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INTRODUCTION

SAVE OUR RIVERS PROGRAM

The South Florida Water Management District is
responsible for acquiring critical water resource
related lands under the state's Save Our Rivers
(SOR) program. The major purposes of the program
are water management, water supply, and the
conservation and protection of water resources. As
steward of these vital resources, it is the charge of
the District to provide for their protection,
enhancement, restoration, and preservation for the
beneficial use and enjoyment of existing and future
generations.

Manageability, surface and ground water systems,
and the formation of corridors for the critical
interactiecn of wildlife populations are major
considerations in the land acquisition process. Prime
requisites in managing these public lands are to
ensure that the water resources, fish and wildlife
populations, and native plant communities are
maintained in an environmentally acceptable
manner, and made available for appropriate outdoor
recreational activities consistent with their
environmental sensitivity. The care and nurturing
of these resources may be accomplished in
cooperation with other governmental agencies and
the private sector through the design and
implementation of appropriate stewardship
programs.

PRESERVATION 2000 PROGRAM

The Florida Legislature finds that the alteration and
development of Florida’s natural areas have
contributed to the degradation of water resources,
the fragmentation and destruction of wildlife
habitats, the loss of recreation space, and the
diminishment of wetlands and forests. They created
an aggressive program of public land acquisition to
preserve the quality of life that attracts so many
people to Florida. The program uses bond proceeds
supported by the general revenue portion of the
Documentary Stamp tax. Distribution of the funds
includes supplementing the Save QOur Rivers
Program. Additional information about
Preservation 2000 is included in sections: Florida
Preservation 2000 Act and Apendix E.

SELECTION AND EVALUATION PROCESS

Section - 373.59, Florida Statutes, specifies that
monies from the Water Management Lands Trust
Fund shall be used for acquiring fee title or other
interest in lands necessary for water management,
water supply and the conservation and protection of
water resources. In addition, lands which include
other features are eligible as well. These include,
but are not limited to:

* River and stream flood plains

and flow ways

River and stream flood hazard areas
Littoral zones

Springs and lakes

Aquifer recharge areas

Wetlands

Wellfields

Unique water features
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Each January the South Florida Water Management
District must submit to the Legislature and the
Department of Environmental Regulation, pursuant
to the Florida Resource Rivers Act, an annual
update to the Five Year Plan for acquisition.

Ir 1988, the South Florida Water Management
District began a proactive program of identifying
lands within the District which might be suitable as
candidates for acquisition. Save Our Rivers
applications from private and public groups were
reviewed, and District staff selected other sites for
consideration from small scale aerial photography.

A Land Evaluation Matrix was developed which
address the water and natural resource values of
each parcel. The matrix consists of the following ten
parameters:

* Water Management

* Water Supply

* Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources
Manageability

Habitat Diversity

Species Diversity
Connectedness

Rarity

Vulnerability

Nature Oriented Human Use

L 2BE EE BEE R JER K

The Land Evaluation Matrix is set up to review
parcels for the water resource related issues (Water
Management, Water Supply, and Conservation and
Protection of Water Resources), before consideration
is given to environmental values. If proposed
projects do not have appropriate water resource
values, they are not evaluated for the remaining
seven categories.




Following on-site and aerial inspections of each
tract, the value of each project, with regard to the
matrix parameters, is determined by a team of senior
technical staff. A detailed explanation of matrix
parameters and scoring criteria is covered in
Appendix F.

Following matrix scoring, projects are recommended
by Save Our Rivers staff for inclusion on the Five
Year Plan as either Category A or Category B
projects. Those not receiving adequate scores are
dropped from the list. Staff recommendations are
presented to the Land Selection Committee, which
consists of senior managers representing all of the
District's departments. The endorsements or
changes from the Land Selection Committee are
presented to the Governing Board for final approval
as the annual Five Year Plan.

A project benefits criteria system is also utilized
to address projects which protect the integrity of
ecological systems and provide multiple off-site as
well as on-site benefits, these include the
preservation of fish and wildlife habitat, recreation
space, and water recharge areas. Projects are
included which are intended to reverse the decline in
the ecological, aesthetic, recreational and economic
value of the State’s water resources.

These criteria apply to projects designed primarily to
supply off-site water resource benefits. Thus,
evaluation is performed not on the lands themselves,
as with the resource-based matrix, but consider the
use to which the lands would be put in context witha
described project. Examples for benefits provided by
such lands would be:

A. Distribution systems to simulate sheet flow
inputs into wetlands systems,

B. Detention systems operated to simulate the/

natural hydrograph for delivery of water in
natural wetlands, lakes or estuanegs ¢

C. Water quality treatment system utilizing
managed or unmanaged wetland vegetatian
processes. '

D. Groundwater recharge and/or water table
control to facilitate recharge to aquifers or
retain seepage from water storage facilities.

E. Buffer, access or transitional areas necessary
to protect core lands from adverse impacts,
provide wildlifd corridors, provide for public
enjoyment of the core land, or isolate certain
managemernt practices such as flooding and
prescribed burang.

All proposed projects must meet the following

criteria: (any land acquisition would require prior

Governing Board appr(ﬁ/al of the subject plan).

1. Proposed project laLds are identified in a District
Plan such as Water Use Management Plan
(WUMP) or Surface Water Management Plan
(SWIM), and

2. Subject lands wguld be utilized to provide
simulated or naturally functioning water
resource quality/quantity benefits, and

3. Lands would be part of the project resulting in
net increase of natural resource values when
considering both any on-site losses and off-site
gains, and

4. Capital improvenjents, such as canals, levees,
weirs, and pumps shall be limited to only those
necessary to achieive the proposed water resource
benefits, and

5. All appropriate funding sources for acquisition
have been identified.

1980 SOB PROJECT APPLICATIONS -

T fol]owmg Save Our Rivers project applications
ere submitted for consideration in 1990:

M;)del Land Basins
Old Diamond T Ranch
Wailker Ranch'

After evaluation of the applications by the standard

SOR procedures, the Land Selection Committee
recommended that tHe following projects be added to
the 1991 Five Year Plan: |

Model Land B sins Category A |
Walker Ranc Category A

After requests for additional information were raised
by the Land Seleéction Committee, the applicants for.
Old Diamond T Ranch withdrew their application
until the requested material could be provided.




SELECTION AND EVALUATION PROCESS

SOR APPLICATION PROJECT
SUBMITTED BY PROPOSED FOR
PRIVATE CONSIDERATION
INDIVIDUAL OR BY SAVE OUR
PUBLIC AGENCY RIVERS STAFF
) EVALUATION
NATURAL PROJECT
RESOURCES BENEFITS
BASED MATRIX CRITERIA
SAVE OUR RIVERS STAFF
RECOMMENDATION TO LAND
SELECTION COMMITEE

LAND SELECTION COMMITEE
RECOMMENDATION TO
GOVERNING BOARD

GOVERNING BOARD
ADOPTION OF
5 YEAR PLAN




LAND
STEWARDSHIP
ACTIVITIES

The Florida Resource Rivers Act specifically states
that "Lands acquired with money from the fund shall
be managed and maintained in an environmentally
acceptable manner and, to the extent practicable, in
such a way as to restore and protect their natural
state and condition” and make available to the
general public for appropriate recreational purposes.
Further, Section 373.59, Florida Statutes, as
amended, provides that up to 10 percent of the
monies in the Water Management Lands Trust Fund
may be allocated annually to the District for
management, maintenance and capital
improvements. District activities directed at
achieving this level of stewardship are divided into
the following categories:

STEWARDSHIP PLANNING
STEWARDSHIP IMPLEMENTATION

1. Restore and protect the natural state and
condition of the land

2. Manage and maintain in an environmentally
acceptable manner

3. Maximize public recreation

STEWARDSHIP PLANNING

Stewardship planning includes both the
development of Conceptual and Operational
Management Plans. Conceptual Management Plans
are prepared to provide long-term goals and
objectives and to establish a direction for the
management of individual properties. Operational
Management Plans are more specific with regards to
what, why, how, and when various management
activities will be undertaken, and which recreational
activities are compatible.

A key element in the preparation of operational
plans is the Environmental Assessment, which is
conducted for each parcel. The environmental
assessments supply descriptions of the existing plant
and animal communities and make
recommendations for action to be taken to restore or

maintain natural conditions. The District has
entered into cooperative management agreements
with other public agencies, such as the Florida Game
and Freshwater Fish Commission, the Department
of Natural Resources, dnd Lee, Palm Beach, Martin
and Orange Counties. Under these agreements, the
District retains ownership of the lands, but
management is undertaken at a level where it can
have the most positive leffect on the resource and its
users i

When the District‘lacquires land for a particular
project, it is sometimes necessary to take title to
portions that may be excess to the needs of the Save
Our Rivers program,|because the landowner is
willing to sell only their entire holding. A process
has been developed whereby acquired parcels are
evaluated to determiné if portions could be declared
excess and made availa‘ble for sale or trade.

To a large degree, the excess lands evaluation is
based on the parameters listed in the Project
Evaluation Matrix. Other factors are taken into
account as well. Thoselinclude:

1. Zoning of adjacent parcels or land use
designation: under County Comprehensive

Plan. T

2. Are adjacent zohing and land use designation
compatible with remaining SOR lands?

3.  Will more intensive development on excess
lands have adverse impacts on or affect the
District's ability to manage remaining SOR
lands?

4. Is excess area needed as an aesthetic or
environmental buffer to remaining SOR
lands?

STEWARDSHIP IMPLEMENTATION

The District's efforts under stewardship
implementation revolve around three major areas.
The principal management efforts are listed under
each heading, followed by a brief description of each:

I
1. Restore and pL‘otect the natural state and

condition. [

a. Hydrologic restoration
b. Exotic controel
c. Habitat protection and enhancement

|




2. Manage and maintain in an environmentally
acceptable manner.

a. Conserve, maintain and protect water
resource related features

b. Prescribed burning

¢. Grazing

d. Fencing

3. Provide public recreation

. Fishing and other water oriented activities

. Hunting '

Hiking

. Camping

. Horseback riding

Environmental and water resource
education programs

RESTORE AND PROTECT

Hydrologic Restoration -- The most important
stewardship task is returning SOR lands to as near a
natural state, hydrologically, as possible. This
provides for groundwater storage in wetlands, water
quality improvement by slowing the rate of surface
runoff, and habitat improvement for fish and
wildlife. The Kissimmee River is the District's most
aggressive restoration effort. Less intense programs
are either planned or underway at the DuPuis
Reserve, Nicodemus Slough, Loxahatchee River and
East Everglades (C-111). These efforts range from
the installation of diversion dams and water control
structures in the Kissimmee River to filling or
blocking drainage swales and ditches at the DuPuis
Reserve and the removal of barriers to sheetflow in
the East Everglades.

o ae op

Exotic Control -- application of environmentally
acceptable herbicides.

Habitat Protection and Enhancement -- Habitat
enhancement on SOR lands includes a combination
of hydrologic restoration in wetlands, prescribed
burning to improve forage for wildlife and
maintenance of native plant communities, and
control of exotic vegetation.

MANAGE AND MAINTAIN

Conserve, Maintain and Protect Water
Resource - Related Features - - Natural features
of the south Florida landscape are rapidly being lost

to agricultural and urban development. A major
thrust of the Save Our Rivers program is to protect
the flow ways, watersheds, and wetlands which are
critical to the water resources of the District.

Prescribed burning -- Periodic fire is a natural
element of native Florida ecosystems. The District
uses prescribed burning as a tool for land
management purposes, such as reduction of
hazardous fuel load build-up, wildlife habitat
enhancement and encouraging the restoration of
native plant communities. The District began
burning SOR lands in 1988, and intends to burn the
larger tracts on an approximate five year rotation.
Lands where burning is occurring include the
DuPuis Reserve and several of the tracts along the
Kissimmee River. SOR lands in the East Everglades
are being burned by the Florida Game and
Freshwater Fish Commission and the National Park
Service under a cooperative management
agreement.

Grazing -- Livestock grazing has been a customary
activity on many of the lands purchased under the
SOR Program. Studies have shown that when
undertaken properly, livestock grazing is one of the
most efficient means of effectively managing our
native rangelands. The District has been working
closely with the USDA Soil Conservation Service
and other cooperating agencies to identify properties,
or portions of properties, suitable for this activity,
and to design and implement grazing plans that are
compatible with the goals and purposes of the
program. Grazing leases will be typically of short
duration (not in excess of five [5] years) and awarded
through a process of competitive bidding. District
policy prohibits the conversion of native range to
improved pasture and, where properties have been
acquired that contain improved pastures, measures
will be implemented to encourage their conversion to
native range or woodland.

Fencing and Posting -- In order to delineate the
District's property lines, deter trespass/vandalism
and protect the integrity of the resource, most major
SOR land holdings are fenced and posted following
acquisition. The District presently constructs or
replaces 30 miles of fence annually.




PUBLIC RECREATION

Fishing and Other Water-related Activities --
Fishing, boating and canoeing are limited to those
SOR projects associated with rivers, such as the
Kissimmee, Loxahatchee and South Fork St. Lucie.

Hunting -- The District, in cooperation with the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission,
has opened SOR lands which are large enough, and
support adequate game populations, for public
hunting. Hunt programs are designed to provide a
quality hunting experience while maintaining
healthy populations of game species. Seasonal
harvest quotas are established by the Commission
based on annual population surveys. Annual
hunting regulations are proposed by the Commission
for each area and approved by the District. Walk-in
hunting is encouraged, as vehicular access is limited
to the use of street licensed vehicles (excluding
motorcycles) on designated roads.

Hiking and Camping -- The Florida Trail
Association (FTA) is working closely with the
District on the development of hiking trails on SOR
lands. Primitive campsites are being designated at
appropriate locations along these trails for use by
backpackers. Maintenance of the trails will be
performed by FTA members. The Florida National
Scenic Trail (FNST), one of eight officially
designated national scenic trails, is currently being
developed by FTA in cooperation with the USDA
Forest Service and a host of federal, state and local
agencies and private landowners. A portion of the
FNST has been certified for location along the
Kissimmee River. Hiking trails provide a means by
which visitors can view and enjoy in quiet solitude,
these sensitive lands and avoid the adverse impacts
to plant and animal life often attendant to road
networks and areas used by off-road vehicles.

Horseback Riding -- The District is consulting with
a variety of horseback riding interests regarding the
development of equestrian trails on District lands.
Thirty-six miles of Equestrian trails have been
developed for the DuPuis Reserve, and it is
anticipated that additional areas may be targeted in
the future. Care is being taken to limit the
construction of these trails to suitable ecosystem
types and to avoid sensitive wetland areas. Trail
development and maintenance will be undertaken by
private trail riding organizations and/or other public
agencies under appropriate agreements with the
District.

Environmental Education -- The District is
developing an environmental education program to

inform school groups and the general public about
the importance of maintaining water resources and
environmentally slensitive land tracts..
Environmental education programs for teachers
were conducted at the DuPuis Reserve and the
Loxahatchee River during the summer of 1990.

i
!
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- dependent plant communities.

SAVE OUR
RIVERS
ACTIVITY
REPORT

January 1990 - June 1990

A. INTRODUCTION

Land stewardship planning includes the
development of general and site specific stewardship
practices for District lands. This program covers the
development of conceptual and operational
management plans, specific land use plans, site
designs and public use plans. In addition, the
program includes the identification of potential
management partners, the preparation of
management agreements, reviewing proposed
management plans for conformance with SOR
legislative guidelines and District SOR policies, and
monitoring the implementation of management
plans.

The maintenance program includes all management
activities on existing SOR tracts. Maintenance
functions include providing for security, general
clean up of domestic and agricultural waste, the
installation and repair of fences, gates, and signs,
road and structure maintenance, mowing and
chopping, and the preparation of fire lanes. Other
land management activities include exotic plant
control, and prescribed burning to reduce the threat
of wildfire and provide the stimulus for fire
The program also
monitors several ongoing management agreements
with private, local and state agencies. (See summary
table - Save Our Rivers, Stewardship Activities,
1990)

Management costs reimbursed by the Save Our
Rivers Program were $484,000 for the period. The
South Florida Water Management District’s Save
Our Rivers Program includes over 127,000 acres of
land.

Public use management involves the planning and
implementation of plans, programs and procedures
governing access to specific SOR tracts for outdoor
recreational purposes. Included are the identification
of acceptable activities and use levels, the

development of trails and related facilities, and
promulgation of area regulations. Management
activities further include preparation of
agreements with public agencies and private
non-profit organizations, the coordination of
volunteer activities, and the monitoring of use
through inspections and surveys. Another important
feature of the program is the development and
distribution of maps and brochures designed to
inform the public about the available opportunities.

B. LAND STEWARDSHIP PLANNING AND
MANAGEMENT

1991 FIVE YEAR PLAN

As approved by the Governing Board in January,
this and future SOR Five Year Plans will be
prepared in coordination with the budget and be -
presented to the Board for consideration in August.

DUPUIS

A hydrologic analysis is underway to provide
planning information for complete wetland
restoration. The freshwater marshes and cypress
sloughs, as well as the 2,500 acre L-8 marsh were
overdrained while the property was operated as
White Belt Ranch. Aerial topographic maps will be
available in the fall of 1990, which will provide
important details for a final design.

Secondary swales and ditches which drain isolated
wetlands have been filled using earthen ditch blocks.
These wetlands provide critical feeding areas for the
many species of wading birds found in the area.
Restoring the 2,500 acres of L-8 marsh, however,
requires a much more detailed design. In order to
reflood the marsh, an earthen dike and major water
control structure must be designed and constructed.
District hydrologist and engineers, in consultation
with research environmentalist and land managers,
are developing plans which will create a variety of
wetland habitats across the marsh, ranging from
permanent deep standing water to seasonally
inundated wet prairie.

The West Palm Beach Field Station has constructed
16 ditch blocks in locations selected by the
Environmental Science Division, DRE. An
additional 11 are proposed. Three automatic water
level recorders have been installed in marshes where
plugs have been installed., as well as marshes which
are still being drained. Environmental Sciences
Division has also established vegetational transects
in a variety of locations, including the L-8 marsh,
drained wetlands and wetlands which have been

plugged.
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The 1989-90 hunting season was completed without
incident and provided both good results and
participant compliments. 1990-91 regulations have
been developed and approved by WMD Board and
GFC Commission. Over 16 miles of hiking trails
developed by the Florida Trail Association were
dedicated in March. Work is progressing steadily on
the equestrian trail system by the DuPuis
Horsemen's Association. Over 36 miles of trails are
expected to be ready for dedication in August.

A draft memorandum of agreement with the
Division of Forestry has been prepared and is
currently under review.

Maintenance activities involved the installation of
fences and entrance gates, mowing, and some exotic
plant control.

CORKSCREW REGIONAL ECOSYSTEM
WATERSHED (CREW)

The CREW Management Planning Committee has
met monthly since it's creation in January. It is
made up of professional land managers from
Corkscrew Sanctuary, the District, GFC, DNR, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife, Lee County, Collier County and
The Conservancy (Collier County). The Committee
has produced a management plan outline, provided
general criteria for the acquisition strategy. The
CARL Land Acquisition Advisory Council accepted
an application for the CREW Project in March, 1990.
On July 20, 1990, the Council approved the
application and placed the CREW Project on the
CARL list.

KISSIMMEE VALLEY RESTORATION
PROJECTS

(a) Rattlesnake Hammock - The Project was
completed April, 1990.

(b) Ice Cream Slough - Plans complete,
acquisition complete, permits pending.
DNR is reviewing the project which
involves activity in Old River Run of the
Kissimmee and may require additional
approvals.

(¢) Tick Island Slough - Plans complete,
permits complete, land acquisition
incomplete. Project is not recommended
for budgeting in FY 91. Completion can
not be earlier than FY 92,

(d) McArthur - Preliminary environmental
evaluations performed. Hydrologic
analysis requested in FY 91 budget.

(e) Godochikl II - The Construction
Management Department is preparing a
scope of work for contract services to
provide H & H study of the Godochik II
culvert project. '

KICCO

GFC planning efforts for the KICCO Wildlife
Management Area have been limited by lack of
personnel. District staff is the process of contracting
for caretaker services to provide security and
maintenance services. The spring gobbler season
was very successful with high hunter/success ratio
and participant satisfaction.. A part of the Florida
National Scenic Traill was formally dedicated at a
ceremony in June. Thirty-six (36) miles of the trail
are currently located aLong the Kissimmee River.

Maintenance activities included the installation of
new entrance gates iand gate signs, prescribed
burning of approxiinately 100 acres and the
development of trailhead/parking area.

LOXAHATCHEE RIVER

i

The management dgreement with DNR was
executed on Februar;‘ 15, 1990. The District and
Palm Beach County staffs met in fourth quater of FY
89 to discuss management of Reese property. Palm’
Beach County is waiting for the results of the
hydroperiod restoration analysis to determine the
most appropriate use of land.

Maintenance activities included fire lane
construction, mowing, chopping, roadway
construction and repair, fencing and exotic plant
control.

Topo surveys are ordered for the Reese Property to
evaluate run off, hydroperiod and backwater
conditions. Decision ¢n culvert placement and size
will follow after hydrologic analysis are complete.

McARTHUR

The property was posted and flagged for possible
excess land sale. Maintenance activities included
removal of trash and debris, fence repair, mowing,
and building maintenance, general cleanup of
property and prescribe burning of approximately
2,600 acres.




OTHER PROJECTS

(a) Lake Forest - Governing Board approved
Master Plan and Preliminary
Construction Plan . Orange County
expected to start construction in FY 91,

. (b) Six - Mile Cypress - Final plans have
been approved. Construction of
Environmental Education/Visitor Center
expected to begin in October, 1990.

(c) East Everglades - GFC activities were
assumed by staff while a search for a new
biologist was undertaken.

(d) South Fork - St. Lucie - Met with Martin
County Commissioner in March. District
staff urged Martin County staff to
develop recreational plan for property.
The Florida Trails Association has been
contacted about a possible trail.
Approximately 7,000 feet of boundary
right-of-way was cleared and fenced.

SUMMARY OF ACQUISITION ACTIVITY
(F. Y.1990)

This 1990 Five Year Plan includes only a six month
portion of fiscal 1990. Acquisition activities are
continuing on Big Pine Key, Corkscrew Regional
Ecosystem Watershed, Kissimmee River and the
water Conservation Areas.

During the report peried (January 1, 1990 to June
30, 1990), the following acquisition activity was
authorized and commitments were made to
purchase. Commitments are defined by the passage
of a Governing Board Resolution authorizing the
purchase of land. ‘

ESTIMATED
TRACT TOTAL PURCHASE
PROJECT NAME ACRES PRICE
Kissimmee Matthew 315.78 - $537,000
Kissimmee Telex 360.59 450,000
Kissimmee Meredith 118.02 100,300
BigPine Key |various | 35.18 598.300
: owners
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"LORIDA
/PRESERVATION
2000 ACT

This, aet (Section 259.101, F.S.), passed in 1990,
pre’vides funding to supplement land acquisition

; pngr.amse, 1nckud1ng the Save Our Rivers program.

THe' Act allows for the purchase of water
management lands, pursuant to Section 373.59,
W&ter Management Lands Trust Fund, using bond
By _ supported by the general revenue portion of
ﬁa 'ggupumenmry Stamp Tax. The Act provides for
wp 563‘3590 mll}‘hm to be bonded annually for the next
ter¥ (10) yearS. The Save Our Rivers Program
receives 30% of the proceeds, allocated to the District
per Section 373.59. Each bond series must be

appropria.t.ed by the legislature.

in addttlom to. meeting the the criteria specified in

secti‘on 373:59; the lands acquired shall meet at least

one of the following criteria, as specified by Section
259.101, F.S.

& A slgmﬁcant portion of the land in the
rpro_|e.ct is in imminent danger of
. development;

‘2. A significant portion of the land in the
_ project is in eminent danger of subdivision

< . which will result in multiple ownership and

© 7" thay ‘make acquisition of the project more
costly or less likely to be accomplished;

3. s The value of a SIgmficant portion of the
’land in the project is likely to appreciate at
i a rate that makes purchasing the land
" immediately with Preservation 2000 funds
more cost effective than delaying until

. ogherfunds are available.

4. A mignificant portion of the land in the
+ " ptojeet serves to protect or recharge
: gi(tundwater and to protect other valuable
natural resources or provide space for

e - riat,txral resource based recreation;

The PPOJECt can be purchased at eighty
chnt df ¢ appraised value or less; or

6. A significant portion of the land in the
project serves as habitat for endangered or
threatened species or serves to protect
endangered natural communities.

The development of Florida’s natural areas to
accommodate its growing population represents the
potential to fragment and destroy wildlife habitats,
eliminate natural resource-based recreation space,
degrade water resources and alter characteristics of
land for groundwater recharge.

The Florida Preservation 2000 Act requires that
each Water Management District shall identify
lands needed to protect or recharge groundwater.
Such lands shall also serve to protect other valuable
natural resources or provide space for natural
resource-based recreation.

The Hydrogeology Division is currently working
with the U.S. Geological Survey and the
Hydrogeology Sub-Committee of the Blue Belt
Commission to develop criteria for defining ground
water recharge areas throughout the District. Once
accepted, the criteria will be applied to the existing
hydrogeologic database and a series of maps will be
generated.

For examining lands with respect to the directives of
the Preservation 2000 Act, the Division is preparing
a preliminary assessment of the recharge potential.
This assessment will be based on drainage
characteristics of the soils, depth to the water table,
and the degree to which the aquifer is used by
adjacent interests. The final product, available next
fiscal year, will be detailed maps quantifying the
recharge potential of all or portions of SOR lands.

The Preservation 2000 Act also allows the
Department of Environmental Regulation to release
monies for pre-acquisition costs necessary to
purchase any lands listed on the Five Year Plan.

The 1991 Five Year Plan includes projects that meet
the specified criteria. The following is a list of each
project and the criteria met:
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1991 |
ACQUISITION
PLAN

The Florida Preservation 2000 Act provides
significant additional funding for the SOR
acquisition plan. At this time, the exact amount of
money available from Preservation 2000 and SOR
Documentary stamps for the next five years is
uncertain. For this five year acquisition plan, it has
been assumed that $30,000,000/year will be
available for land purchases.

For the 1991 SOR Five Year Plan, the following
criteria were utilized to establish the general
acquisition priority for qualified SOR projects.

1. . Standing on the District Strategic Plan

SOR land acquisition is an integral element of the
District’s overall strategic plan for resource
management. The priority of SOR land acquisition
needs as established by the Plan must be directly
translated to the SOR acquisition priority.

2. Potential for Resource Loss

Continued development activity in and around
identified SOR projects raises concerns about loss of
resource values for these projects if they are not
protected by outright purchase or conservation
easements. The Departments of Planning and
Regulation, as well as local governments, are
consulted annually as to the trend in development
pressures around various SOR projects.

3. Potential for Cooperative Acquisitions

Several SOR projects are potentially qualified for
cost sharing with other state agencies and other
projects are located in counties with land acquisition
programs. Projects that can be acquired and/or
managed with cost sharing programs and remain
consistent with SOR objectives receive priority
consideration. However, it is important to establish
the compatibility of the intent of the potential
partner program before granting a priority status.

4. Disgposition of Owner(s)

. The expressed willingness of the owner(s) of specific
critical tracts within an SOR project is a factor in the
acquisition priority consideration. Conversely, well
managed lands owned by private interests reluctant

16

to sell are given a low i)riority, even if the resource
values are high.

Although this priority analysis. should apply to SOR
projects, it may be necessary to single out certain key
tracts within a project|as the critical factor for a
priority; that is-the status or priority of certain core
tracts within a projéct may determine the priority of-
the overall project. | In these cases, the commitment
of funds to the project should be to acquire the core
pieces rather than theiless critical (lower priority)
tracts.

The 1991 Priority Acqlisition Plan was developed
using these criteria, The acquisition resources of the
District will be specifically directed to accomplish
these acquisition. However, any qualified SOR
project may be considened for acquisition during the
life of this plan as conditions and circumstances

warrant. |
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Save Our Rivers Projects

Completed/Partial
Acquisitions

Big Pine Key
C-111

DuPuis Reserve

East Everglades

Kissimmee River 3

Lake Forest Nature Preserve
Loxahatchee River

Nicodemus Slough 1
Savannahs!

Six Mile Cypress

South Fork St. Lucie River

Strazzulla

Water Conservation Areas!

1) LEGISLATIVE MANDATE 37359 F.S.

County

Monroe
Dade

Palm Beach
Martin

Dade

Osceola, Polk,
Highlands
Okeechobee,
Glades

Orange

Martin
Palm Beach

Glades
St. Lucie
Martin
Lee

Martin
Palm Beach

Broward, Dade
Palm Beach

SOR Acres
Acquired

81.3
26,747
21,875

17,292
19,714

439
1,461

2,219

794
100

1,225
36,302

Total Proposed

Acquisition

605 2
29,643
21,875

48,600
77,000

439
1,547
2,219
5,100
1,996 5

184

1,225
256,000

2) TOTALPROJECT AREA (SOR OBJECTIVE - 200 ACRES) - REMAINDER TO BE ACQUIRED BY OTHERS.
3) RECOMMENDED BY KISSIMMEE RIVER 380 COMMITTEE AND THE GOVERNOR’S 19856 RESTORATION STRATEGY

4) 3500 ACRES ACQUIRED UNDER CONSERVATION AND RECREATION LANDS PROGRAM(CAR.L)

5) INCLUDES SIX MILE CYPRESS II - 1989 ADDITION
6) ADDITIONAL 600 ACRES ACQUIRED BY LEE COUNTY

19




Save Our Rivers Project

BIG PINE KEY

County: Monroe
Total Project Area: 605 Acres*
Aeres Acquired: 813
Land Cost: **$479,263

Per Acre Cost: $10,390
Acres Remaining: 154
Estimated Assessed Value: $1,530,000
Number of Owners: Numerous
1. General Deseription

The Big Pine Key project is designed to compliment
the existing Key Deer National Wildlife Refuge.
Land acquisitions are initiated by The Nature
Censervancy and, by Governing Board action, the
District’s contribution will'be limited to $2,000,000.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

The slough system located within the project
comprises a substantial portion of the fresh water
resources of the Florida Keys. The proposed project
will protect all components of this system including
groundwater lenses, fresh water wetlands, and
upland recharge areas. The aquifers provide water
supply to a limited number of single family
residences and plant nurseries. Continued
development threatens to contaminate the
underlying fresh water lenses and degrade the
Outstanding Florida Waters surrounding Big Pine
Key.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Acquisition of these critical water resource areas
wouid protect them from future residential and
commercial development. Additionally, thirty-nine
(39) species designated as either endangered,
threatened or of special concern by the State of
Florida and/or the Federal Government have been
identified in the project area. Protection of these
lands and management in conjunction with the
existing refuge would assure their continued
availability to these species. Restoration measures

20
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Save Our Rivers Project

C-111

County: Dade
Total Project Area: 29,643 Acres
Acres Acquired: 26,747
Land Cost: $6,897,562
Per Acre Cost: $258
Acres Remaining: 2,896
Estimated Assessed Value: $5,400,000

1. ' General Description

The lands in this project lie adjacent to the Canal 111
(Aerojet Canal), east of Everglades National Park,
west of U.S. Highway 1 and south of SR 27. The
project will benefit the flow of water into Everglades
National Park and Northeast Florida Bay.

2. Land Stewardship Activities

A. Potential for Restoring and/or
Protecting Natural State and Condition:

Major problems associated with periodic flood
releases to Barnes Sound from C-111 and a reduction
in sheet flow to Northeast Florida Bay have
prompted the District to work with the National
Park Service, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
South Dade agricultural interests, Florida Bay
fishing interests, and a number of other federal, state
and local agencies on a plan for structural and
operational changes to the existing flood control
system. An attempt is being made to restore a more
natural distribution of flows to these tidewater zones
while at the same time maintaining an acceptable
level of flood protection for the South Dade area. The
purchase of private lands adjacent to C-111 is
necessary for implementation of restoration efforts
and to assure that the biota of this portion of
Everglades National Park, Florida Bay and Barnes
Sound are protected from the harmful effects of
urban and agricultural development.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Lands purchased to date are being managed by the
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission
(GFC) as part of the East Everglades Wildlife and
Environmental Area (EEWEA) under an agreement

22

with the District. | The District provides
supplementary funding for the employment of a full-
time biologist by the GFC. A conceptual
management plan has been prepared for the
EEWEA, and recommendations call for maintaining
the C-111 portion in jas pristine a condition as
possible.

C. Public Reqreakion:

re prohibited in this area.
ats with outboard meotors.
d environmental education
recreation uses of the C-111

Hunting and trapping:
The C-111 is openito
Fishing, sightseeing, a
are the principal publig
area.
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Save Our Rivers Project

DUPUIS
RESERVE

Martin and Palm Beach

Counties:

Total Project Area: 21,875 Acres
Land Cost: $23,000,000
Acres Acquired: 21,875
Per Acre Cost: $1,051
Acres Remaining: 0

1. General Description

The DuPuis Reserve (formerly Whitebelt Ranch)
encompasses 21,875 acres of improved and semi-
improved pasture, pine flatwoods, and cypress forest in
northwestern Palm Beach and Southwestern Martin
Counties. It is bordered on the north by State Road 76
and the St. Lucie Canal, on the east by Caulkins
Groves and the J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management
Area, and on the south and west by the L-8 Canal and
Tieback Levee. A Florida Power and Light Company
transmission lines traverses the east side of the tract.
The property is interspersed with numerous ponds, wet
prairies, cypress domes and a remnant of Everglades
marsh.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural State
and Condition:

An environmental assessment of the tract has been
completed, and efforts are underway to restore a more
natural hydroperiod to that portion of the property
impacted by the existing drainage system. By
retaining water on the property and reducing the rate
of runoff, the District plans to revitalize the marshes,
ponds and wet prairies, and benefit those species of
wildlife that depend on these habitats.

The District has implemented a prescribed burning
program in consultation with the Florida Division of
Forestry. Objectives of the burning program include
the reduction of hazardous fuel loads, the maintenance
of healthy and vigorous native plant communities, and
the improvement of wildlife habitat and forage. Care
is being taken during burning operations to protect
sensitive plant communities and endangered species
habitat.

Posting of the reserve has been completed by District
personne!, and routine patrols are being made by both
trained law enforcement personnel, under a security
contract, and the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

The District has entered into a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with|the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission and the Department of
Natural Resources for mgnagement of the property. A
conceptual management] plan has been prepared by
John Ormsby Simonds, a/consultant to the District.

Wetland Restoration began in 1989, with an extensive
project for reflooding the|L-8 Marsh proposed for 1991-
1992,

A program has been impliemented to combat the spread
of exotics on the property. Both chemical and
mechanical means are being employed to bring them
under control.

Considerable effort has gone into the removal of
underground fuel tanks, mobile homes, discarded
equipment and trash associated with the former ranch
operation. Buildings hgve been evaluated for both
their soundness and possible use in the operation of the
reserve. ‘

Limited repairs have deen made to several of the
interior roadways. The|need for replacement of the
major culvert crossings plong the main reserve road
has been documented and studies are underway to
determine the extent of nepairs that will be necessary
to bring the entire roadway up to a condition suitable
for future public use.

C. Public Recreation:

A system of hiking trails has been developed by the
Florida Trail Association under a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) wiith the District. The system
contains trails suitable far both day-use and overnight
treks. Primitive campsites are available for
backpackers.

Public recreational agtivities on the reserve are being
regulated by the GFC under rules established for the
DuPuis Wildlife and Egvironmental Area. Public
hunting for the taking of deer, hogs and turkey was
initiated during the 1989-90 hunting season and’
consisted of a series of wjeekend hunts limited to 50°
hunters per day. Resultd indicate that the hunts were
of high quality and have|resulted in the removal of a.
large number of feral hogs.

Under a separate MOU wprk is proceeding on a system -
of equestrian trails by the DuPuis Horsemen’s
Association (DHA). The two trail systems will be
separated spatially, and care will be taken to locate the
equestrian trails in non-sensitive areas which can
support horse traffic.

The District is currently working the Division of
Forestry (DOF) to develop a separate MOU. The DOF
is proposing to manage numerous programs on the
Reserve i

L
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Save Qur Rivers Project
EAST
EVERGLADES

County: Dade
Total Project Area: 48,600 Acres
Acres Acquired: 17,292

Land Cost: $7,322,114
Pér Acre Cost: $423

Acres Remaining: 31,308
Estimated Assessed Value: 10,000,000

1. General Description

The East Everglades project includes nearly all the
land between Everglades National Park and the
agricultural lands in southwestern Dade County.
The project is design to buffer the eastern boundary
of the park from development pressure to the east
and to restore predevelopment patterns of sheetflow
to Shark River Slough.

2. Land Stewardship Activities

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

The District has been working closely with the
National Park Service, the US Army Corps of
Engineers, local landowners, and state and local
government in an effort to modify the operational
criteria and physical features of the Central and
Southern Florida Flood Control project to restore
sheet flows to northeast Shark River Slough and
Everglades National Park. A majer new Dade
County wellfield has been proposed for the East
Everglades, and studies are underway to determine
the probable impact of this wellfield on the area's
ecology.

Acquisition of private lands within the East
Everglades is viewed as necessary for effective
management of the area's resources. Acquisitions to
date have involved both the SOR and CARL
Programs. These lands are currently being
patrolled and managed by the Florida Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commission (GFC) as the East
Everglades Wildlife and Environmental Area
(EEWEA) under separate agreements with the

.

26

District and the Florida Department of Natural
Resources (DNR). An additional zone bordering the
eight and one-half square mile East Everglades
residential area, considered vulnerable to
development, has heen|targeted for purchase under
the SOR Program. (ongress is considering a
measure that would expand the boundaries of ENP
to take in the remaining private lands and all or a
portion of the State holdings.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

A conceptual management plan (CMP) for the
EEWEA has been prepared by the GFC and
approved by the District and DNR. The District is
furnishing supplementary funding for a GFC
biologist assigned to the area, and recommendations
are being developed for the restoration of wildlife
habitat and management of the area's endangered
and/or threatened species. An active program has
been implemented in cpoperation with the District,
Dade County, the Florida Division of Forestry, and
ENP for prescribéd burning and exotic species
control.

C. Public Recreation:

Recreational use in lthe East Everglades has
consisted mainly of Bunting, fishing, frogging,
airboating. Airboats have been used to access the
area. Extensive outcroppings of pinnacle rock limit
airboat travel during low water periods. Historically,
public use of this area has been subject to little, if
any, governmental regulation. The East Everglades
National Park Planning and Management
Committee (380 Committee) cited the illegal
dumping of garbage and trash, uncontrolled ORV
travel, indiscriminate target shooting, and illegal
hunting camps as majgr problems associated with
public access. In an effort to address these concerns,
the District contracted| for the removal of Context
Road, a major access raad for illegal dumping. Steps
are being taken to remove hunting camps when
located. The GFC has established public-use
regulations for the EEWEA and banned the use of
tracked and wheeled vehicles, overnight camping,
and littering. Efforts are also being made to curtail
indiscriminate target shooting and dumping along
the eastern perimeter. The GFC has banned the
possession of firearms during periods when the area
is not open to hunting by the use of firearms.
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Save Qur Rivers Project
KISSIMMEE
RIVER

Counties: Osceola, Polk, Okeechobee
and Highlands
Total Project Area: 177,000 Acres
Acres Acquired: 1;),714 Acres
Land Cost: $20,007,300
Per Acre Cost: $1,000

155,000 Acres
$69,000,000

Acres Remaining:

Es_timated Assessed Value:

1. . General Description

The project area covers nearly 77,000 acres. Of this,
some 19,714 acres have been acquired through the
SOR program. Over 57,000 acres represents the
historic flood plain of the Kissimmee River. This
land is necessary for the restoration of the River
under the governor's Save Our Everglades program.
For 1991 the project has been expanded to include
the 20,000 acres of lake shoreline, known as the
Kissimmee Chain of Lakes. this project includes the
acquisition of fee title or flowage easements. The
purpose of the additional acquisition is to allow
stages in these lakes to be raised from 52.5' NGVD to
54.0' NGVD. It is our understanding that the
Sovereign Ownership line is 53.1 NGVD. The
additional water is needed to "drive" the restoration
project, by providing year round flow.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

Water Resources:

All of the attributes of free flowing rivers, including
attenuation of flood discharges, providing year round
base flows, water quality improvement and wildlife
habitat, were lost when Canal 38 was excavated.
District ownership of the historic flood plain is
necessary if restoration of the river is to be
accomplished.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Construction of water control structures in
Rattlesnake Hammock were completed in 1990.
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Fluctuations of water:levels within the flooded
slough will result in the¢ refloeding of 130-565 acres
of flood plain. Engineerfiing design for the restoration
of Ice Cream Slough i complete and undergoing
permit review by the Degpartment of Environmental
Regulation. Major restorations will require filling
portions of the existing Canal 38 channel.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Management of lands ih the Kissimmee Valley will
be time and manpower intensive. Prior to
restoration projects beginning, control of shrubs and
exotic vegetation could be difficult as well. Blocking
the numerous drainage ways and restoring sheet{low
into the flood plain will be a major task. Even if
other organizations are|willing to manage the lands,
the District will still responsible for hydrologic
restoration. Given the size of the project, this will be
a large and ongoing/undertaking.

5. Public Recreation:

tivities consist primarily of
ing in Canal 38, and those
were not cut off as a result of
project construction. There are opportunities for
bank fishing and picnigking at several access sites
along the river. Improvement of flows into the river
oxbows will increase the opportunities for fishing,
canoeing, nature observation and waterfowl
‘hunting. Thirty-six (36) miles of the Florida
National Scenic Trail were dedicated in June at a
joint ceremony held by the District, the Florida Trail
Association, the USDA Forest Service, and the Avon
Park Air Force Range. Additional sections of trail
will be developed as cantiguous parcels of land are
acquired by the Distrigt. The long range plan is to
extend the trail the full length of the river.

Existing recreational
power boating and:fish
oxbows of the river that

I Approximate sizes
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Save Our Rivers Project

LAKE FOREST
PRESEEVE

County: Orange
Total Project Area: 439 Acres
Acres Acquired: 439
Land Cost: $3,700,000
Per Acre Cost: $8,428
Acres Remaining: 0

1.

The preserve covers 439 acres along the southwest
shore of Lake Tibet-Butler in Orange County. It
consists of a mixture of cypress, bay swamp and pine
flatwoods and contains areas of freshwater marsh,
xeric oak, pine plantation, and sphagnum bog. State
Road 535 (Winter Garden - Vineland Road) traverses
the southwest edge of the property.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

A, Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

General Description

A majority of the preserve lies within the fload plain
of Lake Tibet-Butler and is subject to seasonal
inundation. Man-made alterations have been rather
minor. Efforts will be primarily directed toward
activities that assure that inflows from areas
adjacent to the preserve have acceptable water
quality and protect the site from unauthorized
vehicular access and other harmful activities, such
as poaching and timber harvesting.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Aceeptable Manner:

Orange County has agreed to operate and maintain
the property as a nature preserve under an
agreement with the District. Management goals
will include wetland and wildlife preservation,
public education, and passive nature oriented
recreation. Management activities will include
prescribed burning (to reduce hazardous fuel loads
and maintain the structure of vegetative
communities), selective clearing to stimulate tree
growth, reforestation of damaged sites, exotic species
control, and habitat imprevement and protection.

=
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C. Public Recreption:

A master plan for the preserve has been prepared by
a consultant hired by Orange County. A phased
program of imprevements is proposed for the
preserve to include a|nature center, amphitheater,
observation tower, overlooks, hiking/nature trails,
individual and group|picnic facilities, restrooms,
parking areas, an fentramce road and signs.
Consideration will:alse be given to the designation of
a primitive camping area to enhance the visitor's
wilderness experien Environmental education
and awareness will ‘be|the main thrust of the visitor
programs conducted atithe center.
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Save Qur Rivers Project

LOXAHATCHEE
RIVER

Counties: Martin and Palm Beach
Total Project Area: 1,547 Acres
Acres Acquired: 1,461
Land Cost: $7,020,968
Per Acre Cost: | $4.805
Acn;es Remaining: 86
Estimated Assessed Value: $3,500,000

1.

This project includes the historic flood plain of the
Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River, a
National Wild and Scenic River.

2. Land Stewardship Activities

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition

General Description

The District has been working closely with the
Florida Department of Natural Reseurces (DNR),
Palm Beach County, and a variety of local agencies
and interest groups on plans to preserve and protect
the Loxahatchee River and a major portion of its
headwaters (Loxahatchee Slough). Extensive studies
on the water supply and drainage requirements of
the Loxahatchee River Basin have been completed.
The latter work has facilitated the restoration and
maintenance of base flows to the Northwest Fork and
will help to reduce the frequency of discharge at S-46
which flows into the North Fork of the river and has
caused downstream erosion and siltation problems in
the past. In combination with other measures, the
enhancement of flows to the Northwest Fork should
help to stem the progress of the saltwater front which
has advanced upstream in recent years resulting in
heavy mortality of bald cypress along the river.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner

The District and DNR are working to implement the
Loxahatchee River Wild and Scenic River
Management Plan which was prepared in 1985 as a

34

requirement for inclusion of this portion of the river
in the National Wild and Scenic River System. The
District has purchased most of the private lands
along the Northwest Fork and efforts have been

made to post the properties, repair fences and gates,

remove trash and debris, and otherwise bring them
up to safe and acceptable conditions. Lands north of
Indiantown Road (State Road 706) will be managed
by DNR, in comjunctign with Jenathan Dickinson
State Park, and lands south of the highway by Palm
Beach County under separate agreements with the
District. Management activities will include law
enforcement, prescribed burning, exotic specie
control, public-use regulation, development of hiking
trails, interpretive programs, and in general, carry
out the intent of the Management Plan.

C. Public Recreation

The Loxahatchee Natipnal Wild and Scenic River
has become a popular canoe trail in recent years. The
number of canoeists has increased so dramatically
that severe overcrawding is not uncommon on peak
days. Concerned aboyt damage to fragile plant
species and the maintenance of a quality outdoor
experience, DNR is working with Palm Beach
County and local livery operators to identify a daily
carrying capacity for the river and to implement
appropriate user regul

Fishing and powerboating is mainly confined to the
lower reaches of the river; however, boaters
frequently travel upriver to the Trapper Nelson site.
A No Wake Zone has been established by DNR in an
attempt to control erosion and avoid conflicts
between boaters and canoeists.

In the future Publijc-use management will
concentrateon providing opportunities for non-
consumptive recreationdal pursuits, such as hiking,
nature appreciation and photography, through the
provision of interpretive sites, boardwalks, and
footpaths. Palm Beach| County is considering the.
development of a campground and interpretive
center in its plans for Riverbend Park. Preliminary
discussions have been held with the Florida Trail
Association regarding {he development of a future
major connector trail that would link Jonathan
Dickinson State Park to the proposed Florida
National Scenic Trail around Lake Okeechobee.
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Save Our Rivers PrOjeCt the regulation of wa{r levels and other habitat

restoration measures designed to increase the use of
NIC ODE MUS the area by waterfow]l and wading birds. The
SLOUGH

possibility of a ecoperative management effort with a
suitable governmept or private non-profit
organization will be in estlgate

C. Public Recr

Some unauthorize ting has taken place on the
County: Glades  property since it cquired by the District, and

. there is local mterést to open the area to airboat use.
Total Project Area: 2,219 Acres Some limited waterfowl hunting may be feasible in
Acres Acquired: 2,219  the future; however, the use of airboats and other
types of motorizedicraft does not appear compatible

Land Cost: $1,800,000 with the goal of improving the habitat for waterfowl
Per Acre Cost: . $811  and wading birds, particularly in light of the limited
Acres Remaining: 0 size of the tract. The property is probably best suited

for operation as a wildlife viewing area and should be
limited to passive, non-consumptive activities.
1. General Description '

\
Nicodemus Slough encompasses approximately 2200 ’ i W .
acres of wet prairie, broadleaf marsh and . E“S \\(\VV\N&

V\AQQ\OM

g \
transitional wetland (cordgrass) south of the Herbert N
Hoover Dike (LD-3) and west of State Road 78. i AR A\,
Scattered tree growth occurs along the western edge
of the tract. It was targeted for purchase in the D Q&,\,\ C&J\N,\\\. ) O\"i m
original SOR legislation because the land floods /\
periodically under the higher regulation stages, in 0 )Q C .

Lake Okeechobee. The property was used for cattle
grazing.

2. 'Land Stewardship Activities: QQ)@ () - \A \_m \Ky\/\,c \ )\/ 5

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural

State and Condition: ( \(L,\ C/\/\oﬁ t \;/\

Until recently, the construction of the Herbert
Hoover Dike, coupled with the maintenance of lower

stages in Lake Okeechobee, resulted in a shortened /\ C/b \/\/\,\) (Q O
hydroperiod and general lowering of water levels in

Nicodemus Slough. This in turn altered vegetative ~& Q}\ ?
patterns on the property and permitted the spread of (MA C G‘/\ (N\}B
transitional and upland species. The installation of
new water control structures and associated
improvements to the C-19/L-41/42 system will |
enable the retention and manipulation of flood
waters on the property that result from runoff and
higher lake stages. A marsh revitalization program
has been proposed by District staff for

implementation in the future, following the
completion of the new water control facilities.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:
Conceptual and operational management plans for

the property will be developed by District staff.
Future management activities will concentrate on
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Save Our Rivers Project 4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Aceeptable Manner: |
is minimal. Wetland

SAVANNAHS fo’:l)-rtg:;nfti:: ;r,eg :(t})iﬁti' good condition. Extensive

hydrologic restoration |[does not appear necessary.
Management of the additional lands would be
undertaken by DNR as| part of the Savannahs State
Preserve. '

County: St.Lucie and Martin  ;  pplic Reere

Total Project Area: 5,100 Acres 1 Public use of the Savannahs is very high. It is used
Estimated Assessed Value: $10,000,000 extensively by fishermen, canoeists and

g . photographers. Its tlose proximity to urban
Number of Owners: Numerous population centers will increase the use by the public

and school groups.

1. General Description

The Savannahs is located between the coastal dune,
west of the Indian River, and the pine flatwoods of = 13500 Acres acquired upder |Conservation and Recreation Lands
southeastern St. Lucie County. The Savannahs  Program(CARL)
extend into Northern Martin County. The
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has

acquired approximately 3500 acres under the g’
Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) Q

program. This area is managed by DNR as the ’

Savannahs State Preserve. The 1600 acres is the 60 \t»\,

remainder of the project to be acquired and the _ W\ 2 G G
District and DNR would cooperate in acquisition. t? N/~

2. Importance of Water Management, Water g [
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of f . / }'Y\ [ eh ~
Water Resources: ( AL

The freshwater aquifer which underlies the
Savannahs is not productive enough for municipal
uses, but the recharge that occurs along the coastal
ridge serves to hold back the saltwater wedge,
thereby reducing the danger of saltwater intrusion.
Habitat types are diverse and include sand pine
scrub, openwater sloughs, emergent marshes and
low pine flatwoods. The wetlands are important
feeding and nesting sites for wading birds in St.
Lucie and Martin Counties whose habitat has been
lost to urban development. The Savannahs is under
heavy development pressure on both the east and
west sides.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

The Savannahs is one of the most unique and
endangered natural systems in the District. It is a"
remnant coastal wetland system which historically
extended along most of the Southeast Florida coast.
Most of the area is in its natural state, thus
eliminating the need for restoration. The wetlands
are highly susceptible to degradation by stormwater
inputs from urban development.
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Save Our Rivers Project

SIX MILE
CYPRESSI

County: Lee
Total Project Area: 11,741 Acres
Acres Acquired: 794
Land Cost: $1,520,321
Per Acre Cost: $1914
Acres Remaining: (SOR) 10

(See Also Six Mile Cypress II)

1. General Description

Six Mile Cypress Slough occupies approximately
2000 acres in Lee County southeast of the City of Ft.
Mpyers. It extends from State Road 82 southwesterly
for approximately nine miles to Ten Mile Canal. The
slough averages 1,500 feet in width. The Slough
consists of cypress swamp, interspersed with
numerous open ponds. It is fringed with pine
flatwoods, transitional hardwoods, wet prairies, and
Melaleuca. Melaleuca has beeome ‘the . dominant
vegetation type south of Daniels Road.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

‘A Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

Lee County has agreed to develop, operate and
maintain the slough as a nature preserve under an
agreement with the District. A detailed description
of the slough is contained in the Six Mile Cypress
Slough Management Plan prepared by the County in
1986. Specific actions to implement the plan are set
forth in the Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve Land
and Water Management Plan prepared by the
County and approved by the District in 1988.

Six Mile Cypress Basin is being studied as part of the
Lee County Surface Water Management Master
Plan. It will recommend design criteria to prevent
further degradation and slough enhancement. A
principal objective will be to restore a more natural
hydroperiod to aid in the restoration of this
ecological condition.

A water management plan is being prepared by the
District as part of its local government assistance
program. It will include recommended regulatory
criteria for consumptive use and surface water
drainage in the area draining into the slough and be
used by the County to develop a water management
program for the preserve.

AN

Melaleuca and Brazilian Pepper are problem exotics
that have proliferated in certain portions of :the
slough. Native vegetation has been completely
replaced by Melaléuca|in approximately 200 acres.
A vigorous eradication/control program involving
chemical and mechani¢al applications is planned to
halt the future spread of these species. Reforestation
with native species will be undertaken where large
stands of exotics are removed.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmeéntally Acceptable Manner:

The entire perimeter oiTt the slough is being posted. to
prevent unauthorized decess, and problem areas are
being fenced and/or barricaded. Routine patrol will
be provided by preserve personnel and the Lee

A prescribed burning program is proposed for the
pine flatwoods north of Penzance Road to maintain
the species compositipn of this community and
prevent the buildup of fuels that could result in
damaging wildfires. Fire lanes will be constructed to
facilitate the burns and to pretect sensitive cypress
and hardwood areas. ildfires will be suppressed
only when considered necessary to protect adjacent
lands and highway travel or when preserve resources
would be subject to irregfarable damage.

The USDA Soil Coniervation Service will be
conducting a study to determine if continued grazing
is compatible with the pbjectives of the preserve. If
so, an appropriate grazing plan will be prepared and
implemented.

A complete list of wildlife species utilizing the slough
is contained in the County's original management
plan. Monitoring the gccurrence of wildlife will be
continued to determine if any changes in usage
oceurs. Consideration'};vill be given to the needs of
wildlife in reforestation efforts. Nest boxes will be
installed to benefi} cavity nesters, such as wood
ducks, owls, and woodpeckers.

C. Public Recreation:

The slough has been used informally for both active
and passive recreational activities for many years.
The continuation of passive activities such as
fishing, picnicking, jphotography and nature
observation will be encouraged in appropriate
locations within the preserve. Interpretive facilities
consisting of an elevated boardwalk, covered
amphitheater and parking area will be developed to
enhance visitor appreciation of the preserve. Special
programs will be condugted by the Lee County Parks
and Recreation Department. The Lee County School
Board Department ¢f Environmental Education will
continue its past practice of conducting field trips to
the slough.

1 SOR acquisition completed.
Six Mile Cypress|.

ILee County to acquire remainder of
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Save OQur Rivers Project

SOUTH FORK
ST. LUCIE
RIVER

County: Martin
Total Project Area: 184 Acres
Acres Acquired: 100
Land Cost: $2,000,000
Per Acre Cost: $20,000
Acres Remaining: 84
Estimated Assessed Value: $250,000

1. General Description

This project includes a portion of the upper reach of
the South Fork St. Lucie River commencing
approximately three-fourth of one mile south of State
Road 76 and extending approximately one and one-
fourth miles southward. The project was proposed by
the citizens of Martin County to preserve and protect
this relatively undisturbed portion of the river for
the use and enjoyment of existing and future
generations.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

The productivity of the St. Lucie Estuary is
dependent upon both the quantity and quality of
water entering the river. There is evidence that
adjacent land use activities have altered the natural
hydrologic regime resulting in changes in the
density and species composition of the hydric
hammock along this reach of the river.

A conceptual management plan covering the river
corridor has been prepared by Martin County, in
consultation with the District. The purpose of the
plan is to preserve and enhance the condition of this
reach through a combination of land acquisition,
land use regulation, and public-use management.
The effective implementation of development
guidelines and regulations for private properties
within and immediately adjoining the corridor will
be critical to the success-of this effort.

Regular inspections will be made by Martin County
Code Enforcement Officers to ensure that no
activities are taking place within the corridor that
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are inconsistent with the geal of protecting and
enhancing this reach of the river. A boundary fence
along the west side of the District's property will be
installed and posted to prevent unauthorized access
from areas to the west| The Martin County Sheriff's
office will provide regular patrols to those areas
accessible by vehi¢le. The District will continue to
menitor appropriate properties for surface water
management permit compliance.

B. Managing ‘ind Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Martin County has agteed to manage the portion of
the corridor purchased by the District and to develop
and implement the netessary land use regulations.
An agreement setting|forth the general terms and
conditions governing management of the tract will
be executed between the parties.

The need for exotic species control, prescribed
burning, and other management measures will be
determined by the cqunty in consultation with
appropriate state:.and federal agencies. Where
appropriate, specific prpgrams will be implemented.

C. Public Recredtion:

This reach of the river is quite scenic and has been
used rather infrequently in the past by canoeists and
fishermen. Martin County maintains a small boat
access site near State Road 76. Additionally, an
upland site on the west side of the river has been
used in the past by the Boy Scouts.

Future uses of the river corridor will be restricted to
passive uses such as canoeing, hiking, fishing,
picnicking and nature appreciation. Hunting will be
prohibited, and vehicular access will be restricted to
established access site§. Consideration will be given
to the establishment of additional sites to facilitate
public-use; however, new river access sites will be
restricted to the use of non-motorized craft. Site
maintenance will be undertaken by Martin County.
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Save Our Rivers Project

STRAZZULLA J

County Palm Beach
Total Project Area: 1,225 Acres
Acres Acquired: 1,225 Acres
Land Cost: $3,000,000
Per Acre Cost: $2,449
Acres Remaining: 0

1. General Description

The Strazzulla tract is located east of the
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge and
adjacent to Levee 40. The western half of
the-property is sawgrass marsh. Cypress
Sloughs, mixed with low pine flatwoods and
wet praries, dominate the eastern half.

2. Land Stewardship Activities

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition

These lands are essentially an extension of
the Water Conservation Areas and are
adjacent to the Loxahatchee National
Wildlife Refuge. Initial discussions
regarding active management of the parcel
have occurred with the Fish and Wildlife
Service.

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner

Initial vegetation and wildlife analysis has
occurred; exotic and undesirable plant
control have been contemplated and the
lease arrangements for an existing
communications tower have been modified.

C. Public Recreation

Public recreation potential will be examined
and incorporated into the operational
management plan.
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Save Our Rivers Project

EVERGLADES
WATER
CONSERVATION
AREA

Counties: Dade, Broward and Palm Beach

Toal Project Area: 256,000 Acres

Acres Acquired: 36,302
Land Cost: $6,531,300
Per Acre Cost: $180
Acres Remaining: 219,698

Estimated Assessed Value: $20,000,000

1.

The three Water Conservation Areas (WCA's) are
part of the original Central and Southern Florida
Flood Control Project to provide water supply and
flood control to South Florida. The SOR project is
designed to complete the public acquisition of
outstanding land interests in order to protect this
area's role in long term water resource management.
This acquisition was mandated in the original
legislation for the Save Our Rivers Program.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

General Description

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

The District and the US Army Corps of Engineers
have been regulating water levels in the three Water
Conservation Areas, in accordance with criteria
initidlly established in the 1950s and meodified ‘at
various times over the years to meet changing
conditions. The general purpose of the schedules is
to provide for the storage of floodwater from
developed areas adjacent to the WCA's for later use
during the dry season. In establishing the
schedules, consideration was given to the needs of
wildlife indigenous to the WCA's and the
requirements of emergent vegetation. Releases from
the WCAs during the dry season and, particularly
during drought conditions, are considered vital to the
maintenance of adequate water levels in the coastal
canals and wellfields and the prevention of saltwater
intrusion. Flows from WCA 3 are essential to the
well-being of Everglades National Park. The
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amount and manner of delivery of these flows has
and continues to be the subject of intense public
debate. Much work'has ' been done o devise a system
of delivery that most closely approximates historical
patterns (See East Hverglades and C-111 SOR
Proiect discussions). |

B. Managing and Maintaining in an
Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

WCA 1 is managed as the Arthur R. Marshal
Loxahatchee National| Wildlife Refuge by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). WCA's 2 and 3
are managed as the Everglades Wildlife
Management Area by the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission (GFC) under separate
cooperative and license agreements with the
District. Both agencied have developed management
plans and actively manage the fish and wildlife
resources and public yse of the areas under their
charge. The District has been engaged in
environmental research in the WCA's for many
years, concentrating on the effects of water quantity
and quality on the biota. In recent years, efforts to
halt backpumping int!o Lake Okeechobee have
resulted in increased|flows from the Everglades
Agricultural Area info WCA 3 and this in turn
appears to be triggering certain vegetative changes
of concern to environmeéntalists. ENP officials have
expressed concern that water quality problems
appearing in WCA 3 will be translocated to ENP
unless remedial action is taken. All parties are
actively working to find acceptable solutions to this
problem.

C. Public Recreation:

The Water Conservation Areas are important
outdoor recreation areas used heavily by the public
for fishing, hunting, beating, frogging, and nature
appreciation. Over the years numerous recreation
sites and facilities have been provided to facilitate
public access. Site development has generally
followed the recommendations set forth in two
published recreational plans - RECREATION
PLAN, THE AREA SOUTH OF LAKE
OKEECHOBEE, prepared in 1960 for the District by
the Florida Development Commission and
RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT QF THE
EVERGLADES WATER CONSERVATION
AREAS: FIVE YEAR PLAN 1973-1978, prepared in
1974 by the Everglades Recreational Planning
Board. Both the USFWS and the GFC have
established rules and regulations governing public-
use of these areas.
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Save Our Rivers Projects

Projects Identified County or Total Acres
for Potential Acquisition Counties
CATEGORY “A”

Corkscrew Regional Lee 50,000 @

Ecosystem Watershed Collier

Fisheating Creek Glades 28,000

Lake Marion Creek Polk 15,000

Model Land Basins - Dade 31,000

Pal-Mar Martin 23,000
Palm Beach

Reedy Creek Orange 30,000
Polk ‘

Telegraph Swamp Charlotte 10,000

Walker Ranch Osceola 8,500
Polk

CATEGORY "B”

Dade/Broward Levee Dade 12,000

Everglades Buffer Strip Broward 1600

North Fork St. Lucie River St. Lucie 2,000

Shingle Creek Osceola 3,000

Six Mile Cypress I Lee 225

(1) Includes 10,500 acres of Corkscrew Sanctuary
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Save Our Rivers Project

CORKSCREW
REGIONAL
ECOSYSTEM
WATERSHED

County: Lee and Collier
Total Project Area: 50,000 Acres 1
Estimated Assessed Value: $30,000,000
Number of Owners: Numerous
1. General Description

Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed
(formerly known as Bird Rookery Swamp) is a
generic name for a vast project which covers nearly
50,000 acres in Collier and Lee Counties. The project
includes Corkscrew Marsh, which is the headwaters
of Corkscrew Sanctuary and Bird Rookery Swamp,
Flintpen Strand in southeastern Lee County, the
eastern fork of Corkscrew Swamp, known as Camp
Keais Strand, and the existing Audubon Corkscrew
Swamp Sanctuary.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

Water Resources:

Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed is
underlain directly by the water table aquifer, which
extends from near the land surface to the upper
confining layers of the Tamiami Aquifer. High
recharge capabilities are expected and the potential
for wellfield development in or surrounding this area
appears to be very promising. The area will also
provide stormwater management and will conserve
water resources within the extensive marsh and
swamp systems,

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed and
Flintpen Strand, in conjunction with Corkscrew
Sanctuary, serve as one of the major nesting and
feeding areas for the endangered wood stork. Florida
panthers have been tracked through the area and are
known to use this system, as well. The importance
of the eastern portion of the project is recognized
because of the connection it forms with Fakahatchee
Strand State Preserve and the Florida Panther and

50

|
Ten Thousand Islandd National Wildlife Refuges.
Fakahatchee Strand covers nearly 80,000 acres and
forms and unbroken dorridor to the Ten Thousand
Islands and Everglades National Park.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

The vastness and spread-out configuration of
Corkscrew Regional Ecosystem Watershed , coupled
with its proximity to and interaction with other
publicly owned and managed tracts, suggests that
some form of interagency management will be
required. The Nationdl Audubon Society has agreed
to participate in the management of the Corkscrew
Regional Ecosystem - Wiatershed portion of the project
in conjunction with |the Corkscrew Sanctuary.
Flintpen Strand appedrs suitable for operation by
the Florida Game and IFresh Water Fish Commission
as a wildlife and environmental area. Adequate law
enforcement patrol will be important to prevent
illegal entry and dumping. Some exotics are present
in the Lee County portion but appear to be in
controllable amounits. | ‘

5. Public Recreaﬁox&:

The area is of sufficient size to accommodate both
active and passive recreational activities. The area
in close proximity to Corkserew Sanctuary should be
limited to passive activities such as birdwatching,
hiking, photography and related nature appreciation
activities. Controlled ‘hunting on other portions of
the project may be fd¢asible; however, vehicular
access should be carefiilly regulated and limited to
certain designated roads.

1]t is anticipated that the S.O0.R. Program will purchase one-third
of the project while the other {wo-thirds will be acquired by county
initiates and other non-profit gfforts.

i
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Save Our Rivers Project

FISHEATING
CREEK

County: Glades
Total Project Area : 28,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $16,000,000
Number of Owners: One

1. - General Description

Fisheating Creek is an extensive natural riverine
system flowing through Glades County. The Creek
and its headwaters form an extensive water
management system covering hundreds of square
miles.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

Fisheating Creek is the only free flowing tributary to
Lake Okeechobee. The meandering runs and
associated flood plain attenuate peak discharges
duripg heavy storm events and are important for
water quality improvement prior to discharges
entering Lake Okeechobee. Groundwater resources
have not been quantified for this area; however, the
Surficial Aquifer has suitable capacity to supply low
volume users.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Much of the uplands and wetlands defined by the
limits of this project remain in a relatively
undisturbed state. Habitat types include -cypress
sloughs/mixed hardwood swamp forest, emergent
marshes, willow thickets and openwater ponds and
runs. Land use in and around the flood plain is
mostly native range. Use by wading birds is very
heavy, including endangered wood storks, white ibis
and great egrets. When stages in Lake Okeechobee
are high, Fisheating Creek serves as an important
feeding area for birds which normally use the lake
marshes.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Management requirements would be minimal, since
the property is in its natural state. No exotic
vegetation is present.
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Save OQur Rivers Project

LAKE MARION
C

County: Polk
Total Project Area: 15,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $15,000,000
Number of Owners: Multiple
1. General Description

The Lake Marion Creek SOR project application was
submitted by Polk County to both SFWMD and
SWFMD. A very detailed report with numerous
maps and land ownership information was submitted
with the application. The project area is the entire
Lake Marion-Snell Creek drainage basin. It totals
approximately 17,300 acres, 3,800 acres of which are
within SWFMD. As described in the report,
approximately 50% of the total project area is
wetlands, and most of these are within the 100 year
flood plain. Lake Marion is the primary water source
for Lake Marion Creek, which in turn discharges
into Lake Hatchineha, a SWIM Priority water body.
In addition, the watershed divide lies to the west of
the project area, therefore all drainage reaches the
Kissimmee River.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

Water Resources:

Sixty percent (60%) of the Basin is in almost an
unaltered state. In addition, fifty percent (50%) is in
wetlands and floodplain.

The area consists of two distinet physiographic
regions--the Lake Wales Ridge and the Osceola
Plain. Contained within the Lake Wales Ridge is an
area called the relic sand dunes. The area is of
critical importance to the recharge of the Floridan
Aquifer. The dunes are particular importance
because the sand allows water to infiltrate, rather
than run off, and the many sinkholes and sinkhole
lakes provide a more direct route for water to enter
the Floridan Aquifer. The result is a very high rate
of recharge.

The Osceola Plain is of lesser importance to
recharge. While recharge to the Floridan Aquifer
does occur in this area, it occurs at a much slower
rate than in the dunes. This is caused by silt and
clay layers that retard the downward movement of
water, resulting in swamps and marshes at the
surface. While less aquifer recharge occurs in the
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Osceola Plain thaniin the relic sand dunes, it is still a
significant amount.

Lake Marion, with ve'y good water quality, is the
headwater for Lake Marion Creek. The Creek joins
with Snell Creek and then flows to Lake Hatchineha
which in turn, discharges into Lake Kissimmee, then
into the Kissimmee River and further to Lake
Okeechobee. This water affects a number of SFWMD
Surface Water Imprbvement and Management
(SWIM) priority water bodies.

3. Potential for Rel toring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

The natural habitats jare in very good condition.
Exotic vegetation is no} a problem. Drainage works,
such as ditches and swales have not been cut;
therefore, hydrologic restoration will not be a major
effort. The size of the property and the deep swamps
allow the interior portions to remain buffered from
activities along the edge. As mentioned previously,
sixty percent (60%) of|the basin is basically in an
unaltered state. !

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

The river swamp attenuates flood waters and
provides year round base flow to Snell and Lake
Marion Creeks. The river swamp of Snell Creek
extends off the project boundary to the north and
connects with the Reedy Creek Swamp SOR project.

A majority of the project site consists of a riverine
hardwood swamp system. These sloughs are
extensive and extend off site. In conjunction with the
significant aquifer recharge capability of the
adjacent sand hills, Snell and Lake Marion Creeks
provide a constant supply of high quality water to
Lakes Hatchineha and Ki

The site has a number of habitat types, including
riverine swamps, isolated marshes, pine flatwoods
and sand pine scrub. The number of diverse habitat.
types increases the suitability for a variety of
wildlife species. |Several rare, threatened and
endangered species inhabit the basin, including bald
eagles, scrub jays, fox squirrels and gopher tortoises.

Polk County has expressed an interest in
participating to manage this land.

5. Recreation Potential:

The Save Our Rivers Program allows for lands to be
utilized for general public recreation purposes,
considering the environmental sensitivity and
suitability. The Caunty has indicated the land may
have potential for varied trail use, canoeing,
camping and nature study. The area is already used
for fishing and some environmental study.

|
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Save Our Rivers Project

MODEL LAND
BASINS

County: Dade/Monroe
Total Project Area: 31,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $25 Million
Number of Owners: Numerous
1. General Description

The project is located primarily in Dade County with
a very small portion on the edge of Monroe County.
With the exception of the extreme northwest corner
and a one mile wide strip along the northern
township line, this area includes all the land east of
U.S. 1 and south of the northern boundary of
Township 568 South. The FPL cooling ponds at
Turkey Point are not included in the project
boundary.

The total project area is approximately 31,000 acres
and includes a variety of habitats, both freshwater
and estuarine. The northwestern corner has been
invaded by Australian pine and Brazilian pepper,
but the great majority of the site is exotic free. The
majority of the tract is undisturbed fresh and salt
water wetlands. The dominant habitat type is wet
prairie, interspersed with tree islands. Vegetation in
. the tree islands includes red bay, dahoon holly,
cocoplum and buttonbush in the upland islands, and
red, white and black mangroves in the estuarine
islands.

This area was historically listed as transverse
Everglades by John Henry Davis in his original
characterization of the Everglades. These lands form
a contiguous habitat corridor with Everglades
National Park, the C-111 Aeroject purchases,
Biscayne National Park, Crocodile Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge, the north Key Largo CARL
purchases, John Pennekamp State Park, and the
existing National Marine Sanctuary.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

Water Resources:

The sheet flow of water across this area provides
high quality freshwater to the estuarine areas of
Card Sound, Barnes Sound and Manatee Bay. This
basin is the primary source of overland freshwater
for Biscayne National Park and the southern
portions of Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserve. Card

Sound is both an A
Outstanding Florida

\quatic Preserve and an

ther.
This area functions as a recharge area for

maintenance of the sal
important function fo
saltwater intrusion inf
on the property will aid

t-barrier line thus serving an
r the prevention of further
o the region. Holding water
this process.

3. Potential for: Re

toring and/or Protecting

Natural State and Condition:

This area is habitati for many threatened and
endangered species including; Florida panthers,

American crocodiles,

ood storks, the coast leather,

fern, and the silver palm. This area is federally

designated as critical habitat for the American
crocodile. Natural.communities are still in excellent
condition for the most part. In conjunction with the
shoreline of Biscayne National Park, this area forms
the longest undevéloped strip of red mangroves on
the east coast of Florida. The project has received
support from the Natipnal Park Service, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service arid Dade County.

The District is working with DOT in the design of
U.S. 1 improvements to increase freshwater flows
under the highwayfrorm the west.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentsdlly Acceptable Manner:

With the exception of the exotic invasion in the
northwest corner, the tract is in very good condition.
Dade County has indicated that this site would be a
high priority area for treatment of exotics as part of
their off-site mitigation program for development
elsewhere in the county. The National Park Service
has stated that they wpuld be willing to manage the

_ lands under certain cgnditions. The U.S. Fish and
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Wildlife Service, through Crocodile Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge, has also made a verbal offer to assist
in management.

5. Recreation Potential:

This tract is surprisingly open and, for the dedicated
hiker, would provide the opportunity to explore a
rather unique part of|Florida. There is excellent
opportunity for use of the extensive shoreline, by
boaters and fishermen. :
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Save Our Rivers Project

PAL-MAR

Palm Beach and Martin
23,000 Acres
$23,000,000

Numerous

Counties:
Total Project Area:
Estimated Assessed Value:
Number of Owners:

1.

The general location of Pal-Mar is north of the J. W.
Corbett Wildlife Management Area and south of the
St. Lucie Canal. Most of the property is in Martin
County, with a few sections in Palm Beach County.
The area is currently part of an extensive water
resource management planning study by the
Northern Palm Beach Water Control District and
the McArthur Foundation.

2

General Description

Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

The extensive wetlands in this project provide
significant conservation of surface water resources.

The aquifer under the Pal-Mar area may be expected
to have slow recharge due to 15-25 feet of confining
sands near the surface. The estimated transmissivity
shews the aquifer is adequate for small scale
development and individual use.

3. "Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Pal-Mar contains the largest concentration of
contiguous wetlands in Martin County. Habitat
diversity is relatively low, since all that exists are
low pine flatwoods mixed with wet prairies.
However, the quality of habitat is very good. It
scores high for connectedness because it is only
separated from Corbett Wildlife Management Area
and DuPuis Reserve by SR 710.

If permits could be obtained to drain the area the
development pressure would be very high, since it is
sub-divided into many small parcels. If a wellfield
were developed in the area it could have severe
environmental impacts, as the confining layer is in
adequate to protect wetlands from leakage.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:
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The management of the area would probably depend
on the type and amount of public activity allowed. It
has been used for some trash dumping and
controllable infestatigns of exotic vegetation are
present. ‘

5. Recreation Potential:

Recreational use would probably be high,
particularly if used as|a wildlife management area
like Corbett Wildlife Management Area. Several
deepwater canals remiin from earlier attempts to

drain the property. Since these have no positive
outfall, they provide gopd fishing.
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Save Our Rivers Project

REEDY CREEK
SWAMP

County: Osceola
Total Project Area: 30,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $15,000,000

Numerous

Number of Owners:

1. General Description

Reedy Creek is an extensive mixed hardwood/cypress
swamp which runs for nearly 25 miles through
western Osceola County. The project boundaries
extend from Disney's Reedy Creek Improvement
District to Cypress Lake.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources: '

In most areas, Reedy Creek Swamp has a flood plain
which is several miles wide. The extensive flood
plain provides important water quality benefits and
serves as the headwaters for two other lakes which
also have excellent water quality - - Lake Russell
and Cypress Lake. Like all naturally flowing
streams with adjacent wetlands, peak discharges
from major storm events are modified and stored
within the swamps to provide year-round base flow
for downstream lakes. The Floridan Aquifer is the
major source of groundwater for large scale wellfield
development in this area. The Surficial and
Intermediate Aquifers provide water for individual
domestic and small scale irrigation use. The Reedy
Cresk Swamp flood plain provides recharge to the
Surficial Aquifer, which in turn recharges the
Intermediate and Floridan Aquifers. The recharge
rate from the swamps is relatively low, compared
with the relic dunes of north central Polk county, but
the long period of inundation provides important
recharge to the Surficial Aquifer over a long period of
time.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Reedy Creek Swamp is offered a high degree of
protection because of its large size and
inaccessibility. Unless high density urban
development is proposed, the swamp should be able
to buffer itself. In the early 1980's a clearcut logging
operation occurred in the swamp. Additional
silvicultural activity of this sort can be expected in
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the future. Exotic vegetation does not appear to be a
problem, nor is it likely that hydrologic restoration
would be necessary,

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

The size and density of the swamp would preclude
any active management. Some exotic control and
prescribed burning may be necessary on upland
tracts. 3

5. Public Recreatioﬁ:

The system is very l‘a‘tge, dense and inaccessible,
except in a few locations. There is the potential for
hiking and canoeing if access points were created.
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Save Our Rivers Project

TELEGRAPH

S

County:

Charlotte
Total Project Area: 10,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $5,000,000
Number of Owners: One
1. General Description

Telegraph Swamp is located in Charlotte County and
covers nearly 10,000 acres. It is a mixture of low
pine flatwoods, cypress heads and emergent
freshwater wetlands. The surrounding land uses are
improved pasture and native range, as well as some
row crop farming.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

Water Resources:

This is a diverse system with a number of habitat
types. It connects with the C.M. Webb Wildlife
Management Area to the north, which covers an
additional 65,000 acres of similar habitat. Telegraph
Swamp has important water supply features.
Although little hydrogeologic investigation has been
done for this area, the following assumptions can be
made:

This part of Charlotte County is underlain by a
water table aquifer which has a potential for
development of large quantities of water for
public supply. The aquifer is thickest beneath
Telegraph Swamp.

a.

A situation in which a swamp occurs over the
thickest part of an aquifer is ideal for aquifer

- recharge during the transition from dry to wet
season.

Telegraph Swamp appears to be an important
resource with good aquifer recharge capability
and potential for wellfield development.
However, excessive withdrawals from the
aquifer, particularly from poorly placed wells,
will alter the hydroperiod of the wetland and
adverse environmental impacts will result.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting

Natural State and Condition:

Telegraph Swamp is in excellent condition. No
exotic vegetation has been observed. Hydrologic
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restoration would not. be necessary. The size of the

swamp and the single ownership of land around it

provide it the highest degree of protection.

4. Potential for Mgnaging and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Due to the size and he¢althy condition of the system,
management requirements are minimal.

5. Public Recremidn:

The potential for public use is uncertain. It provides
excellent opportunities for hunting, but the fact that
it is totally surrounded by private land and has
minimal access probably limits its public use
potential.
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Save Qur Rivers Project

WALKER
RANCH

County: Osceola and Polk
Total Project Area: 8,500 Acres

Estimated Assessed Value: $13,000,000
Number of Owners: One

1. General Description

Walker Ranch is located in Osceola and Polk
Counties, and borders both Lake Russell and Lake
Hatchineha. It covers approximately 8,500 acres.
The northeastern property boundary is Reedy Creek,
which is presently a Save Our Rivers Category A
project. The property is a working cattle ranch, with
expanses of improved pasture, primarily in the
southern portion of the ranch. The northern and
central portions are mostly pine flatwoods, mixed
with bay swamp forests and isolated wet prairies.
Patches of xeric oak scrub are scattered throughout
the site as well.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of

“Water Resources:

Portions of the property lie within the flood plains of
Reedy Creek and Lake Hatchineha. The uplands are
contributory watersheds to both water bodies. The
Lake Hatchineha shoreline is within the Kissimmee
Chain of Lakes acquisition area. While detailed
groundwater supply information is not available, it
is likely that this property provides significant
recharge to the Floridan Aquifer.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

The site contains a variety of plant communities and
wildlife habitats. Pine flatwoods, riverine swamp,
xeric scrub and extensive wetlands provide habitat
for a wide variety of wildlife. Several endangered
species, including wood storks, bald eagles, and scrub
jays nest, as well feed on the property. Some
restoration would be required to offset the effects of
drainage caused by the ranching operation. This
parcel provides an extensive wildlife corridor
between Lake Hatchineha and Reedy Creek Swamp.
It provides necessary upland habitat, not commonly
found in the deep swamp systems, for terrestrial
species.
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4. Potential for Manb ging and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

While some wetland rpstoration will be necessary,
this should be limited to the plugging of ditches and
swales. Extensive stru¢tural work is not anticipated.
The current ranchi operation has maintained a fire
regime necessary for a healthy mixed pine
community. Heavy understory fuel loads are not
present, which reduce$ the threat of wildfire and
allows land managers ito concentrate on prescribed
fire for habitat management rather than fuel load
reduction. Exotic vegetation does not appear to be a
problem. It is possible that the Boy Scouts of
America or the Florida Game and Freshwater Fish
Commission would participate as cooperative
managing partners.

5. Recreation Potential:

Public use on this property would be expected to be
very high. It has boat access from Lakes Russell and
Hatchineha, and canoging is probably possible on
portions of Reedy Creek. The diversity of community
types makes it very suitable for hiking and
equestrian trails. Its large size would probably make
it. attractive as a wildlife management area for
hunting.
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Save Our Rivers Projects

Projects Identified County or Total Acres
for Potential Acquisition Counties
CATEGORY “A”
Corkscrew Regional Lee 50,000
Ecosystem Watershed Collier
Fisheating Creek Glades 28,000
Lake Marion Creek Polk 15,000
Model Land Basins Dade 31,000
Pal-Mar Martin 23,000
' Palm Beach
Reedy Creek Orange 30,000
Polk
Telegraph Swamp Charlotte 10,000
Walker Ranch Osceola | 8,500
Polk
CATEGORY "B”
Dade/Broward Levee Dade 12,000
Everglades Buffer Strip Broward 1600
North Fork St. Lucie River St. Lucie 2,000
Shingle Creek Osceola 3,000
Six Mile Cypress I Lee 225
(D Includes 10,500 acres of Corkscrew Sanctuary




Save Our Rivers Project

DADE
BROWARD
LEVEE

County: Dade
Total Project Area: 12,000Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $30,000,000
Number of Owners: Numerous

1. General Description

The property is located directly north of the Tamiami
Canal (C-4), with Levee 30/US 27 forming the
western boundary and the Dade Broward Levee the
eastern boundary.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

The project provides water supply benefits by
maintaining groundwater levels to the east and may
help support proposed well fields. The land lies
within the cone of influence of Dade County's
Northwest Wellfields. The project is anticipated to
have a positive impact upon the area designated as
“urban water conservation area”. The project also
provides recharge to the Snapper Creek wellfield
located south of Tamiami Trail and east of Florida's
turnpike.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
.Natural State and Condition:

Dade County has shown interest in assisting to
restore and maintain the property. Exotic invasion
has occurred, primarily concentrated in the southern
one-half of the property. Overdrainage by the
Tamiami Canal has seriously degraded the southern
portion. It is unlikely that this area could be
restored.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Management needs would be basically directed
toward control of Melaleuca and coordination with
the Dade County Water and Sewer Authority.-

5. Recreation Potential:

Public use of this property is anticipated to be low
due to the lack of recreational opportunities.
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Save Our Rivers Project

EVERGLADES
BUFFER STRIP

County: Broward
Total Project Area: 1,600 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $1,600,000
Number of Owners: Multiple

1. General Description

Everglades Buffer Strip totals approximately 4000
acres. It exists as a one-half mile wide strip which
lies between the District’s L-37 and L-33 levees and
U.S. Highway 27 in Broward County. It extends
from State Road 84 to the Dade County line.

The project application includes a 1,600 acre portion

which extends from SR 84 to C-11 canal.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

Conservation Areas 3A and 3B leak large amounts of
water through the L-37 and L-33 levees, due to the
high head differential that presently exists. District
ownership of the Buffer Strip could allow higher
control elevations to be maintained, thus reducing
leakage from the Conservation Areas.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

The project area has been impacted by rock mining
and exotic plant invasion, primarily Melaleuca.
There appears to be a number of constraints to
restoration: The existing FP&L service road, the
elevation of the sub-grade for U.S. 27, the relative
elevation of lands and levees and the long narrow
shape of the project.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Broward County has indicated significant interest in
the entire 4000 acres of buffer strip, which includes
the 1600 acres submitted as a Save Our Rivers
project. The County is already participating in

research for controls to inhibit the spread of
Melazleuca. They have indicated an interest in
monetary programs to help in acquisition of the land
and to assist in Melaleuca removal and control.
Early management tasks will include a program to

inform the public about the impertance of the Buffer
Strip and an exotic e

5. Recreation Patential:

Broward County has inflicated the Buffer Strip lands
offer potential for public recreation which take
advantage of its abundant open-space. Recreational
activities could inc¢clude fishing, canoe trails, and
environmental education/interpretive facilities.
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Save Qur Rivers Project

NORTH FORK
ST. LUCIE

County: St. Lucie
Total Project Area: 2,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $5,600,000
Number of Owners: Numerous

1. General Description

The stretch of North Fork under consideration is
approximately six miles long, and extends from the
White City bridge to Canal C-24.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

"More than 80% of the project area is comprised of
wetlands within the river flood plain. The wetland
types include hardwood swamp, low hammock,
sawgrass marsh and mangrove forest. The
mangroves are limited to approximately the lower
one-third of the project. The flood plain wetlands
help lower current velocities in the river, thereby
attenuating and gradually releasing the flood
waters. This action also facilitates recharge of the
surficial aquifer, and filters out nutrients, pollutants
and suspended solids.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

This streteh is included within the North Fork St.
Lucie River Aquatic Preserve and is also an
Outstanding Florida Water. In addition to the river
flood plain, the project includes approximately 175
acres of high quality uplands, such as high
hammock, pine flatwoods and sand pine serub.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:
Encroaching urban development proves the greatest

threat. No flood plain restoration or structure
replacement appears necessary. Some exotic

vegetation is present, but in controllable amounts.
Both St. Lucie County and the City of Port St. Lucie
have agreed to manage the property and commit
funds for management should it be acquired.

‘management increas

5. Public Recreifition:

Due to its proximity tp the rapidly expanding areas

of St. Lucie County;the property is readily accessible

to potential users./ Bodting, fishing and canoeing are

-actively pursued oh this part of the river at this time.

The willingness of locgl government to participate in
‘the-likelihood of riverfront

parks and other passive recreational facilities.
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Save Our Rivers Project

SHINGLE
CREEK

County: Orange

"Total Project Area: 3,000 Acres
Estimated Assessed Value: $2,000,000
Number of Owners: Numerous
1. General Description

Shingle Creek Swamp covers nearly 3,000 acres in
Southern Orange County. It is a major receiving
body for much of the storm water runoff from areas
south and southwest of the City of Orlando. The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ proposed Shingle Creek
preject could cause environmental problems by
restricting the flow of water into the eastern portion
of the swamp and adding excess water to the western
portion.

2. Importance of Water Management, Water
Supply, and Conservation and Protection of
Water Resources:

Shingle Creek Swamp is largely isolated, except for
its connection with Shingle Creek, which flows along
the eastern border of the swamp. It plays a very
important water management role because it
receives the stormwater from most of Valencia
Water Control District (VWCD). The swamp has
several wetland habitat types, but it has been
divided by two powerline easements and their
associated service roads. The swamp plays major
roles in flood attenuation and water quality
improvement.

3. Potential for Restoring and/or Protecting
Natural State and Condition:

Some modifications may have to be made to the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers Water Management plan
to restore more sheet flow to the eastern portion of
the swamp. VWCD has begun to eliminate canal
berms and restore sheetflow to parts of the swamp,
The intense development pressure around the
swamp would probably increase the need for exotic
control, fencing and posting.

4. Potential for Managing and Maintaining in
an Environmentally Acceptable Manner:

Some hydrologic restoration will be needed, similar
to those activities already started by VWCD.
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Breaches in the levee| of Shingle Creek: should be
made to force sheetflow back into the swamp. Exotic
control ‘along the powerline easements may be
necessary in the futune. Other than the above listed
items, Shingle Creek Swamp is in relatively good
condition.

5. Public'Recreatio

Canoeing in Shingle .dreek is-a popular activity. If
public access could be|obtained along the powerline
easements, hiking trpils or boardwalks could be
established. The dense nature of the swamp will
probably prohibit extensive recreational use.
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Save Our Rivers Project

SIX MILE
CYPRESS1I

management strz{teg es, such as revitalization of
flow ways to rest}ore flows to the North Arm and
main strand of the slough.

Melaleuca and Brazilian pepper are problem exotics
that have proliferated in certain portions of the
slough. Native vegetation has been completely
replaced by Melaleuca in approximately 200 acres.
A vigorous eradicatidn/control program involving

chemical and mechanical applications is planned to

County: Lee
Total Project Area: 22,5 cresl

aoc ooe
Estimated Assessed Value: -000;
Number of Owners: Multiple
1. General Description

Six Mile Cypress Slough occupies approximately
2000 acres in Lee County southeast of the City of Ft.
Myers. It extends from State Road 82 southwesterly
for approximately nine miles to Ten Mile Canal. The
slough averages 1,500 feet in width. This project (Six
Mile Cypress II), locally known as the "North Arm",
covers approximately 225 acres and appears to be a
transitional arm of the main slough. It extends to
the east for approximately two miles and varies in
width from 400’ - 1000'. The arm collects runoff from
the north and areas east of 1-75. Box culverts under
the interstate direct runoff through the arm and into
the main strand of Six Mile Cypress. The Slough
consists of cypress swamp, interspersed with
numerous open ponds. It is fringed with pine
flatwoods, transitional hardwoods, wet prairies, and
Melaleuca.

2. Land Stewardship Activities:

A. Restoring and/or Protecting Natural
State and Condition:

Lee County has agreed to develop, operate and
maintain the slough as a nature preserve under an
agreement with the District. A detailed description
of the slough is contained in the Six Mile Cypress
Slough Management Plan prepared by the County in
1986. Specific actions to implement the plan are set
forth in the Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve Land
& Water Management Plan prepared by the County
and approved by the District in 1988.

Six Mile Cypress Basin is being studied as part of the
Lee County Surface Water Management Master
Plan. It will recommend design criteria to prevent
further degradation and slough enhancement. A
principal objective will be to restore a more natural
hydroperiod to aid in wetland revitalization.

The District, through its local Government
Assistance Program, is working with Lee County to
develop a Surface Water Management Master Plan
for Six Mile Basin. The plan will propose
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halt the future spread of these species. Reforestation
with native species will be undertaken where large
stands of exotics are rgmoved.

and Maintaining in an
Hy Acceptable Manner:

B. Managing
Environmen

The entire perimeter pof the slough is being posted to
prevent unauthorized access, and problem areas are
being fenced and/or barricaded. Routine patrol will
be provided by presérve personnel and the l.ee
County Sheriff's Department.

A prescribed burning|program is proposed for the
pine flatwoods north of Penzance Road to maintain
the species composition of this community and
prevent the buildup of fuels that could result in
damaging wildfires. Fire lanes will be constructed to
facilitate the burns and to protect sensitive cypress
and hardwood areas. | Wildfires will be suppressed
only when considered [necessary to protect adjacent
lands and highway trayel or when preserve resources
would be subject to irréparable damage.

C. Public Recreation:

The slough has been uped informally for both active

and passive recreation

The continuation of
fishing, picnicking,
observation will be

al activities for many years.
passive activities such as
photography and nature
encouraged in appropriate

locations within the preserve. Interpretive facilities

consisting of an el

ated boardwalk, covered

e
amphitheater and parlI,ing area will be developed by

Lee County to enhan
preserve. Special prog
Lee County Parks and
Lee County Schoo

e visitor appreciation of the
rams will be conducted by the
Recreation Department. The
| Board Department of

Environmental Education will continue its past
practice of conducting field trips to the slough.

1 See Six Mile Cypress
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dee Our Rivers Project
WATER
MANAGEMENT

Palm Beach
14,000 Acres

Estimated Assessed Value: 46 million

Number of Owners: Numerous

1. Purpose & Function:
To reduce phosphorus concentrations

entering WCA-3A from the S-7 drainage
basin.

2. Location & Land Use:

® 14,000 acres located between Station S-7
and Holey Land.

® Mixed acreages of sugar cane and sod.

3. Benefits:

® Removal of the approximately 57 tons of
phosphorus per year from the S-7 and $-8
drainage basin prior to discharging into
WCA-3A.

® Phosphorus reduction will directly
benefit WCA-3A.

® WMA-3 will reduce the S-7 and S-8 basin
phosphorus problems, will redistribute
sheet flow along most the northern
section of WCA-3A and may also be used
to reduce loadings to the Holey Land.

4. Funding Assumptions:

¢ EAA provides 50% of funds and
Mitigation; SOR provides 50%.
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WATER RESOURCES ]

F.S. 1990 Ch. 373
373.59 Water Management Lands manageant maintenance, and capital
Trust Fund.-- improvements of the followmg lands and

(1) There is established within the
Department of Environmental Regulation
the Water Management Lands Trust Fund
to be used as a nonlapsing fund for the
purposes of this section. The moneys in
this fund are hereby continually
appropriated for the purposes of land
acquisition, management, maintenance,
and capital improvements in accordance
with the provisions of this section. Up to
10 percent of the moneys in the fund may
be allocated annually to the districts for
management, maintenance, and capital
improvements pursuant to subsection (7).
The districts may contract with state
agencies to provide the management and
maintenance services.

(2) (a) Subsequent to public
hearings, similar to those held pursuant to
s. 120.54, each district shall file a 5-year
plan for acquisition with the Legislature
and the Secretary of Environmental

Regulation by January 15, 1982. Annually

thereafter, each district shall file with the
Legislature and the secretary a report of
acquisition activity together with
modifications or additions to its 5-year
plan of acquisition. The report shall also
include a description of land management
activity. Expenditure of moneys from the

Water Mana_ghmemLLa&Trust Fund
shall be lirited -3 LO5%5- O]
acquisition,-XQar ‘ :

lands shaII occur without a public eanng
similar to those held pursuantto the
provisions set forth in s. 102,54. In the
annual update of its 5-year pban for
acquisition, each district shall identify
lands needed to protect or recharge
ghroundwater and shall establish a plan fo
their acquisition as necessary to protec
potable water supplies. Lands which serv
to protect or recharge groundwate
identified pursuant to this paragraph shal
also serve to protect other valuable
natural resources or provide space for
natural resource-based recreation.

(b) Moneys from the fund shall be
used for continued acquisition,

lands set forth in the 5-year land
acquisition plan of the district:

1. By South Florida Water
Management|District--lands in the water
conservation lareas and areas adversely
affected by raising water levels of Lake
Okeechobee in accordance with present
regulation schedules, and the Savannahs
Wetland area in Martin County and St.
Lucie County. :

2. By Sbuthwest Florida Water

Management| District--lands in the Four
River Basins areas, including Green
Swamp, Upper Hillsborough and Cypress
Creek, Anclote Water Storage Lands
(Starkey), | Withlacoochee and
H|Ilsborou% riverine corridors, and
Sawgrass Lp € addition.
St. Johns River Water
Management District--Seminole Ranch,
Latt Maxey and Evans properties in the
upper St. Johns River Basin.

4. By Suwannee River Water
Management District--lands in Suwannee
River Valley.

5. By Northwest Florida Water
Managemenit District--lands in the
Choctawhatchee and Apalachicola River
Valleys.

(3)(@) = Moneys from the Water
Management |Lands Trust Fund shall be

‘used for acquiring the fee or other

interest in lgnds necessary for water
management, water supply, and the
conservation |and protection of water
resources, except that such moneys shall
not be used for the acquisitig 1ts-

y
moneys
management maintenance, and capital
improvements. Lands acqunred with
moneys from the fund shall be managed
and maintainied in an environmentally
acceptable manner and, to the extent
practicable, in such a way as to restore
and protect their natunal state and
condition.

ary of the Department
of Environmental Regulation shall release
moneys from|the Water Management
Land Trust Fund to a district for
preacquisition| costs within 30 days after
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receipt of a resolution adopted by the
district’s ?overning board which identifies
and justifies any such preacquisition costs
necessary for the purchase of any lands
listed in the district’s 5-year plan. The
district shall return to the department any
funds not used for the purposes stated in
the resolution, and the department shall
deposit the unused funds into the Water
Management Lands Trust Fund. '

(c) The secretary of the Department
of Environmental Regulation shall release
acquisition moneys from the Water
Management Lands Trust Fund to a
district following receipt of a resolution
adopted by the governing board
identifying the fands being acquired and
certifying that such acquisition is
consistent with the plan of acquisition
and other provisions of this act. The
governing board shall also provide to the
Secretary of Environmental Regulation a
copy of all certified appraisals used to
determine the value of the land to be
purchased. If the purchase price is greater
than the appraisal price, the governing
board shall submit written justification for
the increased price. The Secretary of
Environmental Regulation may withhold
moneys for any purchase that is not
consistent with the 5-year plan or the
intent of this act or that is-in excess of
appraised value. The governing board
may appeal any denial to the Land and
Water Adjudicatory Commission pursuant
tos.373.114.

(d) The secretary of the Department
of Environmental Regulation shall release
to the district moneys for management,
maintenance, and capital improvements
following receipt of a resolution and
request adopted by the governing board
which specifies the designated managing
agency, specific management activities,
public use, estimated annual operating

costs, and other acceptable
documentation to justify release of
moneys.

(4) water management land

acquisition costs shall include payments to
owners and costs and fees associated with
such acquisition.

(5) If a district issues revenue bonds
or notes under s. 373.584, the district may

pledge its share of the moneys in the
Water Management Lands Trust Fund as
security for such bonds or notes. The
Department of Environmental Regulation
shall pay moneys from the trust fund to a
district or its designee sufficient to pay the
debt service, as it becomes due, on the
outstanding bonds and notes of the
district; however, such payments shall not
exceed the district’s cumulative portion of
the trust fund. However, any moneys
remaining after payment of the amount
due on the debt service shall be released
to the district pursuant to subsection (3).

(6) Any unused portion of a district’s
share of the fund shall accumulate in the
trust fund to the credit of that district.
Interest earned on such portion shall also
accumulate to the credit of that district to
be used for land acquisition,
management, maintenance, and capital
improvements as provided in this section.
The total moneys over the life of the fund
available to any district under this section
shall not be reduced except by resolution
of the district governing board stating
that the need for the moneys no longer
exists.

(7YMoneys from the Water
Management Lands Trust Fund shall be
allocated to the five water management
districts in the following percentages:

(a) Thirty percent to the South
Florida Water Management District.

- (b) Twenty-five percent to the
Southwest Florida Water Management
District.

(c) Twenty-five percent to the St.
Johns River Water Management District.

(d) Ten percent to the suwannee
River Water Management District.

(e) Ten percent to the Northwest
Florida Water Management District.

(8) Beginning in fiscal year 1986-87,
each district may use up to 10 percent of
its allocation under subsection (7) for
management, maintenance, and capital
improvements. Capital improvements
shall include, but need not be limited to,
perimeter fencing, signs, firelanes, access
roads and trails, and minimal public
accommodations, such as primitive
campsites, garbage receptacies, and
toilets.

A-2
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NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE:
Clark Maxwell, Jr., Executive Director, Community College
System

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON WHO APPROVED
THE PROPOSED RULE: Cecil Golden, Deputy
Commissioner, Department of Education

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED: September 7, 1990

N
i X 9. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION
! JOCKET NO.: 89-105R

RULE CHAPTER TITLE: RULE CHAPTER NO.:

Water Management Lands Trust Fund 17-402
RULE TITLES: RULE NOS.:
Scope 17-402.001
Definitions 17-402.020
Release of Funds 17-402.030
District Share of Acquisition Costs 17-402.040
Financial Reports 17-402.050
Water Management District Lands Trust

Fund Bond Issues 17-402.060

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Water Management Lands
Trust Fund is authorized by Section 373.59, F.S. The general
criteria for disbursements from the fund for land acquisition
costs are contained in Rule 17-402, F.A.C. In 1986, Section

—»T\-Sl«i_sQfES.Fwas_a.mgnded to allow management, maintenance

and capital improvement costs to be recovered from the fund.
The Department is proposing to amend Rule 17-402, F.A.C.,
to include criteria for release of moneys for these costs, to
avoid confusion and delay in processing requests for moneys
from the fund. The Department has developed language to
be incorporated into the rule which clarifies the procedures
for requesting moneys from the fund. The proposed rule will
expedite processing of requests from the water management
districts for moneys from the fund for all allowable purposes.
SUMMARY: The proposed rule language is expanded to more
accurately reflect the current statutory language. New
definitions are added as required by the addition of new
language addressing management, maintenance, and capital
improvement costs. The proposed rule will address the
changes made by the Legislature in 1986 to allow the use of
funds for management, and provides procedures for
implementing the statutory language. *‘ Preacquisition costs’’
are included to address the change to Section 373.59, F.S.
made by the 1990 Legislature as part of the Preservation 2000
Act, Chapter 90-217, Laws of Florida.

SPECIFIC RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.043, 373.59,
F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.139,
373.59, F.S.

SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATE OF ECONOMIC
IMPACT: Adoption of the proposed revisions to Rule 17-402,
F.A.C,, is not expected to result in any significant increase
in costs or workload to the Department. In the long-run, the
clarification of procedures should actually reduce workload
by allowing water management districts to provide needed
information with the initial request, thus expediting the
processing of those requests.

4366

The revised rule providing detailed information will enable
staff to more easily decide whether a request for monies
qualifies for disbursement from the fund. This information will
expedite the request review process for both the districts and
the Department. Therefore, possible confusion and failure to
provide sufficient information, which may result in costly
delays in disbursement of needed funds, will be avoided. Also,
the information required by the revised rule will provide the
Department with assurances that applicable auditing
requirements are being met.

No significant effects on competition, the open market for
employment, or small businesses are expected to result from
adoption of the proposed revisions.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF
THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE
TIME, DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

TIME AND DATE: 2:00 p.m., October 22, 1990

PLACE: Department. of Environmental Regulation, Twin
Towers, Room 609, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee,
Florida ;
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE i
PROPOSED RULE AND ECONOMIC STATEMENT IS:
Ruark L. Cleary, Department of Environmental Regulation,
Intergovernmental Coordination Section, Twin Towers, Room
524B, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400,
Phone {904) 488-0130.

~ THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULES ARE:- w“

17-402.001 Scope. This chapter provides the
requirements and procedures for the release of moneys from
the Water Management Lands Trust Fund to the water
management districts for use in acquiring lands necessary for
water management, water supply and the conservation and
protection of water resources, gr_xg for use in Inanaggnent

maintenance, and capital improvement of said lands purpeses. f

Specific Authority 373.026, 373.045 FS. Law Implemented 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.59
FS. History—New 3-24-82, Formerly 17-42.01, Amended

17-402.020 Definitions.

(1) “Acquisition Costs™ shall mean direct costs actually
incurred by a water management district in the acquisition
of the fee or other legal interest in lands, including the purchase
price and ancillary costs such as legal and title feﬁgw_ﬂg
fees, appraisal and negotiation fees, environmental audits and
personnel costs for these and related services and payments
to owners.

(2) “Allocation” shall mean the district’s share of the
funds credited to each district durmg a year, pursuant to
Section 373.59(7), Florida Statutes, plus any funds credited to

the dlstrlct in previous years which remain unencumbered by

(3}2) No change

(4) “Capital Improvements” shall include, but is not
limited to, perimeter fencing, signs, firelanes, access roads, ,
bridges and trails, structures, and minimal public

accommodations, such as primitive campsites,
receptacles, and toilets.

garbage
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(543} No change

(6)4) No change

(748} *'District” shall mean any one of the five water
management districts listed in Subsection 373.59(7%6), Florida
Statutes.

(8)%6) No change

(9%7) No change

{10} “Management and Mamtenance mean
activities necessary to maintain lands in an environmentally
acceptable manner, to restore and protect the natural state

and condition of the lands, to provide use of lands for general

public recreational pu purposes, and to provide use _oj renewable
resources.

(11} “Preacquisition costs” shall mean those costs
incurred by a water management district that are associated
with prellmmary and preparatory activities ne necessary for the
district to pursue acquisition of the fee or other legal interest

shall mean

in lands pursuant to Section 373.59, Florida Statutes.

12‘(8) No change

Specific Authority 373.026, 373.043 FS. Law Implemented 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.59
FS. History—New 3-24-82, Formerly 17-42.02, Amended 9-17-86, Formerly 17-42.020,
Amended _

17-402.030 Release of Funds.

{1) Funds may be released to the districts for
preacquisition costs, payment of land acquisition costs, and
management, maintenance, and capital improvement costs as
provided in (2)- (11)(6) below; for payment of debt service on

‘fand acquisition bond issues as provided in Rule 17-402.060,

FAC., and for other purposes where specified by state law.

(2) Each district may use up to 5 percent of its allocation
from the Water Management Lands Trust Fund for
preacquisition costs as defined herein. Preacquisition costs shall
be requested in accordance with Section 373.59(3)(b), Florida
Statutes and subsectlons (3) and (4) below, as applicable.
Payment of preacquisition costs is not Mlcated on
consummation of an acquisition.

(3¥2) A formal resolution adopted by the district
governing board, together with a copy of all certified
appraisals obtained by the district to determine the value of
the land to be purchased, shall be submitted to the
Department for release of funds requested by a district for
land acquisition costs. Except as provided in subsections (9)-
{11) {517}, below, the Department shall release funds to a
district within a reasonable time, not to exceed 30 days, after
the receipt of the governing board resolution or, for lands to
be acquired by eminent domain, after the receipt of a
subqequent request from the district’s legal counsel for the
release of funds.

(43} The governing board resolution shall certify the
following:

(a)-(c} No change

{d) That the acquisition of lands or interests therein for
which funds are requested is consistent with the five-year plan
of acquisition filed with the Legislature and the Department,
and er. in the case of lands aequired prior to July 15, 1982, is
consistent with Section 373.59(2)(a), Florida Statutes.

(ex{fy No change
(g) That lands acquired pursuant to this Chapter shall
be maintained in an environmentally acceptable manner, and

4367

to the extent practicable, in such a way as to restore and
protect their natural state and conditions; and

{h) That should the district dispose of any lands or
interests acquired pursuant to this Chapter, all revenues
derived therefrom will be used to acquire other lands for water
management, water supply and the conservation and
protection of water resources; and:

(i) No change '

(544} All lands to be acquired, except those to be
acquired by donation, shall be appraised by at least one
independent real estate appraiser.

(6) Each district may use up to 10 percent of its allocation

from the Water Management Lands Trust Fund for
management maintenance, and capital __Erovements

{7) A formal resolution and request adopted by the
district governing board shall be ‘submitted to the Department
for release of funds for management, maintenance and capital
improvements. Except as provided in subsections (9)}(11), below,

the D@artment shall release funds to a dlstnct w1th1n a

governing board resolution and acceptable documentatlon to
justify release of moneys.
(8) The governing board resolution shall certify that the

money is ‘needed to reimburse the district for expenditures
during a specified time period or to meet the reasonably

expected cash needs of t the district within the next 90 days and

1 ‘manage and~m:1ntal~nmsﬁl—n an envn‘onmentally
acceptable manner and to the extent practicable, in such a way
as to restore and protect “their natural state and condition;

2. develop management plans which include an
evaluatlon of the resource value, environmental sensitivity and

recreational Sllltablllty of these lands. and

general publlc recreational [ purposes. unless such y_sg 1_s
demonstrated to be incompatible with the purposes for which
the lands were acquired. The resolution shall specifically

mclude

{b) The designated mana; managmg agency(s)

© A detailed description of management, maintenance,
and capital improvement act1v1t1es, including an identification
of s specific lands, parcels, or projects on which the activities
are occurring;

(d) The estimated annual operating costs;

&) A statement that the proposed use of requested

moneys is consistent with Section 373.59, Florida Statutes and
Chapter 17-402, Florida Administrative Code; and

(f) A statement that any revenue derived from the use

and management of lands shall be utlhzed for purposes as

provided in subsection (1),

(9)(5} Upon receipt by the Secretary of the Department
of a the resolution specified in subsections (3) or (7), Rule
17-42.030(2), FAG, the Department shall review the 1 resolutlon
aequisition for consistency with the district’s five year plan
and the intent of Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, and shall

evaluate the justification for any PPE&CLSltlon costs, shall

evaluate the justification for any purchase price in excess of
appraised value for acquisitions, and shall evaluate the
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justification for withholding lands from public use for land
managenient requests. The Department shall also determine
whether there are sufficient funds allocable to the district, in
excess of funds reserved for bond issue debt service or reserve
accounts, to pay the requested aequisition costs. Within 20
days of receipt of a the resolution and all necessary
documentation, the Secretary shall notify the district in
writing that either the funds will be released or that they will
not be released. If funds will not be released, a written the
notice shall specify the reasons for withholding the moneys
requested. If no notice is given, the release of funds shall be
deemed to have been approved.

(10%6) No change

(11¥¥ No change
Specific Authority 373,026, 373.043 FS. Law Implemented 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.139,
373.59 FS. History —New 3-24-82, Formerly 17-42.03, Amended 9-17-86, Formerly 17-42.030,
Amended _

17-402.060 Water Management Lands Trust Fund Bond
Issues. A district that issues revenue bonds pursuant tc
Section 373.584, Florida Statutes, shall comply with th
provisions of this section.

{1) — {2)(a) No change

(b) the name and address of the registrar and paying
agent and the terms for transfer of funds to the paying agent.;
and

(3) No change
©t4) After receipt-by-the Department of the distriet’s
resolution authorizing issuance of bonds, and the signed
written agreement, the district Bepartment shall, commencing
on the date of issuance of the bonds, or such prior date as may
be agreed to by the Department and the district set aside and
escrow from the first available fund in the Water Management
Lands Trust Fund that are allocable to the district, sufficient
funds to pay the principal and interest on the bonds that shall
become due for the 12 month period commencing with the date
of issuance, or more if required by the Bond Agreement. The
district Department shall similarly set aside and escrow funds
for each following 12 month period in accordance with the
agreement until the entire issue is retired. In the event that
the district, by prior agreement with the Department may
choose not to set aside and escrow funds as described herein,
the Department shall fulfill the requirements of this subsection.

(5) — (6) No change

(7) Any moneys in the Water Management Lands Trust
Fund allocable to the district in excess of the amounts set aside
for payment of debt service on the bond issue, or for other
accounts as provided in Rule 17-402.060(2)(e), FAC, may be
utilized and withdrawn in accordance with Rule 17-402.030,
FAC.

(8) After the district has issued the bonds and the
Department has undertaken payment of the debt service on
such bonds, the district shall submit to the Department a
separate formal resolution adopted by the governing board
for each individual land acquisition that is made using
proceeds from the bonds or interest earned on such proceeds.
Such resolution shall conform to the requirements set forth
for land acquisitions in Rule 17-402.030(4}3), FAC, and shall
have a copy of all certified appraisals obtained by the district
to determine the value of the land to be acquired attached.
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" present table as outlined in Rule 21-6.008(4),

4368

The district shall not disburse funds for the acquisition prior
to the expiration of the 20 day review period set forth in Rule
17-402.030(9%8), FAC, and in the event the Secretary of the
Department disapproves such purchase pursuant to Rule
17-402.030(948), FAC., the district shall not disburse funds
for an acquisition unless and until the Secretary’s decision is
reversed on appeal by the Land and Water Adjudicatory
Commission.
(9} No change

Specific Authority 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.139, 373.689. 373.59 FS. Law Implemented
373.018, 373.139, 373:580; 373.59 FS. History—New 9-17-88, Formerly 17-42.060, Amended

NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE:
Ruark L. Cleary

NAME OF SUPERVISOR OR PERSON WHO APPROVED
THE PROPOSED RULE: John Shearer

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED: August 1, 1990

. DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION

ULE TITLE: RULE NO.:
Biennial Licensing 21-6.008
PURPOSE, EFFECT AND SUMMARY: The purpose of this
rule revision is to eliminate peak workload periods during the
biennial licensure period resulting in a more even workload
displacement for Departmental staff and ultimately providing
faster license renewal response. This chart supersedes the
Florida
Administrative Code.
SPECIFIC RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 455.203, F.S.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 455.203, F.S.
SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATE OF ECONOMIC
IMPACT OF THE RULE: The overall economic impact of this
proposed rule equates to a “one time” additional revenue
collection from selected professionals in return for an extended
licensure period, in the next biennial licensure period of the
selected profession. For example, if a profession currently has
an expiration date of January 31 of every even year and this
rule proposes that the expiration date be moved to February
28, of every even year, the licensee would be required to pay
1/24 of the current biennial license fee rounded up to the
nearest dollar in addition to the biennial license fee, and would
have the additional licensure period added to the biennial
license period for which he/she is renewing.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF
THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE
TIME, DATE AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:
TIME AND DATE: 10:00 a.m., October 15, 1990
PLACE: Department of Professional Regulation, 1940 North
Monroe Street, Suite 60, Tallahassee, Florida
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE
PROPOSED RULE AND ECONOMIC STATEMENT IS:
Bob West, Director, Division of Examination and Licensure,
Department of Professional Regulation, 1940 North Monroe
Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0792, (904) 487-1905.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

{This table supersedes the present table as outlined in Rule
21-6.008(4), Florida Administrative Code.)
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- —appraisals—obtained by

DER 1988 HATER MANAGEMENT LANDS TRUST FUND 17-42

(8) After the district has issued the bonds and the Department has undertaken
payment of the debt service on such bonds, the district shall submit to the
Department a separate formal resolution adopted by the governing board for each
individual land acquisition that is made using proceeds from the bonds or interest
earncd on such proceeds. Such resolution shall confornm to the requirements set forth
for land acquisitions in Rule 17-42.030(3), FAC, and shall have a copy of all certified
attached. The district shall not disburse funds for the acquisition prior to the

. expiration of the 20 day review period set forth in Bule 17-42.030(5), FAC, and in the
event the Secretary of the cmnslami disapproves such purchase pursuant to Rule
17-42.030(5), FAC, the district shall not disburse funds for an acquisition unless and
until the Secretary's decision is reversed on appeal by the Land and Water
Adjudicatory Commission.

(9) The creation by the Department of w:< district accounts in the Water
Management Lands Trust Fund for payment of debt service on bonds or for other
purposes shall not require actual segregation of funds for those purposes so long as
adequate accounting is made for funds reserved for each purpose.

Specific Autharity: 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.139, 373.589, 373.59, F.S.
Law Implemented: 373.016, 373.139, 373.589, 373.59, F.S.
History: New 9-17-86.

17-42.06048) -- 17-42.060(History)

9-17-86
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Appendix C

FLORIDA PRESERVATION 2000 ACT
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,18.5,314L

Senate Action House Action

7 ADJPTED wUN 2 1936

If amendment is text of another bill insert:
Bill No. Draft No.

Representatives Lawson, Arnold, Saunders, and Drage

offered tne following title amendment:

Amendment

On page 1, lines 1-31,

and on page 2, lines 1-31,
and on page 3, lines 1-31,
and on page 4, lines 1-17,

strike all of said lines

and insert: An act relating to land and water resources;
creating s. 259.101, F.S., the Florida Preservation 2000 Act:
providing legislative findings; providing for proceeds of
bonds issued pursuant to the act to be deposited in the
Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund; providing conditions for
the issuance of bonds in fiscal year 1990-1991; providing for
the distribution of bond proceeds by the Department of Natural
Resources for specified purposes; providing for title to
certain lands to vest in the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund; providing for future repeal of
distribution provisions; providing for legislative review
prior to such repeal; providing criteria for certain projects
financed by such proceeds; amending s. 201.15, F.S.; providing
for transfer of an additional portion of the proceeds of
excise taxes on documents to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund:
amending s. 212.235, F.S.; providing for an annual transfer of

funds from the State Infrastructure Fund to the Land

Submit original Code: hl1911/073-02d
and 12 copies Date: 06/01/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 10:00 p.m.




MEMBER AMENDMENT | it |compu-erc)

Bill No. CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,18.5,3.4:

-

Acquisition Trust Fund under certain eonditions %o pay dedn:

2| service on bonds; creating s. 375.045. F.S.: creating the

3{ Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund: providing for depcsi: of
4| funds therein and for the distribution Ehereof; providing for
5( public use of lands purchased with ﬁres rvation 2000 funds;

6] providing for control of nonnative invasive plant species on

7] certain lands purchased with Preservatipn 2000 funds;

8| providing duties of the Department of NAEtural Resources:

91 ramending 's. 259.035, F.S.; directing th& Land Acgquisition

10| Advisory Council to submit a report recommending a process for

11| a state land acquisition needs assesgmeft; creating s.
12| 253.0325, F.S.; directing the Departmen¢~of Natural Resources

13| to initiate -a computerized program to m$dernize its state ?
14| lands records and documents; amending s, 201.022, F.S., whicn

iS requires the filing of a return statingithe consideration paid
16| @s a condition precedent to the recording of a deed

i? transferring interest in real property; iptoviding that the

18] Department of Natural Resources or its dontract appraiser

19| 'shall have access to such returns under icertain conditions;

20| amending 8. 253.023, F.S., relating to the Conservation and

21| Recreation Lands Trust Fund; revising tde value of inholdings

22.'ar)additions to projects selected for purchase which are

23] exempt from selection procedures; revising provisions relating

24| to transfer of interests to appropriate [conservation

25| organizations; revising the percentage o; fund moneys which

26| must ‘be available for land acquisition; }mending s. 253.025,
27 F.S., relating to acquisition of state lhnds; deleting certain.
281 requirements imposed on appraisers; reviging conditions under
29| which an offer may exceed an appraisal; kevising the vote by

30| which the Board of Trustees of the Interbal Improvement Trust

31| Fund may direct the acquisition of propeity by eminent domain

Submit original " Code: hl911/073-02d
and 12 copies Date: 06/01/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 10:00 p.m.

i
|
1




P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Cusws e AALNURENLD (10 ccmputer)

Bill No. _CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,.8:3,314.

and requirements with respec:t therezo; acthorizing the 3card
of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund to use
Preservation 2000 funds to purchase certain lands on an
immediate basis; authorizing the board of trustees to waive or
modify land acquisition and competitive bid procedures to
acquire such lands; creating s. 372.074, F.S.; creating the
Fish and wildlife Habitat Trust Fund within the Game and Fresh
Warer Fish Commission to acquire and manage lands important to

conservation of fish and wildlife; providing requirements with

respect thereto; repealing s. 2, ch. 89-279, Laws of Florida,
which provides for the future review and repeal of statutes
relating to governing boards and basin boards of water
management districts; repealing s. 25, ch. 88-242, Laws of
Florida, and amending s. 1(15)(a), ch. 82-46, Laws of Florida;
deleting provisions that provide for periodic review of such
boards pursuant to the Sundown Act; amending s. 373.59, F.S.,
relating to the Water Management Lands Trust Fund; requiring
water management districts to identify certain lands and plan
for their acquisition; providing for the release of funds for
preacquisition costs; amending s. 374.001, F.S.; requiring
that certain expenditures from the Cross Florida Barge Caral
Trust Fund be coordinated with the Conservation and Recreation
Lands and Save Our Rivers programs; requiring that the
management plan developed pursuant to s. 253.7829, F.S., also
be coordinated with such programs; amending s. 375.031, F.S.,
relating to the acquisition of land under the OQutdoor
Recreation and Conservation Act of 1963; revising the value of
projects which are exempt from selection procedures; amending
s. 375.075, F.S.; revising provisions relating to the funding
of the Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program, to

correct a reference; qualifying the requirement that the

Submit original Code: h1911/073-024d
and 12 copies Date: 06/01/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 10:00 p.m.



MEMBER AMENDMENT (in fcmpuzer)

Bill Ne. CS/C&/H&'S =91.,1039,.3:5,31432

1| DJepartment of Natural Ressurces dewelop|and pian a program for
24 oundooi'rccreatinn; amending. s. 380.504, F.S.; revising the
3] date  of the appointment of the. public members. of the governing
4 body of the-Florida. Communities: Trust. apd the: effective darte
51 of such appointments; amending s. 380.505, F.S.; revising.
6{ provisions: relating. to meetings Oﬁethe~?oue{ning body;
7] amending s. 380.508, F.S.; providingq&d#~estabiishmen: of an
&\>advisory committee for the: trust; amanding,s. 380.510, F.S.;
91" correcting; a: reference; prouidinaneguhqemeﬂts for the use of
10| Preservation 2000 funds. by the Florida Qommunities Trust;
11} amending: .. 120.08065, F.S.; providing for a Florida Panther
ll»iltcansawplatewrptovidinqyfoz‘dis&;ibu:i%n of license plate
13| revenues: providing appropriations; amaﬂdinq s. 193.461, F.S.;:
14} peoviding. conditions. under which a lessele may apply for
LSQ>agr¢culturaa lands: classification for ad| valorem tax purposes;
164 prowviding for a waiver of annual apghicakionzfor the
lJ”lclassdticatinn of property as agriculturpl lands; providing an
18} effective dave.
lSJ
200
2L :
22l
23l |
25{ [
26 |
2&?
29y
30
kBN
Submit original Code: hl1911/073-02d
and 12 copies Date: 06/01/90
Op. Number: 48, Time: 10:00 p.m,.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Bill No. CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,1815,3141

Senate Action House Action

@N/// R

If amendment is text of another bill insert:
Bill No. Draft No.

Representative Lawson . .........0... e tes et

offered the following amendment:

Amendment

On page 8, between lines 29 and 30,

insert: (5) Any funds received by the Division of Forestry

from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund pursuant to paragraph

{e) of subsection {3) shall be used only to pay the cost of

the acquisition of lands in furtherance of outdoor recreation

and natural resources conservation in this state. The

administration and use of any funds received by the Division

of Forestry from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund will be

subject to such terms and conditions imposed thereon by the

agency of the state responsible for the issuance of the

revenue bonds, the proceeds of which are deposited in the

Preservation 2000 Trust Fund, including restrictions imposed

to insure that the interest on any such revenue bonds issued

by the state as tax-exempt revenue bonds will not be included

in the gross income of the holders of such bonds for federal

income tax purposes. All deeds or leases with respect to any

real property acquired with funds received by the Division of

Forestry from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall contain

such covenants and restrictions as are sufficient to insure

that the use of such real property at all times complies with

s. 375.051 and Section 9 of Article XII of the 1968

Constitution of Florida; and shall contain reverter clauses

Submit original Code: hl911/009-26a
and 12 copies Date: 05/24/90
Op. Number: 484 Time: 8:14 a.m.
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MEMBER AMENDMENT (iq computer) \
Bill No. CSLCS/THB'S 1911,1039,1815,3141
|
.providing for the reversion of title to spch property to the
‘Board of Trustees of the Internal,Impnovepent Trust Fund or,
in;the'case of a lease of such properqy, roviding for
termination of the lease upon_.a failuqe to use the propert
~conveyed thereby~§or such -purposes.
Submit.original Code: hl911/009-26a
" .and 12 -copies "Date: 05/24/90
“Qp. ‘Number: 484 ‘Time: B8:14 a.m.
2 |
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Bill No. CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,:825,3.3.

Senate Action House Aczion

CoT R0
@ ADLFTED SN

If amendment is text of another bill insert:
Bill No. Draft No.

Representatives Lawson, Arnold, Saunders, and Drage

offered the following amendment:

Amendment
On page 4, line 21,

strike everything after the enacting clause

and insert:
Section 1. Section 259.10l1, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

259,101 Florida Pregervation 2000 Act.--

{l) SHORT TITLE.--This section may be cited as the

"Plorida Preservation 2000 Act."

(2) LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS.--The Legislature finds and

declares that:

(a) The alteration and development of Florida's

natural areas to accommodate its rapidly growing population

have contributed to the degradation of water resources, the

fragmentation and destruction of wildlife habitats, the loss

of recreation space, and the diminishment of wetlands and

forests.

(b) Imminent development of Florida's remaining

natural areas and continuing increases in land values

necessitate an aggressive program of public land acquisition

during the next decade to preserve the quality of life that

attracts so many people to Florida.

Submit original Code: hl1911/073-04¢
and 12 copies Date: 06/02/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 12:31 a.m.
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MEMBER AMENDMENT (.2 ccmputer)

Bill No. _CS/CS/HB's 1911,.039,.8.5,3.4.

(¢) Acguisition of public lands shou.d te based on a

comprehensive assessment of Florida's natiral resources and

planned so as to protect the integritv of ecolocical syszems

and to provide multiple benefits, jinciuding preservaricn of

£ish and wildlife habitat, recreation !space, and water

recharge areas. Governmental agencies| respons.sle fcr public

land acquisition should work together ko purchase .ands

jointly and to coordinate individual phrchases within
!

ecological systems. ‘

(3) LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAMS BUPPLEMENTZID.,-~less :he

costs of issuance, the costs of funding reserve accounts, and

other costs with respect to the bonds,|the proceeds of bonds
i

issued pursuant to this act shall be déposited into the

Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund cteated by s. 1375.045.

No bonds shall be igsued in fiscal yeat 1990-199. pursuant to

thig act unlesg there is specific aythdrization for the

issuance of such bonds in the act implementing the 1990-199.

General Appropriations Act. The proceeds of any bonds

deposited into the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be

distributed by the Department of Natural Resources in the

following manner:

(a) Fifty percent to the Dggar;hent of Natural

Resources for the purchase of public laLds as described in s.

253.023., Of this 50 percent, at least Lne-fifth shall be used
|

for the acquisition of coastal lands.

{(b) Thirty percent to the Deparfment of Environmental

Requlation for the purchase of water mamagement lands pursyan-

to s. 373,59, to be distributed among tme water management

districts as provided in that section.

(c} Ten percent to the Department of Community Affairs

to provide land acquisition grants and locans to local

Submit original Code: h1911/073-04c
and 12 copiles , Date: 06/02/90Q
Op. Number: 483 Time: 12:31 a.m,




—

Bill No. CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,18.5,3.4L

governments through the Florida Communities Trust pursuanz %2

part II! of chapter 380. Of this 10 percen:, one-half shall

be matched by local governmen:s on a dollar-for-dollar basis.

(d) Two and nine~-tenths percent to =“he Departmen: 2f

Natural Resources for the purchase of inholdings ard addizions

to state parks. For the purposes of this paragraph, "stat=2

park"” means all real proper:-y in the state under the

jurisdiction of the Division of Recreation and Parks of zhe

Department of Natural Resources, or which may come under its

jurisdiction.

{e) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Division of

Forestry of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer

Services to fund the acquisition of state forest inholdings

and additions pursuant to s. 589.07.

(f) Two and nine-tenths percent to the Game and fresh

Water Fish Commission to fund the acquisition of inholdings

and additions to lands managed by "he commission which are

important to the conservation of fish and wildlife.

{g) One and three-tenths percent to the Department of

Natural Resources for the Florida Rails to Trails Program, %o

acquire abandoned railroad rights-of-way for use as public

recreational trails.

Local governments may use federal grants or loans, priva:e

donations, or environmental mitigation funds, including

environmental mitigation funds required pursuant to s.

338.250, for any part or all of any local match réquired for

the purposes described in this subsection. Bond proceeds

allocated pursuant to paragraph (c) may be used to purchase

lands on the priority lists developed pursuant tc s. 259.035.

Title to lands purchased pursuant to paragraphs (a), (c), (d),
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{e}, (£), and {g) shall pe vested in tHe Bcard of Tr.s=ees =f

the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. Haragraphs (a) asd (3)

are repealed effective October 1, 2000, and parag-aphs (c),

(d), (e), {f), and (g) are repealed efflective Oc=ober ., .332.

Prior to each repeal, the Legislatute Jha*l review tne

previsions scheduled for repeal and sthl determine whezrer =2

reenact or modifv the provisions or to |take no ac:ion.

(4) PROJECT CRITERIA.--

(a) Proceeds of bonds issued pursuant to zhis ac: and

distributed pursuant to paragraphs (3)(a) and (b) sha.l be

spent only on projects which meet a: le st one of zhe

following criteria, as dezermined pu:suhnt Lo paragraphs (9)

and (¢):

1. A significant portian of :thej land in -he pro-ec: s

in imminent danger of develapment;

2. A significant portion oE‘theiland in zhe Dro-ect s

in imminent danger of subdivision which;will result in

multiple ownership and may make.acquisition of the projec:

‘more costly or less likely to be accomplished:

3. The value of a significant pertion of the land in

the project is likely to appreciate at a rate tha: makes

purchasing the land immediately with bond proceeds more cost-

affective than delaying its purchase until acquisition funds

~hich are not bonded are available for the projec::

4. A significant portion of thejland in tne pro‘ect

;serves to protect or recharge groundwater and to protect other

wvaluable natural resources or provide space for natural

resource~based recreation:
5. The project can be purchased at 80 percent of
appraised value or lLess; or
‘Submit original : Code: nl9ll/073-04d
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6. A significant porticn of the land in the proiec:

gerves as habitat for endancezed or threatened species or

serves to protect endangered natural communities.

{b) Each yvear that bonds are to be iss.ed pursuan: =2

this act, the Land Acquisition Advisory Council shall review

that year's approved Conservation and Recreation Lards

priority list and shall, by the first board meeting in

Feoruary, present to the Board of Trustees of the Interrnal

Improvement Trust Fund for approval a listing of proiects on

the list which meet one or more of the criteria listed in

paragraph (a). The board may remove projects from the list

developed pursuant to this paragraph, but may not add

projects. -

(c) Each year that bonds are to be issued pursuanz to

this act, each water management district gocverning board shall

review the lands on its current year's Save Our Rivers S-vear

plan and shall, by January 15, adopt a listing of proiects

from the plan which meet one or more of the crireria listed in

paragraph (a).

When a nonprofit environmental organization which is tax

exempt pursuant to s. S0l{(c}(3) of the United States Interna.

Revenue Code sells land to the state, such land at the time of

such sale shall be deemed to meet one or more of the criteria

listed in paragraph (a) if such land meets one or more of the

criteria at the time the organization purchases it. Listings

of projects compiled pursuant to paragraphs (b) and (c) may be

revised to include projects on the Conservation and Recreation

Lands priority list or in a water management district's S-year

plan which come under the criteria in paragraph {a) after the

dates specified in paragraph (b) or paragraph (c). The
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requirement of paragraph {(a) of Supse&tiqn {3) regarding

coastal landg is met as long ds an average of cne-f£ifth cf :he

cumulative proceeds allocated through fiscal year 1399-2000

pursuant to that paragraph is used tolpurchase coastal lands.

(5) Any funds received by tHMe Division of Foresz:cy

from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund lpursuant tc paragrapn

(e) gf subsection (3) shall be used only to pay -he cos:z of

the acquisition of lands in furthetande of outdoor recreac-ion

and natural resources conservation in [this state. The

administration and use of any fundg received by the Divisicn

of Forestry from the Preservation 2000/ Trust Fund will be

subiect to such terms and conditions ilmposed thereon by the

agency of the state responsible for thL issuance o2f the
]

revenue bonds, the proceeds of which ate deposited in the

Presecrvation 2000 Trusc Fund, including restrictions imposed

to insure that the interest on any such revenue bonds issued

by the state ag tax-exempt revenue bonds will not be included

in the grogs income of the holders of duch bonds for federal

income tax purposes. All deeds or leages with respect :o any

real property scguired with funds récejved by the Division of

Porestry from the Preservation 2000,;Trust Fund shall contain

such covenants and restrictions as 4dre \sufficient to insure

that the uge of such rea)l property at all times complies with

8. 379.091 and Section 8 of Article;xrﬂiof the 1968
[

Constitution of Florida; and shall dontlin reverter clauses

providing for the reversion of title toisuch property to the

Board of Trustees of the Internal Improlement Trust Fund oc,

in the case of a leage of such property, providing for

termination of the lease upon a failure| to use the propert

conveved thereby for such purposes.
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Section 2. Effective July 1, 1990, subsec:icﬁ (2) of
section 212.23%, Florida Statuzes, is amended and subsecticn
{5) of that section is added to read:

(2) Subject to an appropriation each year by the

Legislature except as provided in subsection (5), moneys in

the fund shall only be used for the purposes of:

(a) Acquiring the right-of-way for and constructing
state highways and bridges;

(b} Constructing public education capital facilities;

(¢) Financing state projects for beach restoration or
renourishment or lake, river, or other water body restoration,
including the restoration of bays and estuaries;

{d) Constructing state correctional faci.ities;

(e) Matching grants to local government zo assist in
meeting the requirements as set forth in s. 163.3177;

() Constructing other infrastructure projects;

(g) Issuing revenue bonds to finance state capirtal
outlay projects authorized by this section. Such bonds shall
be payable solely from legislative appropriations from the
State Infrastructure Fund and shall not be a debt of the
state, and the state shall not be liable thereon. Neither the
taxing power, the credit, nor the revenues of the state shall
be'pledged to pay any obligation issued pursuant to this
subsection; or

(h) Financing the construction, rehabilitation,
purchase, maintenance, and acquisition of land for affordable
housing.

(i) Paying the debt service on, or funding debt

service reserve funds, rebate obligations, or other amounts

with respect to bonds issued pursuant to ss. 375.051 and

259.101, and payable from moneys transferred to the Land
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Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to sublgeczicon (%), not =0

- exceed $30 million annually. However, no bonds shall be

issued in fiscal year 19380-1991 pursuant to ss. 375.05- and

253.101 and no debt servige shall Bbe funded pursuac: -o :2is

pacagraph and subsection (5) unlegs there is specific

authorization for the issuance of such| bonds in -he ac:

implementing the 1990-1991 General Appropriations Act.

(5) There is hereby annually transferred f:om =he

State Infrastructure Fund to the Land Acguisition Trus: Fund

the sum of §30 million, which is hereby appropriazed for -he

purpeses set out in paragraph (i) of subsection (1),

contingent upon the conditions set out in that paragraph. No

monies transferred to the: Land Acguisition Trust Fund pursuant

ta this subsection, or earnings thereof, shall be used cr made

available to pay debt secrvice on the Deépartment of Natural

- Respurces Save Qur Cocast revenue bonds,

Section 3. Subsection (l) of section 201.15, Flzriza
Stacutes, is amended to read:

201.1% Distribution of taxes collected.--All taxes

- collected under the provisions of this chapter shall be

. distributed as follows:

(L) Sixty and eight-tenths perdent of the total taxes

collected under the provisions of this:.chapter shall be used

i} for the following purposes: |

(&) Subiject to the maximum §mcqnt limitations sect
forth in chis raph, an amount as ihall be necessary to
pay the debt service on, or fund debt service reserve funds,
rebate obligations, or other amounts wqth respect to bonds
issued pursuant to 8. 375.051 and pgyaﬁle from moneys
transferred to the Land Acquisition Tt@st Fund pursuant o
this paragraph shall be paid into the Sta-e Treasury to the
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credit of the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 2o be used for suca

purposes. The amount transferred to the Land Acguisition

Trust Fund shall not exceed 530 million in fiscal vear .99.-

1992, $60 million in fiscal year 1992-1993, 590 million in

fiscal year 1993-1994, $120 million in fiscal year 1394-.333,

$150 million in fiscal year 1995-1996, S$180 million in fiscal

year 1996-1997, $210 million in fiscal year 1997-1.398, 5240

millicn in fiscal year 1998-1999, and $270 million in fiscal

year 1999-2000 and thereafter. No individual series of bonds

may be issued pursuant to this paragraph unless the firs:

year's debt service for such bonds is specifically

appropriated in the General Appropriations Act. No moneys

transferred to the Land Acquisition Trust Fund pursuant to

this paragraph, or earnings thereon, shall be used or made

available to pay debt service on the Department of Natural

Resources Save Qur Coast revenue bonds.

{b) The remainder of the moneys distributed pursuanz

to this subsection, after the required paymen: under paragragh

{a), shall be paid into the State Treasury to the credit of
the General Revenue Fund of the state to be used and expended
for the purposes for which the General Revenue Fund was
created and exists by law.

Section 4. Section 375.045, Florida Statutes, is
created to read:

375.045 Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund.--

(1) There is created the Florida Preservation 2000

Trust Fund to carry out the purposes of ss. 253.023, 259.101,

and 375.031. The Florida Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shaill

be held and administered by the Department of Natural

Resources. Proceeds from the sale of revenue oonds issued

pursuant to s. 375.051 and payable from moneys transferred =o
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the Land Acquisition Trust Fund nurﬁuah: to s. 20...5(.)(a),

not to exceed $3 billion, shall be depbsized inzs zhis =russ

fund to be distributed as provided in §. 259.10.(3). The 5Hecnd

resolution adopted by the governingibon:d Qf «ne Divigsion of

Bond Finance may provide for additional provisions tha: govern

the disbursement of the bond proceeds.

{2) The Department of Natural Besources sha.l

distribute revenues from the Florida Péesé:va:ion 2000 Truss

s
Fund only to programs of state agencieg or local governrents

as set out in s, 259.101(3). Such disdributions shall oe
I

spent by the recipient within 90 days after the daze on which

the Department of Natural Resources inijtiates the =ransfer.

(3) Any agency or district which acquires lands using

Preservation 2000 funds, as discributed{oursuant *o %his

gsection and s. 259.101(3), shall manage the lands =0 maxe -hem

available for public recreational use, brovided tha: the

recreational use does not interfere with the protection of

natural resource values. Any such agengy or distric: may

enter into agreements with the Department of Natural Resoyrces

or other appropriate state agencies to transfer management

authority to or to lease to such agencies lands purchased wizh

Preservation 2000 funds, for the purpose of managing the lands

to make them available for public re¢reational use. The water

nanagement districts and the Department of Natural Resources

shall take action to control the growth jof nonnative invasive

plant species on lands they manage whicH are purchased with

Preservation 2000 funds. ;

{(4) The Department of Natural Resources shall ensure

that the proceeds from the sale of revenue bonds issued

pursuant to 8. 375.051 and payable from moneys transferred to

the Land Acgquisition Trust Fund putsuan:1to s. 201..5(1l)(a)
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shall be administered and expended in a manner =hat ensures

compliance of each issue of revenue bonds that are iss.ed on

the basis that interest thereon will be excluded from g3reoss

income for federal income tax purposes, with %the applicable

provisions of the United States Internal Revenue Code and =re

requlations promulgated thereunder, to the extent necessary =o

preserve the exclusion of interest on such revenue beonds frco

gross income for federal income tax purposes. The Depar--mer:

of Natural Resources shall have the authority to administer

the use and disbursement of the proceeds of such reverue bonds

or require that the use and disbursement thereof be

administered in such a manner as shall be necessary to

implement strategies to maximize any available benefits under

the applicable provigions of the United States Internal

Revenue Code or regulations promulgated thereunder, to the

extent not inconsistent with the purposes identified in s.

259.101(3).

Upon a determination by the Department of Natural Resources

that proceeds being held in the trust fund to support

distributions outside the Department of Natural Resources ace

not likely to be disbursed in accordance with the foregoing

considerations, the Department of Natural Resources shall

petition the Governor and Cabinet to allow for the immediate

disbursement of such funds for the acquisition of projects

approved for purchase pursuan: to the provisions of chapter

259.

Sectién $. Subsection (3) of section 259.035, Florida
Statutes, is renumbered as subsection (4), and a new
subsection (3) is added to said section to read:

259.035 Advisory council; powers and duties.--
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i

(3) By July 1, 1991, the counchl snhall submiz %o Lne

Governor, the President of =he Senalte, the Speaxer cf zhe

House of Representatives, and the minotity leaders 2f :-ne

|
Senate and House of Representatives a feport, contaiaing

proposed legislation, recommending process by which the

state can accurately assess which lhnds need to be acguired o

protect endangered or threatened specLés. endangered nazuira.

communities, and ecological systems and implemen: the gcals of
: T

$8. 253,023, 259.101, and 375.031l.  Injaddition =2 =he

agencies repregsented on the council, tHe council sha.l consc.t

the Department of Transportation and thHe five wat-er managemern:

districts in developing its recommendations. In accomplLishing

thig task, the council shall:

(a) Consider the feasibility and effectiveness cf

integrating existing inventory and information systems and

documents to produce a comprehensive, computer-digi-ized

inventory ©f natural resources throughout the state and an

analysis of the degree to which thoge resources are

endangered. Such resources shall incluge, but not be limited

to, environmentally sensitive areas; important wildlife and

plant habitats, including endangered and threatened species

habitats; water recharge areas; floodplains; historical and

recreational lands in urban areas; and thicultural and
!

silvicultural lands.

|
§

{b) Recommend the roles, if any, of the Divisicn of
T

Bond Finance of the Department of General Services, the

Auditor General, and the Revenue Estimating Conference in

evaluating the costs and benefits of bo¢ding to acquire public

landg, in recommending specific guidelides for determining

when bonding is justified, and in evaludting whether the

criteria listed in s. 259.101(4)(a) shoyld be used for ctne
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expenditure of proceeds frcm future bond issuances which may

be authcrized pursuant to this act.

(c) Recommend revisions to the FlLorida Statew:de Land

Acguisition Plan to include the water management distric: Save

Qur Rivers program and other state and local lard acquisizian

programs, and to serve as a true statewide plan -0 acguire

lands to protect ecological systems.

(d) Identify the entities which should develop na:.ral

resource assessment data, screen the data, and develop a

priority list of ecosystems, habitats for endangered or

threatened species, and lands containing endangered natural

communities, on which the state should focus its acguisition-

programs.

(e) Recommend a proactive nomination process for

potential land acquisitions whereby state agencies identify

the most important and most endangered parcels for

acquisition.

(f) Provide for assessing the importance of acquiriag

lands which can serve to protect or recharge groundwater and

the degree to which state land acquisition programs should

focus on purchasing such lands.

(g) Recommend a method for determining land managemen:

needs and costs.

Section 6. Section 253.032S, Florida Statutes, is

created to read:

253.0325 Modernization of state lands records.--

(1) The Department of Natural Resources shall initiaze

an ongoing computerized information systems program to

modernize its state lands records and documents that relatce to

lands to which title is vested in the Board of Trustees of the
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Internal Improvement Trust Fund., Thelprogram shall include,

at-a 'minimum:

i

{a)  A'ddcument manacement Fomponenz =0 automate =he

i
stordge and rerrieval of informatipn ¢ontained in state lands
records.

{b) A lafnd fecords managemen: lcomponrent to organize
g

the reédtds by key elements present. id the data.

(c) An-evaluation component which includes “he

collecdtion of tesource and environdental data.

{d) ‘A mapping comporent to/gererate and stcre maps of

-grate~owriad parcels using data from the land reccrds
= !

‘mandgemént and ‘evaluation components.

{2) ‘At-all stages of its réco:bs modernizazion

orogram, the ddpartment shall seek to bnsure information

'gystems compatibility within the deparkment and witn ocher

‘grate, local, dnd regional governmental agencies. The

department also shall seek to promote standardiza=ion ia the

collection of information regarding state-owned lands by

‘Federal, state, regional, and local agéncies.

{3) 'rhe information collected and stored as a resul:

‘of the department's modernization of state lands reccrds shall

not_be cpnsider#d a final or complete dccounting of lands

which the state owns or to which the state may claim

i
section 7. Subséction (1) of sJCtion 201.022, Florida

Statutes, is anended to read:

201,022 <Consideratjon for réaltly; filing of return
condition precedent to tecordation:‘faihu:e to Eile does nox
impair validicy,-- |

(1) As a condition precedent toithe recordation of any

deed transferring an interést in real property, the granctor or
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the grantee or agent for grantee shall execute and file a
return with che clerk of the circuit cour:. The rezurn srall
state the aczual consideration paid for the interesz in real
property. Notwithstanding s. 119.14, the return shall no: ze
recorded or otherwise become a public record and shall be
confidenzial as provided by s. 193.074, and shall be exemp:

from the requirements of g, 119.07(1l), except tha: the

Department of Natural Resources or, through the Departmen: 0f

Natural Resources, its contract appraiser, shall have access

to the return to verify the consideration paid in any transfer

of an interest in real property, when such transfer is

considered as part of an appraisal for a proposed land

acquisition project conducted pursuant to any Department of

Natural Resources land acquisition program. The Depar:ment of

Natural Resources or its contract appraiser shall not disclose

the contents of the return to any other public or private

entity. The original return shall be forwarded to the
Department of Revenue, and a copy shall be forwarded to :the
property appraiser. This exemption is subject to the Open
Government Sunset Review Act in accordance with s. 119.14(1).

Section 8. Subsections (8), (9), and (l10) of section
253.023, Florida Statutes, are amended to read:

253.0213 Conservation and Recreation Lands Trust Fund:
purpose .-~

(8) Lands to be considered for purchase under this
section are subject to the selection procedures of s. 259.035
and shall be acquired in accordance with acquisition
procedures for state lands provided for in s. 253.025, excepc
as otherwise provided by the Legislature. An inholding or an
addition to a project selected for purchase pursuant to this

chapter or s. 259.035 is not subject to the selection

Submit original Code: h1911/073-04d
and 12 copies Date: 06,/02/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 12:31 a.m,




N D b

10 -
1}
12

13

14}

ls

16}

17
18

19}
20}

21
22

23]
251

A

284

29

304

k33

MEMBER AMENDMENTJ{Ln compuzer)

Bill No. CS
!

CS/HB's 1911,:039,18.5,3141

procedures of s. 259.035 if the estimated value of such

inttolding or addition dces no- exceed $500,000 $2587888. When

- at least 90 percent of the acreage of a proiect Rhas been

purchased pursuant to this chapter or 8. 259.035, the projec:
may be removed from the list and the remaining acreage may
continue to be purchased. Moneys from|the fund may be used
for title work, appraisal fees, andisuLvey costs related o
acgqguisition expenses for lands to be acquired, donazed, or
exchanged which qualify under the cate?ories of this section,
at the discretion of the board. When the Legislature nas
authorized the Department of Natural Resources to ccndemn a

specific parcel of land and such parcel has already been

- approved: for acguisition unde: this‘se¢tion, the land may be

acquired in accordance with the provisions of chapter 73 or
chapter 74, and the fund may be used td pay the condemnation
award and all costs, including a reasonable attorney's fee,
associated with condemnation.

(3) Agencies designated to mandge lands under :this
section shall develop and adopt, with mhe approval of the
board of trustees, individual management plans for each
project designed to conserve and protecdt such lands and their
associated natural resourcés. Such plans may include
transfers of leasehold er-fee-simpie iﬁterests to appropriace

conservation organizations designated jy the Land Management
|

'Advlsory Committee for uses consistent bith the purposes of

the organizations and the protection, preservation, and proper

. management of the lands and their resources.

(10) Beginning in fiscal year 1P87-1988, L0 percent of
the moneys credited to the fund each year shall be reserved oy
the board of truatees for the purposes pf management,

maintenance, and capital improvements. Capital improvements
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shall include, but need not be limited to, perimeter fencing,
signs, firelanes, access roads and trails, and minimal publiic
accommodations, such as primitive campsites, garbage

receptacles, and toilets. Not less than 85 Nime=y percen: of

the moneys credited to the fund each year shall be availadle
for the acquisition of land pursuant to this section.

Section 9. Paragraph {d) of subsection (7), paragraph
(e} of subsection (8), and subsection (12) of section 253.025,
Florida Statutes, are amended and subsection {15) is added to
that section to read:

253,025 Acquisition of state lands.--

{7) Prior to approval by the board of trustees of any
agreement to purchase land pursuant to s. 253.623, chapter
259, or chapter 375, and prior to negotiations with the parcel
owner to purchase any other land, title to which will ves: in
the board of trustees, an appraisal of the parcel shall be
tequired as follows:

id) Appraisal reports are confidential and exempt from
the ﬁrovisions of s. 119.07(1), for use by the agency and the
board of trustees, until an option contract is executed or, if
no option contract is executed, until 2 weeks before a
contract or agreement for purchase is considered for approval
by the board of trustees. However, the Division of State
Lands may disclose appraisal information to local governments
or nonprofit organizationg that agree to maintain the
confidentiality of the reports or information when joint
acquisition of property is contemplated, or when a local
qovernment or nonprofit organization enters into an informal

agreement with the division to purchase and hold property for

' subsequent resale to the division. 1In addition, the division

may use, as its own, appraisals obtained by a local governmen:
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‘or nonprofit organization, provided :hb appraiser is seleczed
from the division's list of appraisersi and the appraisa. is
.teviewed and approved by the division., For the purposes of
this paragraph, "nonprofit organizatiop" means an organization
whose purpose is the preservation @E wildlife or land, and
which is exempt from federal incom% tax under s. 50i(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code. The age%cy may release an
appraisal report when the passage of time has rendered zhe
conclusions of value in the report invalid. This exemption :s
subject to the Open Government Sunset Review Act in accordarnce
with s. 119.14, Appratsers-recatned-ot-used-by-sne-depassmans

co-derermine-the-vatue-of-properey-fortstace-acquisteton-anat:

be-inseructed-ro-constder-ehe-number-of-dwetttng-untes
appreved-éer-devekopmeac—én-a-deveéepméne-ceder-pues:ane—ee-sr

3680:06-chat-has-been-affirmed-by-a-deciston-of-rne-Fiorida

‘Supreme~Eoure-or-any-aporopriace-federgi-courer-regardzess-of

the-tocarion-of-ehe-jurisdicetonat-tind-cf-any-scace-or
regionar-agencyr

(8)

(e)l. The board of trustees shall adopt by rule the
-method for determining the value of pafcels sought to be
acquired by state agencies pursuant to |this section. No offer
by a state agency may exceed the vaLueifor that parcel as
determined pursuant to the highest gggrkved appraisal ebeained
or the value determined pursuant to thel rules of the board of
trustees, whichever value is less, excebt under the following
circumstances: |

a. The state agency has unsuccessfully a:camp:ed e}
negotiate a parcel, pursuant to the prife restrictions in this
subparagraph paragraph, for a period of| 2 years after the date

of the state agency's first written offer on all or a
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substantial part of the parcel, during which there have been
at least two bona fide offers at a purchase price at or with.in
10 percent below the limits prescribed by this subparagran:n
paragraph; and

b. The parcel is within the top five projeczs cn zne
priority list and either includes substantial upland habi:at
of endangered or threatened species or is located within an
area of critical state concern designated pursuantc to cghapter
380; andr

¢. The board of trustees determines that the parcel

meets the requirements for acquisition by eminent domain, as

provided in subsection (12), and that the cost of acquisi-ion

by eminent domain, including jury determination of

compensazion and other costs and fees provided for in chapter

73, is likely to exceed 125 percent of the value of the parcel

as determined pursuant to this subparagraph.

In this case, the total purchage price may not exceed 125
percent of the limits otherwise pres:ribed by this
subparagraph parageaph. The decision to acquire a parcel

pursuant to sub-subparagraphs a.-c. subparagrapnhs-a:-and-b-

must be made by a vote of at least five members of the board
of trustees.

.2. In the case of a joint acquisition by a state
agency and a local government or other entity apart from the
state, the joint purchase price may not exceed 150 percent ol

the value for a parcel as determined in accordance with the

limits prescribed in subparagraph 1. by-a-singite-appratsaiy

the-average-of-ewo-appratsats-:f-ewe-are-obtasnedy-or-tne
average-of-the-twe-ctosest-appratsats-if-more-than-two-are

ebeainedr The state agency share of a joint purchase offer
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]

may not exceed what the agency may offer singly as prescrided

by subparagrapn 1, ehts-peragrapin-

3. The provisions of this. paragraph do ncot apply t2
the: acquisition of historically uni@ue or significant prepersy
as determined by the Division of Hi%to:ical Rescurces cf che
Department of State.

(12) The board of trustees, by |majority 2mamimeus vo:e
of all of its members, voting at a tegylarly scheduled and
advertised meeting, may direct the depdartment to exercise the
power of eminent domain pursuant to theg provisions of crapters

73 and 74 to acquire.any of the propertlies on the acquisition

list established by the land acquisitidn selection committee

- and approved by the board of trustees.i However, the board of

trugstees may only make such a vote uynder the follcwing
circumstances:

(a) The state has made,aE least) two bona fide offers
to: purchase: the: land through negotiaticn and, notwithstanding
those offers, an impasse between the state and land owner was
reached; and

(b). The land is of special importance to the sta-e
bacause: of ont or more of the Eolldwing reasons:

1. It involves an endangered or| natural resource and
is: in imminent danger of development;

2. It is of unique value to thel state and the failure

| to acquire it will result in irrepamablb loss to the state; or

3. The failure of the state to Acquire it will

- seriously impair the state's ability tc manage or protec:

other state~ocwned lands.

Pursuant to this subsection, therdegarthent may exercise

condemnation authority directly or by cEntracting with =he
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Department of Transportation or a water management district to
provide tha: service. If the Department of Transportazion cr
a water management district enters such a c¢ontracet with the
department, the Department of Transportation or a water
management district may use statutorily approved methods and
procedures ordinarily used by the agency for condemnation
purposes.

\(L§) The board of trustees, by an affirmative vote of

five members, may direct the department to purchase lands on

an immediate basis using up to 15 percent of the funds

allocated to the department pursuant to s. 259.101(3)(a) for

the acquisition of lands that:

(a) are listed or placed at auction by the federal

government as part of the Resolution Trust Corporation sale of

lands from failed savings and loan associations, or

(b) will be developed or otherwise lost to potential

public ownership, or for which federal matching funds will be

lost, by the time the land can be purchased under the program

within which the land is listed for acquisition.

For such acquisitions, the board of trustees may waive or

modify all procedures required for land acquisition pursuant

to this chapter and all competitive bid procedures required

pursuant to chapters 255 and 287. Lands acquired pursuant to

this subsection must, at the time of purchase, be on one of

the acquisition lists established pursuant to chapter 259, or

a significant portion of the lands must contain natural

communities or plant or animal species which are listed by the

Florida Natural Areas Inventory as critically imperiled,

imperiled, or rare, or as excellent quality occurrences of

natural communities.

L]
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Section 10. Section 372,074, Fllorida Sta-uzes, is
‘created to read:

372.074 Fish and Wildlifewﬂqbin = Trust

)

wngd.=--

{l1){a) There is established lwithin the Game and Tres:

~Water Fish Commission the Fish .and Wildlife Habizarc Trus:z Tur3

for the purpose of acquiring and managipg lands impor=an:z =5

. the congervation of fish and wildlifle.

(b) Title to-all lands.acquired|pursuant %o this

gection shall be vested in the Board of!|Trustees of :he

Internal Improvement Trust Ffund. "The Game and Fresn Water

sFish Commigssion or its designee shall manage such lands £or

the:primary. purpose of mainrcaining and - eénhancing their haoiza-

valye-for fish and wildlife. Other pseﬁ;qu,be allowed tha:

cape not contrary to this purpose.

(¢) Land.acquisition pursuant td this sec-ion shall be

~woluntary, ‘negotiated -acquisition and ig subjiect to the

sagquisition:procedures of s, 253.025,

¢d) Acquisition costs payable fqom the fund shall

.include:purchase . prices and costs and fees associated wizh

title.work, :surveys, and.appraisals required to compiete an

-agquisition, Jg
{2) ‘Moreys which may be deposited into the trus:z fund

smay.include,:but not be limited to, donaLions, grants,

——

.development of cegional impact wildlﬂfegkicigation

-contributicns, or legislative»apg;opniatkons.

;gection 11, Section 2 of chapter|.89-279, Laws of
“Florida, is-hereby repealed.

s8ection 12. Section 25 of chapter 88-242, Laws of

‘Florida, is repealed; and paragraph {(a) ff subseczion (15) of
-section;l of chaprer-82-46, Laus oE‘Plo:Lda, is amended to
|
read:
[ 4
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(15) The following provisions of the Florida Statutes
are repealed on Oatober 1, 1988, and shall be reviewed by =he
Legislature pursuant to this seczion:

(a) Department of Environmental Regulation.--

t+ Section 20.261(3), relating to the Environmentzal
Regulation Commission. _

2r--Secetons-373:0693-and-333-986957-retaning-2a-nasin
boards-of-water-management-diserieess

3r-~Seceions-373:033-373:103r-retaring-to-che-governing
boards-ef-ehe-warer-managemenc-distrietss

Section 13. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) and
subsection (3) of section 373.59, Florida Statu:es, are
amended to read:

373.59 Water Management Lands Trust Fund.--

(2)(a) Subsequent to public hearings, similar to those
neld pursuant to s. 120.54, each discrict sh#ll file a S-year
plan for acquisition with the Legislature and the Secretary cf
Environmental Regqulation by January 15, 1982. Annually
thereafter, each district shall file with the Legislature and
the secretary a report of acquisition activity together with
modifications or additions to its S-year plan of acquisition.
The report shall also include a description of land managerent
activity. Expenditure of moneys from the Water Management
Lands Trust Fund shall be limited to the costs for
acquisition, management, maintenance, and capital improvements
of lands included within the plan as filed by each district:
however, no such acquisition of lands shall occur without a
public hearing similar to those held pursuant to the

provisions set forth in s. 120.54. In the annual update of

its S-vear plan for acquisition, each district shall identify

lands needed to protect or recharge groundwater and shall
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establigh a plan fot their acquisifionr| as necessary %o prorec:

potable water supplies.

Lands which serve -0 protect =or

recharge groundwater identified pursuaht =o this paragraopn

shall alsc derve to protect other vialu

ible ngtural ress.rces

or_provide spag¢e for natural resource-based recreation.

{3){a) Moneys from the Water Managerent Lands Trus:

Fund shall be used for acquiring theé fee or other interes:z :in

lands necessary for water managemen®, water supply, and -he

congervation and protection of water rEsources, gxcept thact

such morieys shall not be used for the

| of-way for canals or pipelines. Such

| Lands acquired with moneys from the| fuj

acquisition of righzs-

foneys shall also be

- used for management, maintenance, and ¢apital improvements.

td shall be maraged and

maintained in an environmentally actep&able manner and, to zhe

| @xtent practicable, in such a way as tQ restore and protect

their natural gtate and condition.

(b) The secretary of the Depariment of Environmental

* Regulatiom shall release moneys from(=HQAWater Management

Landg Trust Funad to a digtrict €or predcquisition costs within

| 30 _days after receipt of & resolution

\dopted by the

district's governing board which identilfies and justifies any

lands ligted in the district's S=year

lan. The districet

shall return to the department any fud

s not used for the

- pucposes gvated' in the resolution, and

the department shall

deposit the unused funds into the Water| Management Lands Trus:

Pund’,

{¢] The secretary of the Degartinent of Environmenta.l
Regulation shall release acquisition moheys from the Water

Management Lands Trust Fund to a distrikt following receipe of

a resolution adopted by the governing bbard identifying the
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lands being acquired and certifying that such acquisition is
consistent with the plan of acquisition and other provisions
of this act. The governing board shall also provide to tne
Secretary of Environmental Regulation a copy of all cerzified
appraisals used to determine the value of the land to be
purchased. If the purchase price is greater than the
appraisal price, the governing board shall submit w:i::én
justification for the increased price. The Secretary of
Environmental Regulation may withhold moneys for any purchase
that is not consistent with the S5-~year plan or the intenz of
this act.or that is in excess of appraised value. The
governing board may appeal any denial to the Land and Wa:er
Adjudicatory Commission pursuant to s. 373.11l4.

{d) The secretary of the Department of Environmental
Regulation shall release to the districts moneys for
management, maintenance, and capital improvements following
receipt of a resolution and request adopted by the governin
board which specifies the designated managing agency, specific
management activities, public use, estimated annual operating
costs, and other acceptable documentation to justify release
of moneys. '

Section 14. Subsection (1) of section 374.001, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

374.001 Transfer of canal authority to the Department

of Natural Resources; trust fund expenditures and management

plan coordinated with land acquisition programs.--

{1) The Canal Authority of the State of Florida is
transferred by a type three transfer, as defined in s.
20.06(3), to the Department of Natural Resources and assigned
to the Division of Resource Management. All funds of the

canal authority shall be transferred to and maintained in a
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trust fund account designated as the ‘Cross Florida Barge Canal
Trust Fund administered by the Department of Nazairail

\ .
Resources. Expenditures for land acqulisi-ion from the srus:

fund, and development and implement@tidon of the managemen:

plan developed pursuant to s. 253.7829} shall be coordinazed

with the Conservation and Recreation Lands and the Save Qur

Rivers acquisition programs.

Section 15. Subsection (ll) of|section 375.031,
Florida Sstatutes, is amended to read:
375.031 Acquisition of land; ptocedures.--

(11) Each acquisition project ghall be subject o :he

selection procedures of s. 259.035 if dhe estimated value of
such project exceeds $500,000 525979993

Section 16. Subsection (l) &f dection 375.075, Flerida
Sratutes, is amended to read:

375.075 Outdoor rec:eation;‘fiﬂancial assistance to
local governments.--

(1) The Department of Natural Resources is authorized,
pursuant to s. 370.023, to establish the Florida Recreation
Development Assistance Program to p:ovihe grants to qualified
local governmental entities to acquire pr develop land for

public outdoor recreation purposes. To the extent not neecded

for debt service on bonds issued purisuaht to s. 375.051, eacn

year, the department shall develop and plan a program which
.shall be based upon funding of not less|than S percent of che
money credited to the Land Acquisition frust Fund pursuant t2
8. 201.15(2) and (3) in that year.

Section 17. Subsection (1) of séction 380.504, Florida
Statutes, is amended to read:

180.%504 Tlorida Communities Ttu*t; creation:

membership; expenses,--
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(1) There is created within the Departmen:z of
Communicy Affairs a nonregulatory state agency and
instrumentality, which shall be a public body corporatze and
politic, known as the "Florida Communities Trust." The
governing body of the trust shall consist of:

{(a) The Secretary of Community Affairs and the
executive director of the Department of Natural Resources; and

{b) Three public members whom the Governor shall

appoint subject to Senate confirmation.

The Governor shall appoint an elected official of a local
governmené, a representative of a nonprofit organization as
defined in this part, and a representative of the development
industry. The Secretary of Community Affairs may designace
his assistant secretary or the director of the Division of
Resource Planning and Management to serve in his absence. The
executive director of the Department of Natural Resources may
appoint higs agssistant executive director, the deputy assistan:
director for Land Resources, the director of the Division of
State Lands, or the director of the Division of Recreation and
Parks to serve in his absence. The Secretary of Community
Affairs shall be the chairman of the governing body of the
trust. The Governor shall appoint the initial three governing

body members between by February 1 and February 15, 1991, and’

those appointments shall take effect immediatelyr-upen-Senate
eenfiemationy-Juty~-27-199%. Thereafter, the Governor shall
make his appointments upon by-Februasy-i-precedtng the
expiration of any current terms.

Section 18. Section 380.505, Florida Statutes, is

amended to read:
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i
380.5035 Meetings; guorum; voting.--The powers of tne

trust shall be vested in its governing! bedy members. The
governing body may delegate such powers to depar-zment szaff as
it deems necessary. Th:eé members of the governing bedy shall
constitute a gquorum for the purpose of conducting its bus.ness
and exercising its powers and for all other purposes.
However, the governing body may take action only upcon an
affirmative vote of at least three mempers. Begrnnimg-3Iuiv-:;
¥99ty The governing body shall meec at|least quarterly, and
may meet more often at the call of theichairman or upon an
affirmative vote of three members. ‘

Section 19. Subsections (2), (3), (4), (%), (6), and

(7) of section 380.508, Florida Statutds, are renumpered as
subsections (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), add (8), respectively,
and a new subsection (2) is added to said secticn to read:

380.508 Projects; development, ireview, and approval.--

(84

{2) The chairman of the governing body of the =:us

may establish an advisory committee consisting of

representatives of appropriate state agencies, local

governments, nonprofit organizations, and other public and

private groups to asgist the department| in analyzing and

reviewing specific project proposals fof the trust. State

agencies that are represented on the advisory committee shall

cooperate with and provide assistance tp the department and

the trust.

Section 20. Paragraph (d) of subsection (3) of secticn
380.510, Florida Statutes, is amended, and subsection (7) is
added to said section, to read:

380.510 Conditions of grants ané loans.--

(3) In the case of a grant or lban for land

acquisition, agreements shall provide all of the following:
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(d) If any essential term or condition c¢f a gran: or
loan is violated, title to all interest in real proper:
acquired with s;ate funds shall immediately revertc o :he
state. The trust shall treat such prcperty in accordance wizn

s. 380.508(4)¢3+(e).

Any deed or other instrument of conveyance whereby a ncaprcfisz
organization or local government acquires real property under
this section shall set forth the reversionary interest of the
state. The trust shall keep at least one copy of any such
ihstrument and shall provide at least one copy to the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund.

{7) Any funds received by the trust from the

Preservation 2000 Trust Fund pursuant to s. 259.101(3)(c)

shall be held separate and apart from any other funds held by

the trust and shall be used only to pay the cost of the

acquisition of lands in furtherance of outdoor recreationr arnd

natural resources conservation in this state by a state

agency, a local government, or a nonprofit organization. In

addition to the other conditions set forth in this section,

the disbursement of Preservation 2000 funds from the trust

shall be subject to the following conditions:

(a) - The administration and use of any funds received

by the trust from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund shall be

subiect to such terms and conditions imposed thereon by the

agency of the state responsible for the issuance of the

revenue bonds, the proceeds of which are deposited in the

Preservation 2000 Trust Fund, including restrictions imposed

to ensure that the interest on any such revenue bonds issued

by the state as tax-exempt revenue bonds will not be included
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1| shall otherwise be of the same material and size as standar?
2} iicense plates issued for any regisctration period., In small
3| letters, the word "Florida" shall appe#r at the bot=cm 2f :he
4| plate. 9heaeense-may-éneiade-en-étL-ireense-piaee-an

S| apprepriave-stegan-which—-shaii-appepe-jn-smati-ltescers-s=-cne
6| eop-ef-ehe-praces

7 (3) An applicant for a Florida|Panther commz=nieies

8| erust license plate may combine the re?uest with one fzr a

9| personalized prestige license plate. The department s=all

10| supply a form for combined requests, amd such requests shall
11| be subject to the additional fees in Sy 320.0805(2)(b) and (<)
12| and to the other requirements of s. 32¢.0805.

13 (6) Flaorida Panther eemmunéeée$-eruse license plates

14| shall be issued within 45 days of applicatiocn.
15 (7) The department shall distribute the Florida

16| Panther eommuntbies-erust license plate annual use fee in =2

14

17| following manner:

18 (a) Fifty percent to the Florida Panther Research and

19{ Management Trust Fund in the Game and fresh Water Fish

20| Commigsion to be used for programs to protect the endangered
' ' !

21} Florida Panther;

22 (b) Twenty-five percent to ;he Save Our State

23| Enviroamental Education Trust Fund in the Department of

24] Natural Resources to be used for pr@qr#ms to inform the public

25| about the habitat needs of the Florida |Panther; and

26 (c) Twenty-five percent to the!Florida Communities

27| Trust Fund for use pursuant to the Flodida Communities Trust
28 Act.
29 Section 22. There is hereby gggropriated for fiscal

30| year 1990-1991 the following sums .and positions:

1 (l) From the Pregservation 2000 Trust Fund:
Submit original Code: hl1911/073-033
and 12 copies ! Date: 06/02/90
Op. NMumber: 483 Jime: 12:31 a.m.
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Bill No. _CS/CS/HB's 1911,1039,1815,214:

fa) S150 million %o the Deparzment of Natural

Resources for the purchase of public lands i~ accardance wi=n~

s. 259.101l(3)(a)..

{(b) 590 million to the Department of Eanvironmen:al

Regulation to be distributed among the water management

districts for the purchase of water management lands in

accordance with s. 259.101(3)(b).

{c) $30 million to the Department of Commurity Affairs

to provide land acguisition grants and loans to local

governments through the Florida Communities Trust in

accordance with s, 259.101(3)(c).

(d) 8.7 million to the Department of Natural

Resources for the purchase of: inholdings and additions to

state parxs in accordance with s. 259.101¢(3)(d).

(e) $8.7 million to the Division of Forestry Qf the

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to fund the

acquisition of state forest inholdings and additions in

accordance with s, 259.101l¢(3)(e).

(£) $8.7 million to the Game and Fresh Water Fish

Commission to fund the acquisition of inholdings and additions

to lands managed by the commission which are important to the

congervation of fish and wildlife in accordance with s.

259.101(3)(£).

(q) $3.9 million to the Department of Natural

Resources for the Florida Rails to Trails Program to acquire

abandoned railroad rights-of-way in accordance with s.

259.101¢(3)(q9).

Funds appropriated pursuant to this subsection shall first

have deducted from them a pro rata share of the costs of

Submit original Code: hl911/073-04d
and 12 copies ' Date: 06/02/90
Op. Number: 483 Time: 12:31 a.m.
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Bill No. CS@gS/hB'S 1911,2.039,1815,3742

l

issuance, the cost of funding a :esb:v& account, and o:tner

cost-s associated with the bonds.

i
|

(2) To the Department of Naﬁurdl Resources, 3

positions and $110,000 from the Consers

ation and Recrea-ion

Lands Trust Fund to provide assistance

to the land Acguisizizn

Advisory Council to develop and recomms

nd, pursuant %o s.

259.035(3), Florida Statu-es, a process

for a state iand

acquisition needs assessment.

(3) To the Board of Regents for

the Florida Resources

and Environmental Analysis Center, 3169

,000 and =wo positiors

from the General Revenue Fund and $400,

00Q in nonrecurging

funds from the General Revenue Fund i to

develop a plan for a

mation system. The

statewide public lands geographic iAfor

plan shall include an inventory of exis

king geographic

information systems within state agenci

s, the Srate
T

University System, and the water management districts; an

costs and oblectives;

agsessment of long-term implementation

impacts and effects on local governmenth and appropriate sta:ze

agencies; staffing and training require

ments; technical

specifications and a timetable for impl

prentation: and an

assessment of the feasibility of integr

ating data contained in

existing computer-readable forms into s

uch a system. The

Florida Regsources and Environmental Ana

lysis Center shall

coordinate the devélopment of the plan

Acqulgsition Advisory Council and shall

with the Land

feport its interim

findings to the council, the President

5f the Senate, and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives

no later than March i,

1991.

(4) To the Department of Commun

ﬂgx Affairs, 10

positions_and $227,668 from the General

iRevenue Fund and

Submit original
and 12 copies
Op. Number: 483
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Bill No. CS5/CS/H8's 191.,1039,1815,3142

§32,156 from the Florida Communities Trus:t Fund to implemen-

s. 380.509, Florida Statutes.

(5) To the Department of Natural Rescurcces, 20

positicons and $834,432 from the Conservation and Recreation

Lands Trust Fund to accelerate the acquisition of Conservation

and Recreation Lands pursuant to this act.

(6) To the Department of Natural Resources, one

position and $1,472,321 from the Internal Improvemen: Trus-:

Fund and one position and $514,527 from the Working Capital

Trust Fund within the Department of Natural Resources to

continue the development of a state lands document imaging a-d

retrieval system, The department shall coordinate with the

Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center %o ensure

that the retrieval gystem shall be compatible with the

geographic information system plan required in subsection (3},

Section 23, Paragraph (a) of subgection {3) of seczion
193.461, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

193.461 Agricultural lands: classification and
assessment.--

(3)(a) No lands shall be classified as agricultural
lands unless a return is filed on or before March 1 of each
year. The property appraiser, before so classifying such
lands, may require the taxpayer or his representative to
furnish the property appraiser such information as may
reasonably be required to establish that such lands were
actually used for a bona fide agricultural purpose. Failure
to make timely application by March 1 shall constitute a

wajver for l year of the privilege herein granted for

agricultural assessment. The owner of land that was

classified agricultural in the previous year and whose
ownership or use has not changed may reapply on a short form
Submit original Code: hl911/073-03d "
and 12 copies Date: 06/02/90
Op. Number: 4813 Time: 12:31 a.m,
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Rules of the South Florida Water Management District
MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS

WATER MANAGEMENT LANDS
TRUST FUND

General

Definitions '

Selection of Lands - Five Year Plan
Acquisition Procedures -Negotiations
Acquisition Procedures -
Condemnation

Surveys

Appraisals

Funding .

Disposition of Surplus Land

PROCEDURES FOR CONTRACTING OF
PROFESSIONAL AND CONTRACTUAL
SERVICES

Policy and Purpose
Qualifying Procedures
Competitive Selection

Competitive Selection for
Contractual Services

Competitive Negotiations
Inconsistency with Section 287.055,
Florida Statutes

Competitive Negotiations for
Professional Services

Prohibition Against Contingency
Fees

Competitive Negotiations for
Contractual Services

Reservation of Rights
Inconsistency with Section 287.055,
Florida Statutes

Resolution of Contract Bidding
Protest

Prohibition Against Contingency
Fees

Inconsistency with Section 120.53(5),
Florida Statutes

Truth in Negotiation Certification
Design-Build Contracts

Chapter 40E-7
PART iit PROCEDURES FOR RESOLVING
PROTESTS OF SOLICITATIONS OR
CONTRACT AWARDS
S
40€-7.301  Resefvation of Rights
40€-7.302  Resofution of Solicitation or Contract
Award Protest
40E-7.303 rotest Bonds
40E-7.304 incopsistency with Section 120.53(5),
Florida Statutes
o
' PARTI
WATER MANAGEMENT LANDS
- TRUSTFUND
|
40€-7.111  General.

The purpdse of the rule in this part is to
implement the ‘legislative intent expressed in
Section 373.59, Florida Statutes, and therefore, to
establish District policies and procedures
regarding a five year plan for the selection of land,
and provide procedures for the acquisition and
management of land, title to which shall vest in
the District. It i1s also the intent of these ruies to
provide uniform acquisition procedures in order to
effectuate efficient legal methods in accordance
with sound business practices.

Specific Authority . 373.044,373.113,F.S.

Law implemented | 373.046,373.056, 373.083, 373.084,
373.086,373.089,373.099, 373.103,
373.139, 373.59, Chapters 73 and 74,
Fs.

History--New : 7-57 8-82, Amended 8-14-88.

40E-7.121  Ddfinitions.

When used in this chapter:

(1) "Department” means . Florida
Department of Environmental Regulation.

(2) "Secretary” means the Secretary of the
Florida Department of Environmental Regulation.

(3) "District” means the South Florida
Water Management District or its successor
agency.

{4) "Board" means the South Florida Water
Management District Governing Board.

{5) "Fund" means the Water Management
Lands Trust Fund.

(6) "Plan" means the five year plan as
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adpproved by the Governing Board of the South
florida Water Management District.

{7) "Project" means a parcel or parcels of
land in a discrete unit of purchase.

(8) "Survey" means a certified survey
signed by a licensed land surveyor authorized to
practice surveying in the State of Florida.

(9) "Acquisition” means the reduction of
the title to land to be acquired to fee or such other
[egal interest necessary for water management,
‘;Nater supply and the conservation and protection
of water resources.

(10) "Capital improvement” shail mean
those improvements including but not limited to
perimeter fencing, signs, firelanes, access roads
pnd trails, and minimal public accommodations,
such as primitive campsites, garbage receptacles,
and toilets.

Bpecific Authority
Law Implemented

373.044,373.113, F.S.

373.046, 373.056, 373.083, 373.084,
373.086, 373.089, 373.099, 373.103,
373.019, 373.139, 373.59, Chapters 73
and 74, F.S.

7-18-82, Amended 8-14-88.

History--New
AOE-7.131 - Selection of Lands - Five Year Plan.

(1) The District shall adopt a five year plan
designating the areas of land to be acquired,
which shall be filed with the legislature and the
Secretary by January 15, 1982. Annually
thereafter, modifications or additions to the five
year plan shall be filed with the legislature and the
Secretary.

(2) Prior to the adoption, amendment or
imodification of the five year plan, the District shall
ihold one or more public hearings.

(3) Acquisition activity for the preceding
ifiscal year shall be reported annually to the
legislature and the Secretary by January 15 of each
year.

Specific Authority
Law Implemented

373.044,373.113,F.S.
373.139,373.59,F.S.

History--New 7-18-82.
40E-7.141  Acquisition Procedures -
‘ Negotiations.
(1) Upon determination of land

irequirements, descriptions and maps sufficient to
[identify the lands to be acquired shall be
|prepared.
; (2) Ownership information shall be
iobtained and reviewed in order to determine the
‘title to the land being acquired.

(3) The District shall obtain at least one
fwritten appraisal pursuant to Rule 40E-7.171.
' (4) The District shall attempt to acquire
i each parcel through voluntary negotiation prior to
commencement of proceedings in eminent
domain.

7-2

{5) All contracts to purchase shall be
reduced to writing and shall be contingent upon
approval by the Board.

(6) The District shall attempt to negotiate
the acquisition of desired parcels in accordance
with the following procedure:

(a) Each owner or authorized
representative shall be contacted with an offer to
acquire.

(b) A "Negotiation Report" may be
prepared and forwarded to Office of Counsel,
which shall summarize such negotiations,
including the amount of offer made by the
District, and any counter-offer made by the
property owner.

{c) In the event an offer is accepted by an
owner or a counter-offer is accepted by the
District, the District shalli:

1. Arrange for the proper execution and
recording of all necessary documents, and

2. Request Office of Counsel to prepare a
resolution requesting the Board to approve the
necessary funds pursuant to Rule 17-42.03.

(d) When a negotiated settlement cannot
be readily attained, an authorized officer shall
send a memorandum to Office of Counsel which
shall include:

1. A request for a resolution to institute
eminent domain proceedings,

2. Identification of parcels by title
memorandum number, and

3. Legal interest or estate considered for
acquisition.

(e) In the event a property owner, or
authorized representative, makes an offer to the
District prior to the District obtaining an appraisal,
the District may accept such offer or make a
counter-offer subject to obtaining such appraisal.

(7) The District may accept donations of
land. In such event the provisions of subsection (6)
shall be followed, except that appraisals may be
waived upon concurrence of both the landowner

and the District.
Specific Authority
Law Implemented

373.044,373.113,F.S.
373.056,373.083,373.086, 373.099,
373.103,373.139,373.59, F.S.

History--New 7-18-82, Amended 8-14-88, 5-27-90.

40E-7.151  Acquisition Procedures -
Condemnation.

(1) Proceedings in eminent domain shail
not be commenced until authorized by the Board,
with the advice and consent of the appropriate
Basin Board whenever Basin funds will be utilized
for such acquisition.

{2) The Board may adopt a resolution
authorizing the institution of eminent domain
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proceedings, which shall include the following
when applicable:

(a) identification of the project for which
the property is being acquired and its location,

(b) a statement by the Board finding that
the project is necessary and in the public interest,

(c) astatement that acquisition of lands for
the project by eminent domain is necessary,

(d) a statement of the legal authority for
the project and the acquisition of lands,

(e) identification of the lands to be
acquired, the nature of the legal interest sought,
and adoption of project maps, if available, and

(f) a statement authorizing and directing
Office of Counse! to institute eminent domain

proceedings and proceedings by way of'

Declaration of Taking.

Specific Authority 373.044,373.113,F S

Law Implemented 373.59, Chapters 73 and 74, F S.
History--New 7-18-82.

40E-7.161  Surveys.

(1) In order to determine the location,
acreage and legal description of land to be
acquired, the District may obtain a survey.

(2) in the event a survey is not obtained,
the District shall then use the best available data
in order to arrive at the boundaries and acreage of
the land to be acquired.

(3) All surveys shall meet the minimum
technical standard for land surveying in the State
of Florida as adopted by the Florida State Board of

Land Surveyors.
Specific Authority
Law Implemented

373.044,373.113,F.S.

373.056, 373.083, 373.086, 373.099,
373.139,373.59, F.5.

7-18-82.

History--New
40E-7.171  Appraisals.

(1) All lands to be acquired shall be
appraised by at least one real estate appraiser,
except as provided in Section 40E-7.141(7).

(2) Prior to contracting with the District,
each appraiser selected shall submit an affidavit
substantiating that such appraiser has no vested or
fiduciary interest in the property to be appraised,
except for the professional fee.

(3) After a contract between the District
and the appraiser has been executed, the District
shall transmit all pertinent data to the appraiser
regarding the assignment.

(4) All appraisals shall be kept confidential
subject to the provisions of section 373.139(3), F.S.

(5) 'f approved by the Executive Director or
his designee, District reviewed appraisals from
other government agencies or non-profit
organizations cooperating with the District on

7-3

|
acquisition n-fay
compensationival
Specific Authority
Law Implemented
History--New

40E-7.181  Funding.

Iso be used to establish just
es.

| 373.044,373.113,F5.

| 373.083,373.139,373.59,F.5.

| 7-18-82, Amended 5-27-90.

(1) For lands acquired by negotiation and
purchase, the'Board shall request the Department

to release monie
resolution which
Florida Administr

(2) For lan
subsequent to f
authorizing emi
Board shall adq
subsection (1}, w
the Executive Di

b from the fund by adopting a
shall comply with Chapter 17-42,
ative Code.

ds acquired by eminent domain,
he adoption of a resolution
hent domain proceedings, the
ypt a resolution pursuant to
hich in addition shall authorize
rector or other staff officer to

request monies from the Fund as follows:

(a) A reqy
sufficient to pay

est from the District for funds
the owner the amount specified

in the final judgment or the stipulation and order,

(b) A reqy

est from the District for funds

sufficient to pay the amount specified in the

court’s order or t

he stipulation and order for any

costs and fees of

the owner, whether incurred in

the trial court or an appeal, and

(c) A request from the District for
reimbursement of all costs and fees incurred by
the District associated with such acquisition.

(3) The District shall request the
Department to release funds specified in
subsection (2) within a sufficient time to allow the
District to comply with section 73.111, Florida
Statutes.

(4) For the management, maintenance and
capital improverhents to lands acquired, the Board
shall request the Department to release monies
from the Fund by adopting a resolution which

specifies the}des
management a
annual operati

gnated managing agency, specific
ctivities, public use, estimated
ng costs, and other acceptable

documentation jto justify the release of monies.
The District imay contract with state agencies to
provide the management and maintenance

services.
Specific Authority

373.044,373.113,F.S.

Law Implemented ! 373.056, 373.083, 373.086, 373.099,
373.139,373.59,F.S.

History--New | 7-18-82, Amended 8-14-88.
|

40E-7.191

Dijposition of Surplus Land.
(1) The District may sell or exchange District
lands which have been acquired with funds from
the Water Management Lands Trust Fund. District
lands are considered surplus when:

(a) They are not required for District or
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Policy No. 4.160
Page 2 of 17
Effective: 11/85
Revised: 08/90

SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION POLICY

A. STATEMENT OF POLICY

1. The Governing Board recognizes a need to provide guidelines for selecting
projects to be considered under the Resource Rivers Act (Section 373.59
Florida Statutes), which is also known as the Save Our Rivers Program.
These guidelines include procedures for project selection and land
acquisition and are intended as an addition and complementary to Rule
40E-7, Florida Administration Code.

2. It is the Governing Board’s intention to implement the Save Our Rivers
Program in a manner that will provide long-term benefit to the citizens
living within the District as well as the water resources of the District.

3. The Governing Board recognizes that the Program’s resources are limited
and trLat land acquisition under the Program will primarily be on a willing
seller basis.

4. Itis the goal of this Program to identify, prioritize and acquire necessary
interests in lands for water management, water supply , conservation and
protection of water resources.

5. In compliance with Section 373.59, Florida Statutes, the District will file an
annual five-year plan with the Department of Environmental Regulation
and the Florida Legislature.

6. Funding for the Save Our Rivers Program is derived from revenue and
Preservation 2000 Bond proceeds collected from the documentary stamp
tax and it is administered by the Department of Environmental Regulation
as provided for by Rule 17-42, Florida Administration Code.

7. To most effectively administer the Save Our Rivers Program, the District
will closely coordinate with all other public land acquisition programs.

8. Through its regulatory programs, the District shall apply the same
regulatory criteria to lands being considered for acquisition/protection
under the SOR program, as it does to similar lands not being considered for
acquisition/protection.
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SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION PdLI(#Y

10.

control value of lands to be considered for acquisition/protection under
th|e SOR Program, notwithstanding normal effects of regulations on land
values. :

The District’s regulatory program shall not be %sed solely to reduce or

It is the policy of the Governing Board that inclution of a property in the
Five-Year Plan, pursuant to Section 373.59,F.S., dpes not reflect a definite
intention by the South Florida Water Management District to acquire said
property. Inclusion in the Five-Year Plan indicates that the subject
property has acquisition potential depending upon further investigation
as to its water resources, environmental and management features and
negotiation of a mutually acceptable acquisition price.

lT)he acquisition cost shall be the purchase price pius ancillary cost as listed
elow.

SOR Ancillary Cost

- 1. Appraisal Contract
~2. Risk Assessment Contract
™~ 3. Title Insurance
™ 4. Closing Cost
~5. Boundary Survey and Legal Descriptions

6. Staff Time for Direct Negotiations

7. Management and Review of Appropwriaﬁe Contracts
and Title insurance Contracts
8. Management and Review of Risk Assessment Contracts
- 9. Staff Time for Legal Support

10. Travel (Directly connected with a specific acquisition)
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SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION POLICY

B. SCOPE
This policy will apply to all projects selected under the Save Our Rivers Program.
C. GENERAL GUIDELINES |

1. DEFINITIONS

a. Acquisition - acquiring title to land in fee; or in the discretion of the
District, such other legal interest necessary for water management,
water supply, or the conservation and protection of water resources.

b. Board - the Governing Board of the South Florida Water Management
District.

¢. Department -the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation.
d. District - the South Florida Water Management District.

e. Plan -the Five Year Plan as approved by the.

f. Secretary - the secretary of the Department.

g. Selection - the process of identifying and evaluating proposed projects
for inclusion in the plan..

h. SOR - the Save Our Rivers Program as provided under Section 373.59 F.S.

i. SOR Project- a geographical area possessing unique features necessary
for water management, water supply, and the conservation and
protection of water resources.

j- Florida Preservation 2000 - Section 259.101, Florida Section, providing
for the proceeds of bonds deposited in the Florida Preservation 2000 -
Trust Fund and for criteria for certain projects financed by such
proceeds.
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SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION POLI_CI’I

2. SELECTION COMMITTEE: A committee shall be established and composed of
the following District staff members to make recommendation to the Board
for selection of projects for inclusion in the plan:

a. Director, Department of Planning
b. Director, Department of Regulation ‘

c. Director, Department of Research and Evaluation
d. Director, Department of Operations and Maintenance
?-. Director, Department of Land Management |
I.

Deputy Executive Director

District Counsel

Director, Department of Construction Management
Director, Department of Finance and Administration

Each committee member may designate a specific staff mgmber to function as the
representative on all committee work. .

The Committee Chairman will be the Deputy Executive Director and Vice Chairman

will be the Director of Land Management. ,

The committee shall be responsible for receiving and evaluating all suggestions for
selection of projects under the Save Our Rivers Program. In;addition, the committee
shall provide direction to the Save Our Rivers Program for the Development of
policies. This includes the incorporation and prioritization |of the projects currently
on the District’s Strategic Plan with the Save Our Rivers Five Year Plan and the
administration of Preservation 2000 requirements. All proposals to the Board for
selection shall originate from the committee; all suggiFti ns for selection shall be
submitted to the committee. The committee shall meet jat least twice a year to
consider all suggestions for selection and to prepare a plan|of proposed projects. In
order for a suggested project to receive approval for consideration on the plan
proposed by the committee, it must be nominated by ane committee member and
have votes of approval by at least five committee members.. Should any members of
the committee have a direct or indirect, present or contemplated future interest in a
parcel proposed or could personally benefit from the acquisition of the parcel, the
member shall not participate in discussion, vote or other action in regard to that
parcel. The Board may consider appeals on any project proposed to the committee
but not recommended to the Board by the committee.

The public meetings of the Selection Committee shall bewidely publicized. Minutes
summarizing all comments made at the meetings shall be prepared and distributed
to all committee members.
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SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION POLICY

D. PROJECT SELECTION GUIDELINES

1. TYPES OF PROJECTS: Projects considered necessary for water management,
water supply and the conservation and protection of water resources and
thus eligible for selection include but are not limited to:

unique water features,

appropriate buffer zones qualifying for a - j

I. lands needed to retain or store water, or

m. remainders of land ownerships includedina - |

a. river and stream flood plains
b river and stream flood ways
¢. river and stream flood hazard areas
d. river and stream littoral areas
e. springs

f. lakesincluding littoral zones
9. aquiferrecharge area

h. wetlands,

i. well fields,

J-

k.

2. SOR PROJECT PROPOSAL: The SOR Projected Proposal Form shall be
completed and submitted to the District for consideration of any proposed
project.

3. EVALUATION MATRIX

The project Evaluation Matrix is used to screen and categorize prospective
additions to the Five Year Plan. Based on the Project Ranking Criteria and
Guidelines for Site Priority Ranking, each project will be scored on a 1-5 scale
for each parameter. In addition, weighting factors, or multipliers, have been
added to certain high priority parameters. The first phase, or Category |
parameters, deal strictly with water resource related issues.

CATEGORY |
PARAMETER WEIGHTING FACTOR
1. Water Management | 5
2. Water Supply 5
3. Conservation and Protection 5

of Water Resources
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SUBJECT: SOR LAND SELECTION AND ACQUISITION POLIC& '

Each project will be screened by the parameters in Categor{ | first. After the initial
screening is.complete, seven additional factors in Category Il will be evaluated.
Those include:

PARAMETER NEIGHTING FACTOR

Manageability |
Habitat Diversity |
Species Diversity |
Connectedness |
Rarity
Vulnerability ‘
10.  Nature Oriented Human Use ‘

wENEOU A
= a NN=aSNN

It is intended that project scoring be conducted by a team of reviewers, each of
whom is familiar with all the projects. In this manner, any {ersonal biases will carry
through all the projects, rather than only reflect in one or two. All projects will be -
rated against-each other so comparisons can be made among parcels, rather than
adhering to a strict set of criteria forscoring purposes.

Based on this matrix, the SOR projects have been separated into two categories:

1) Category A Projects: Category A projects are those lands which received the
highest relative scores when compared with all parcels evaluated for
consideration for the Five Year Plan. These projects represent the best examples
of lands within the District necessary for water management, water supply and
conservation and protection of water resources. |

2) CategoryB Projects: Category B projects are those parcels that meet the
qualifications of the Save Our Rivers Program but ranked lower in relative score
to all projects evaluated for consideration in the Five Year Plan. Should
landowners contact the District regarding the sale of their lands in these project
areas, an attempt will be made to secure those rights as a.gift or a bargain sale.

3) Legislatively Mandated Projects: In 1981, when Florida Resources Rivers Act
was passed, the Florida Legislature specified that three projects within the South
Florida Water Management District be considered for purchase with the monies
from the Water Management Lands Trust Fund. '

a. Water Conservation Areas
b. Nicodemus Slough i
¢. Savannahs |
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4. SOR SELECTION CRITERIA FOR WATER RESOURCE PROJECTS

Application

These criteria apply to projects designed primarily to supply off-site water
resource benefits. Thus, evaluation is performed not on the lands themselves,
as with the resource-based matrix, but consider the use to which the lands
would be put in context with a described project. Examples for benefits
provided by such lands would be:

A. Distribution systems to simulate sheet flow inputs into wetlands systems.

B. Retention systems operated to simulate the natural hydrograph for
delivery of water into natural wetlands, lakes or estuaries.

C. Water quality treatment system utllnzmg managed or unmanaged
wetland/marsh vegetation process.

D. Groundwater recharge and/or water table control to facilitate recharge to
aqun‘ers or retain seepage from water storage facilities.

E. Buffer, access or transitional areas necessary to protect core lands from
adverse impacts, provide wildlife corridors, provide for public e goyment
of the core land, or isolate certain management practices such as flooding
and prescribed burnmg

Criteria

Any land acquisition would require prior Governing Board approval of the subject

plan.

1.

Prc:jposed project lands are identified in a District Plan such asWUMP or SWIM,
an

. Subject lands would be utilized to provide simulated or naturally functioning

water resource quality/quantity benefits, and

Lands would be part of the project resulting in net increase of natural
resource values, when considering both any on-site losses and off-site gains,
and

Capital improvemehts, such as canals, levees, weirs and pumps shall be limited
to only those necessary to achieve the proposed water resource benefits, and
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|
!

5. Al appropriate funding sources for acquisition haveﬁeen identified.

1. GENERAL CRITERIA

|
I
!
|
i
|
|
|
i

a. All projectson the plan shall be evaluated to dete;rmilﬁe the nature and extent
of land interests that are necessary for: acquisition lin order to achieve the
purposes for which the project was included:in the plan.

b. In order to maximize the overall benefits of the SOR Program, the District shall
seek to acquire only the quality of the title necessary to achieve project
purposes. E

2. ACQUISITION PRIORITY

An acquisition priority analysis is conducted annually by the Land Management
Department as part of the Five Year Plan preparation. The purpose of the
analysis is to structure and direct the acquisition resources of the District. The
criteria used to prioritize:SOR projects are:

1. Standing:on District Strategic Plan
2. Potential for Resource Loss »
3. Potential for Cooperative-Acquisition :
4. Disposition of Owner(s) l

|

32.NOTIFICATION:OF OWNERS
" As owners are identified in an approved Five Year Plan project, a notification
letter will be mailed to. them. The letter will briefly describe the program
objectives and provide afocal point for future questions and discussion.

F. NEGOTIATION GUIDELINES

Negotiation strategies for SOR acquisitions are detailed in /*dministrative Policy and
Procedures 4.200. ‘

1. CONSIDERATION OF APPRAISALS:
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a.)

After review and approval by the District’s Real Estate Division, the
Executive Director or his designee authorizes the use of a District
appraisal for purchase negotiations with the appropriate land owners.
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other government agencies or non-profit organizations cooperating
with the District on acquisition may also be used to establish just
compensation values after review and apprgval by the District’s Real
Bstate Division to establish just compensation.

b.) fapproved by the Executive Director or his :%esignee, appraisals from

c.) Two approved appraisals are required for all |SOR acquisitions parcels
which exceed $500,000 based on preliminary value estimates by the
District’s chief real estate review appraiser. However, the Director of
the Land Management Department or his designee may require two
appraisals for any parcels estimated at less th an $500,000 to establish
just compensation value in complex situations |or for other extenuating
circumstances.

d.) The District’s review appraisal report determings the just compensation
value for all proposed acquisitions and resalves differences among two
or more appraisals on any specific land parcel.

e.) An updated appraisal(s) is required every two years to account for long
delays in the negotiating process. Updates in less than two years should
be utilized by negotiators to account for rapidly changing values or
ather market conditions. Updates are recammended by the land
acquisition negotiator and approved by the Appraisal Selection
Committee. Autherization to proceed with |negotiations using the
updated appraisal is the same as a first appraisal.

f.) When a fee simple estate is acquired subject to outstanding interests
such as a mineral interest, life estate, easement or lease, the purchase
price shall be reduced in accardance with the affect the outstanding
interests have upon the market value of the lands. .

2. PURCHASE: SOR Director shall present a recommendation to the Board for
approval of an offer to purchase according to Rule 40E 7.181. -

3. EMINENT DOMAIN: When efforts to acquire lands thfough negotiation have
beeilf\ ug?uccessful, the Board may authorize the use ofl eminent domain,where
applicable. _ |

4. RECORDS: Records of all contacts with property ownerg shall be retained in the
Department of Land Management.
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G. PREPARATION OF FIVE YEAR PLAN:

An Acquisition Plan and Status Report shall be prepared by the committee and
presented to the Governing Board annually, or more frequently, if considered
necessary by the Board or the committee.

1. The Acquisition Plan shall include a written report of the favorable and
unfavorable merits of each project selected for acquisition consideration and
shall consider and evaluate in writing:

a. an assessment of the projects water management, water supply and
conservation values including ecological values, vulnerability,
endangerment and any other related environmental information.

b. the public purpose of the project, including the statutory authority;

c. - an assessment of management cost, utilization, ownership, and
appraised value estimates;

d. the determination whether the project conforms with local and state
comprehensive plans or any other adopted governmental plans;

e. the determination whether the project meets one or more of the six
criteria for Preservation 2000.

1. A significant portion of the land in the project is in imminent
danger of development; :

2. A significant portion of the land in the project is in imminent
danger of subdivision which will result in multiple ownership and
may make acquisition of the project more costly or less likely to be
accomplished;

3. The value of a significant portion of the land in the project is
likely to appreciate at a rate that makes purchasing the land
immediately with bond proceeds more cost-effective than delaying
its purchase until acquisition funds which are not bonded are
available for the project;

4. Asignificant portion of the land in the project serves to protect
or recharge groundwater and to protect other valuable natural
resources or provide space for natural resource-based recreation;

l5. The project can be purchased at 80 percent of appraised value or
ess; or
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6. A significant portion of the land in fthd‘ project serves as habitat
for endangered or threatend species or sefves to protect endanged
natural communities, and ?

f. potential management options.

The Plan shall identify lands needed to protect or recharge groundwater and
shall establish a plan for the acquisition as necessary|to protect potable water
supplies. These lands shall also serve to protect other valuable resources or
provide space for natural resource-based recreation. The Five Year Plan report
will include a detailed summary of acquisition activity, modification or
additions to the acquisition plan and a description iof all land management
activity. ,

2. BOARD CONSIDERATION OF THE FIVE YEAR PLAN: As a minimum, the Board
shall review all proposed projects and current projects on an annual basis. The
Board shall annually adopt an update on the Five-Year Plans and after
adoption, the projects approved shall be incorporated in a report and it will
be made available to the public. The Board recognizes that the Five Year Plan
is a list of projects that qualify for the program. Projects included on the Five
Year Plan will not necessarily be acquired.
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SOR PROJECT PROPOSAL FORM

Please return ten copies of this form with ten copies of all referenced
attachments to:

Director, Save Our Rivers

South Florida Water Management District
P.O.Box 24680

West Palm Beach, Florida 33416-4680

Please complete every question on this form. If necessary, designate N/A where a
question is not applicable. Complete applications will receive more prompt and
complete attention.

1. Name and Location

Property Name (commonly known as)
County (or counties)

Within Municipal Boundaries - Yes No Please attach a location map (8 1/2
by 11") specifying the property location and include a north arrow (map
drawn to scale if possible); also please provide with any additiona! property
maps or aerial photography which may further clarify the suggested project.

2. Size
Estimated Number of Acres Estimated Number of Parcels
Estimated Acreage per parcel”

3. Access
Does the property front on a publicroad? Yes No

'f not, describe type of legal access?

4. Ownership Information

Identify the property owner and the contact address and telephone number

5. Survey Information

Are surveys and/or legal descriptions available?
If so, attached or specify where they may be obtainéd.
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6. Title |nformati_on

Are abstracts available from owner(s)? Yes No
Do/Does owner(s) have title insurance policies? Yes No

7. SOR Qualifications

Provide detailed information concerning the qualifications of the property for
water management, water supply or the conservation and protection of
water resources.

8. Natural Characteristics

Provide a description of the natural characteristics of the property, including
the predominant plant and animal life; specify types|of trees and percentage
of coverage, types of animal life, any rare, or endangered or threatened
species, identified by Federal or State programs or other unique _geological
features,etc.

Also, provide information on reports prepared by any other agencies on the
physical characteristics of the property; ifvpossible,‘ attach a copy of the report.

9. General History influences

What are the historical and archaeological values of the property?

Provide a description of general history of the |property; include the
identification of significant past disturbances, both natural and human;
include dates of storm damage,fires, floods, exoti¢ infestations, farming,
grazing, mowing, or other site disturbances; also describe any structures,
roads, rails, fences, etc.; is land involved in litigation (|f yes, specify); is land on
other public land acquisition lists (if yes, specify' program and agency).
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Buildings

Describe types and occupancy, if any:

Future Impacts

ldentify the anticipated future impacts which may have a negative affect on
this property and whether the impacts are in the near future or are long
range.

Planning and Zoning

Indicate local zoning and land use designation (from future land use map) on
each parcel.

Identify any other adopted state, regional and local plans that may affect the
project; is it compatible with the State Water Use Plan?

Local Participation

Will the local government participate the funding? Yes No
Provide in-kind services? Yes No
Assist the management? Yes No
If yes, to what extent? T

Attachments

Identify and label each attachment: (with boundaries noted) Suggested
attachments may include: zoning maps, soil maps, ownership maps, aerial
photographs, vegetative maps, water resource maps, endangered species
maps, on site photographs and U.S.G.S. Quadrangle maps.

Attachment A:
Attachment B:
Attachment C:
Attachment D:
AttachmentE:

It is the policy of the Governing Board that inclusion of a property within the Five
Year Plan pursuant to Section 373.59 ;F.S. does not refiect a definite intention by the
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South Florida Water Management District to acquire said p }operty. Inclusion within
the Five Year Plan indicates that the subject property has acquisition potential,
depending upon further investigation as to its environmental and management
features and the negotiation of a mutually acceptable acquisition price.

15.  Form Completed by:

N;ame : i |

Address:

Telephone Number: ()

Please state affiliation to owner(s)
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A. STATEMENT OF POLICY

1. The District’s efforts in land acquisition must be f‘.ime|y, effective and cost
efficient. |

2. The District bases its land acquisition prograrr* on accepted appraisal
reports according to Policy No. 4.300. §

3. The District’'s acquisition program includedsi policy of identifying,
surveying, legaily describing, assessing for environmental risks and
appraising the desired land. Offers are then made to the landowners
based on appraisal values. If the negotiations argrunsuccessful, the District
may proceed to use the power of eminent domain where applicable.

4. In the District's project program, acquisitions are made at not less than the
minimum appraised value.

5. In the Save Our Rivers Program, acquisitions for less than minimum
appraiged value are authorized.
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B. SCOPE
1. This policy shall apply to all real property acquisitions in the District.

C. PROCEDURES AND GUIDELINES

1. The South Florida Water Management District presently has two (2)
programs which involve land acquisition.

2. The first program is the South Florida Water Management District and/or
Army Corps of Engineers projects for flood control or water storage. This
land acquisition program allows the District to exercise its right to eminent
domain, if an amicable settlement cannot be reached.

3. The second program of land acquisition is the Save Our Rivers (SOR)
Program. Under the SOR Program condemnation when authorized by
law is appropriate:

1. When the selleris willing in order to determine value.

2. To complete a project for which the majority of the land has
been acquired.

3. When the land is determined to be critical to the success of the
project.

4. In both acquisition programs, the District employs an appraiser, or in some
cases two (2) appraisers, to prepare a report determining the market vaiue
of the owner’s interest in the land desired. The appraisers will include,
when applicable, an indication of damages and/or cost to cure to the
remainder. 4
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5. When appraisers are engaged to determine m}rket value, they may use
three (3? approaches to determine value. Those approaches are the
Market Data or Comparable Sale Approach, the income Approach and the
Cost Approach. ‘

6. The Market Data or Comparable Sale Approach |is widely accepted by the
courts and actually supports its conclusion directly from the market itself.

7. The other two approaches are often used as support for the Market Data
Approach but are rarely used alone. ;

8. The District reviews each appraisal report, and thé compensation offered is
based on the accepted appraisal reports.

9. With regard to acquisitions under the Distri¢t and/or Corps of Engineers
Program, offers made to the landowners are always not less than the
minimum appraised value.

10. The District actively seeks donations or partial donations of land it finds
important to its needs.

11.  The Save Our Rivers Program seeks to acquire land from willing sellers on a
negotiated basis. The policy is to negotiate with any willing seller and to
paydno more than the maximum appraised value for the high priority
lands. ,

12. When negotiating with owners whose property t of a lower priority, the
District may notify the owners of the appraised value but explain that the
District may pay less than the appraised value to %urchase. In addition, the
District will provide information to the owners ¢oncerning potential tax
benefits of selling land to the District for less than 'the market value.

13. The District will continue'its policy of offering minimum appraised value to
owners whose property is needed for District projl{ects or when the District
is acting as local sponsor for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.




'sj@died YOS 104 aseyding pue ajenobap 03 fAuoyiny

ALIMOHLNY 40 3dAL

J3INOISIQ YO
4O1D3YIa IAILNDIX3I

ol

ayvO4g SNINYIAO0D

WOUY4

ALIHOHLINY 4O NOILVD3I13a

ALIMOHLNV 40 NOILY9313d




Policy No. 5.001 W
|
Page 1 of 9

ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY AN bul
D PROCEpUhE Effective:06-12-87

SUBJECT: Land Management Policy

SAVE QUR RIVERS LANDS

I. PURPOSE AND_SCOPE

f
|
|

A. The policies, procedures, and guidelines contained herein are
established to provide for the management |of lands acquired under
the Save Our Rivers program in a manner consistent with the
‘District's mission and the legislative directives set forth in
Chapter 373.59 Florida Statutes.

B. These policies, procedures, and guidelines shall apply to all
property acquired under the Save Our Rivens program.

C. Nothing in these policies, procedures, ‘guidelines shall negate
any statute, administrative rule, or othen policy reguirement.”

0. These policies, procedures, and guidelines will be reviewed at
five (5) year intervals or earlier, if necessary, and updated as
required. Public review and comment will be solicited as part of
the review process.

II. DEFINITIONS

A. Cooperative Management Agreement - An agreement between two or
more agencies -setting forth the respective duties and

responsibilities of each agency in the management of a specific
tract of land.

B. Lead Agency - Agency designated as thoprAmQ managing entity for a

‘given tract of land; generally provides the on-site staff required
for public use management.

C. Cooperating.Agencies - Two or more agencies working together to
operate a specific management unit.

D. Management Unit - A single tract or com#ination of tracts under
‘one management program.

E. Wildlife Corridor - Two or more contiguoﬁs tracts of land forming

a natural linkage for wildlife populations.
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Primary Resource Lands - Lands having high water resource, fish
and wildlife, and recreational values requiring acquisition by
gift or purchase.

Buffer Lands - Those adjacent lands that can sustain some
development provided sufficient control is maintained to prevent
adverse impacts to the primary resource lands.

Remainder Lands - Lands protected by local zoning that do not need
to be placed in public ownership.

I11.  SELECTION OF LAND MANAGERS . - .

A.

The District shall strive to obtain the expertise and assistance
required for the management of specific tracts of land by entering
into cooperative management agreements with other state and
federal agencies, mits- of local government, and private non-
profit organizations. The cooperative management agreement will
designate a 1ead agency for management purposes.

Where appropriate, the private sector will be encouraged to
furnish certain management related facilities and services through

the execution of real estate leases, agreements, and/or licenses. -

The District is charged by law with the responsibility for
management of all lands acquired under the Save Our Rivers Program
and therefore must act as the final arbiter of disputes arising
between cooperating agencies.

IV. MANAGEMENT PLANS

A.

Conceptual Management Plan

1. The preparation of a conceptual management plan (CMP) may be
required for each major tract of land prior to acquisition.
The CMP shall be prepared by or at the direction of the
District.
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2. Each CMP shall set forth a recommended management proposal
and contain general background data on the property
including but not limited to:
a. size, location, and access
b. history
¢c. existing Tand use and improvements
d. soils
e. topography
f. hydrology
g. vegetation ,
h.- fish and wildlife resources =
i. recreational potential '
J. water quality, and
k. existing and potential impacts f*om adjacent areas

3. The process utfilized by the Disthict in developing the CMP
shall  solicit the comments and recommendations of
individuals, organizations, Tlocal governments, and those
regional, state, and federal agencies having a stake in the
management of the tract.

B. Operational Management Plan

1.

the lead agency in consultation with the cooperating agencies
for each major tract of 1land group of tracts) to be
operated as a single management unit.. :

An operational management plan (OMP& shall be developed by

the area's critical resources, set forth general and specific
management goals, objectives, and gulidelines for each, and
outline_ the specific procedures, funding requirements, and

The OMP shall contain detailed 1nformEtion on the status of
activities necessary for their accomprishment.

The OMP shall be reviewed periodically and updated as
necessary.
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i

C. Annual Work Plans

1. An annual work plan shall be developed by -each of the
agencies participating in the management of a given unit.

2. Each work plan shall set forth the staffing levels, equipment
and materials, funding requirements, and work activities
proposed by the respective agency for implementation of the
OMP.

3. The cooperating agencies shall meet at least once each year
to discuss the status of the management unit and their
planned activities for.the upcoming year. .

V. GENERAL POLICIES AND GUIDELINES

e N

A. ~ Water Resources .

1. Manageﬁént activities on Save Our Rivers tracts shall be
directed toward conservation and protection of the unit's
water resources.

2. The District shall not support or encourage any activities or
development that - would significantly alter the natural
(undisturbed) movement and/or degrade the quality of surface
or groundwater on management units.

3. Where feasible, an attempt shall be made to restore a more
natural hydroperiod on tracts where the drainage patterns
have beon'sqbstant1a11y altered.

4. | Visitor programs shall inform and educate the public relative

to the. importance of the area in maintaining adeguate
supplies of good quality water for the South Florida area.

B. Fish and Wildlife Resources

1. Management activities on Save Our Rivers tracts shall seek to
establish and maintain an appropriate number and variety of
indigenous game and non-game species.
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2. Particular emphasis shall be placed on the identification and
management of critical habitat fbr endangered or threatened
species residing on or frequenting the management units. ‘

3. On areas where hunting will be allﬁwed, consideration shall
be given to ghe need for the establishment of sanctuary areas
or “no hunting zones" to provide additional protection for

endangered species and facilitate passive observation of
‘wildlife. - : '

4. Activities that may contribute to adecline in water quality
and/or a reduction in critical wildiffe habitat shall ndt be
encouraged on management units. ‘ .

Native Plant Comﬁun1t1es

|

1. Management practices on Save Our;R1§ers tracts shall seek to
restore and maintain an appropriate Variety and distribution
of native plant communities.

2. Particular emphasis shall be pTaced on the identification and
protection of rare and endangered species.

3. The planting of exotic plant species| shall be prohibited on
all management units. Management practices will strive to
identify existing infestations and to develop and implement
appropriate control and/or eradication measures.

4. Management of the forest resources $n select tracts shall be
undertaken in consultation with the Division of Forestry.

5. Forest management practices shal) $tr1ve to maintain age-
class diversity and where appropriate species diversity.

Archeological and Historical Resources

1. The identification of sites within the management units that
have unique archeological and/or historical significance
shall be undertaken in consultation with the Florida Bureau
of History and Archives. ‘

]
|
|
|
\
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2. Management practices shall strive to protect these unique
resources and 1{in appropriate situations allow for the
provision of access and interpretive facilities to enhance
their appreciation and enjoyment by the public.

E. Recreational Use

1. Public use of management units for appropriate resource based
outdoor recreational activities such as hunting, fishing,
camping, horseback riding, hiking, boating, canoeing, and
nature study shall be permitted and encouraged where such use
does not interfere with protection and management of-the
area's cr1tica1 water and environmental resources.

2.~ Management practices shall determine the mix of activities
and level - of use appropriate for each management unit.
Activities that are considered highly disruptive to other
recreational usés  ‘or those that are clearly or potentially
destructive of the area's critical resources will be
prohibited. '

3. . The use of aijrboats, swamp buggies, tracked vehicles,
motorcycles, and other types of off road vehicles on most
management units shall. be- prohibited. Where authorized,
motorized access - will be 1imited to the greatest extent
possible to the use of four-wheeled vehicles Ilicensed for
street use on certain designated roads.

4. Recreational development on most management units shall be
limited to the greatest extent possible to the provision of
basic facilities for access, health and safety, and
interpretation. The proviston of certain facilities and
services through the awarding of appropriate concession
contracts may be authorizcd on some areas.

5. Rules and regulations governing the public use of all
management units shall be established and enforced by the
lead agency.
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G.

-Agricultural Use

!

I
The construction and maintenance of private camps and
campsites on management units shall b prohibited.

Consideration may be given to

the development and
implementation of a permit/fee system

on management units.

educate visitors with respect to water resource management
issues and the critical resources found on each management
unit. : ‘ .

Programs shall be developed and im?lemented to. inform and

1.

Agricultural activities conducted 'on Save Our Rivers Tands
shall be limited to the grazing of livestock on native range
and farming practices contributing to the production of food
and cover for wildlife.

The conversion of native rangp'to improved pasture shaTl be
prohibited on all management units

To the extent practical, managemenﬁ practices shall seek to
convert existing improved pastures tg native range.

The development and implementation of livestock grazing
programs on management units shall be undertaken in
consultation with the Soil Conservation Service.

Managing agencios shall implement measures to reduce
potential conflicts between livestoqk grazing operations and
concurrent recreational use.

~ Bee Leases and Apiaries
1.

Considoration may be given by the District to the
establishment of apiaries on management units through the
dovolopmnnt and awarding of appropriato leases.
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Current state of Florida Statutes, guidelines and standards
regarding fees, distance between sites and from property
boundaries, and related matters will be utilized in
developing lease specifications.

Leases shall not be transferrable or assignable in whole or
in part without the written consent of the District.

If an existing annual lease is not renewed, the former lease
holder shall have thirty (30) days from the expiration of the
lease to remove all of his/her capital improvements from the
area. Future leasing of this site shall then be deternined
through a publicly -announced drawing conducted by - the
District. _ -

H. Other

1.

District shall-support those research and academic endeavors
on management units by qualified agencies, educational
institutions, and Dpublic and private conservation
organizations that . will contribute to more effective
management and use of these areas.

Requests from government and/or private sources for
permission to place signs, billboards, roads, power lines,
pipelines, and similar items on or through Save Our Rivers
property shall be approved by the District only when the
applicant has affirmatively demonstrated that the proposed
use is consistent with preservation and enhancement of the
area's critical resources and use of the area by the public
for recreational purposes.

Management decision making shall consider whether the lands
are primary resource lands, remainder lands, or buffer lands.

Local government support shall be encouraged throughout the
management process particularly with respect ?o Fhe
regulation of buffer areas and the creation of wildlife
corridors. ,
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5. Where necessary, to protect the .resburces of the property,
law enforcement ass1stance will bp requested from the
appropriate agency.

6. Detailed procedures to implement thhs policy are identified
in the Land Acquisition/Management Procedures flow chart.

OTHER DISTRICT LANDS.
(Not To Include SOR Lands)
|
i

I. MANAGEMENT OF OTHER DISTRICT LANDS

A. The management of these lands shall be \1n accordance with the
existing statutes and ru\es which include ithe following:

TN
1. The District may lease,/ ands, oM interests in lands in
accordance wi 40EAS. , Hlorida Administrative
Code and Sectfion 373.09 ( Atues

2. The District may Tonvey any intdrest in lands to other
governmental entities for management in accordance with
Section 40E-9.961, Florida Administrative Code and Section
373.056, Florida Statutes.

way, works, or lands in accordance with Chapter 40E-6,
Florida Administrative Code and Section 373.085, Florida

3. The District may permit the usage gr occupancy of right of
Statutes.
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SAVE OUR
RIVERS
LAND
EVALUATION
MATRIX

The Save Our Rivers Division has developed a two

part Evaluation Matrix for the purpose of screening
" and prioritizing prospective additions to the Five
Year Plan.Based on the Project Ranking Criteria
and Guidelines for Site Priority Ranking, each
project will be scored on a 1--5 scale for each
parameter. In addition, weighting factors, or
multipliers, have been added to certain high priority
parameters. The first phase, or Category 1
parameters, deal strictly with water resource related
issues.

CATEGORYI

PARAMETER WEIGHTING
FACTOR
1. WATER MANAGEMENT 5
2. WATER SUPPLY 5
CONSERVATION AND
PROTECTION OF WATER
RESOURCES 5

Each project will be screened by the parameters in
Category I first. If passing scores are not attained,
the project will be dropped from the list and will be
given no further consideration. After the initial
screening is complete, seven additional factors in
Category II will be evaluated. Those include:

CATEGORYII
PARAMETER WEIGHTING
FACTOR
4. MANAGEABILITY 2
5. HABITAT DIVERSITY | 2
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6. SPECIES DIVERSITY 1

7. CONNECTEDN‘ESS 2

8.  RARITY | 2

9.  VULNERABILITY 1

10. NATURE ORIENTED 1
HUMAN USE |

It is intended that project scoring be conducted by a
team of reviewers, each of whom is familiar with all
the projects. In this manner, any personal biases will
carry through all the projects, rather than only being
reflected in one or two. All projects will be rated
against each other sd comparisons can be made
among parcels, rather than adhering to a strict set of
criteria for scoring purposes.

PROJECT RANKING CRITERIA

The following items are intended to be used for
consideration when scoring. The reviewer is not
bound to only these|categories. Personal knowledge
of additional factors shguld be included.

1. WATER MANAGEMENT

Floodplains

Flow ways

Peak discharge attenuation
Water quality improvement
Aquifer rechatge

moaow»

This section deals with the physical water
management parameters of the site. Does the
project area lie within the floodplain or flow way of a
river or stream? D?oes t provide basin storage for a
surrounding watershed? Does ponding in low lying
uplands or wetlandi reduce peak discharge rates and
recharge groundwater laquifers? ls water quality
improved or maintaiped by allowing overland
sheetflow and ponding? What properties, areas and
activities can be protected by the site's flood
retention/detention capacity?

2. WATERSUPPLY |

A. Existing wellfield

B. Proposed wellfield on local comprehensive
plan

C. Reduced threshold area

D. Agquifer source-is it hydraulically

connected to water table
E. ClassIsurfacejwater

This category discusseslall water supply issues. Are
wellfields present or proposed on a local




government's comprehensive plan? What impact
would construction of a wellfield have on the water
table aquifer and associated wetlands. Is the project
within a reduced threshold area? Does Class 1
surface water flow through project or receive runoff
from it?

3. CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF
WATER RESOURCES

A. Areaof critical state concern

B. Aquatic Preserve/Outstanding Florida
Water

C. Quantity and quality of major wetland
systems

Has the project site been declared an Area of Critical
State Concern? Is it adjacent to or within the
watershed of an Aquatic Preserve or Outstanding
Florida Water? Does the site contain major slough or
other wetland systems which are significant water
resources? Has the site been recommended for
protection by a state or local program?

4, MANAGEABILITY
A. Restoration ability/cost

This is an assessment of long termn viability. Is the
site large enough? Are degraded habitats in
restorable condition? ls control burning as a
management tool necessary or feasible? Is reflooding
for water management or water quality
improvement necessary or feasible?  Will there be
trespass or vandalism problems? How expensive will
it be to properly manage the land?

5. HABITAT DIVERSITY

A. Variety of viable natural habitat
types/plant communities present

B.  All factors present for perpetuation of the

population (food/foraging, cover/nesting,

water)

Degree of exotic plant infestation or

disturbance from introduced animals

Degree of human disturbance

Could rare species of plants or animals be

relocated to this site?

F. Size

mo Q

Is the site large enough to support a variety of
communities? Does the site provide the necessary
habitat factors, including food, cover and water, for
the perpetuation of wildlife populations within the
project boundaries? Do exotic plants or introduced
animal species present long term problems for the
site. Can they be controlled? Has the site been
overdrained or impacted by off-road vehicles? Is

there suitable habitat/carrying capacity to support
re-introduced native plans or animals.

6. SPECIES DIVERSITY

A. Can the area support and maintain stable
wildlife populations

B. Bird rookery present

C. Suitable habitat for migratory or transient
wildlife species

Are most or all of the wildlife species normally
associated with that habitat type present? Is the

" area large enough to maintain a breeding

population, rather than just a number of individuals?
Is the area used or suitable for use by migratory
species?

7. CONNECTEDNESS

A. Proximity to protected lands
B. Wildlife corridor

This criteria concerns how the site links with other
protected lands or large parcels of undisturbed lands.
Does it lie within or will its protection create a
wildlife corridor? How do the habitats relate to those
nearby?

8. RARITY

A. Endangered - threatened - rare - species of
special concern present?

B. Endangered - threatened - rare - species of
special concern habitat? '

C. Unique ecological habitat

D. Free flowing river or stream

This criteria incorporates the rarity or uniqueness of
each of the site's community types and the rarity of
the species it provides habitat for. The term "RARE"
is considered to include endangered, threatened and
species of special concern. Is the site umique by
containing a major free flowing river or stream?

9. VULNERABILITY

A. Urban development pressure

Agricultural development pressure

Is the site large enough to shield itself from
adjacent development

. B.
C.

This addresses the likelihood of events which might
degrade or destroy the site through urban or
agricultural development.
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10. NATURE ORIENTED HUMAN USE

A. Recreation potential

B. Proximity of site to recreational users

C. Game species present (harvestable
resource)

D. Suitability for scientific research

E. Educational/Interpretive value

This concerns the site's suitability for human
activities when consistent with the environmental
sensitivity of those lands, and when such activities
are compatible with the purposes for which the lands
were acquired.

GUIDELINES FOR SITE PRIORITY RANKING
WATER MANAGEMENT

1. Property never floods; is not associated with a
river, stream or other watercourse. Provides
minimal flood storage for the watershed. No
wetlands or other ponded areas.

2. Property occasionally floods during major
storm events, but drains quickly. Provides
basin storage during heavy storm events.
Sparsely vegetated shallow wetlands.

3. Property is mostly low uplands or partially
within floodplain of river or stream.
Intermittent wetland sloughs. Short term
ponding allows some aquifer recharge.

4.  Within floodplain. Major wetland sloughs
extending offsite. Numerous isolated
wetlands. Seasonal inundation maintains
groundwater aquifer.

5. - Property is normally inundated during wet
season. Within flow way of river or stream.
Large interconnected marshes or sloughs.
Serves as storage "sink" for upstream basin.
Extensive groundwater aquifer recharge
occurs due to year round standing water in
wetlands. :

WATER SUPPLY

NOTE: WHERE WELLFIELD DEVELOPMENT
1S UNLIKELY AND NO OTHER SCORE IS
APPROPRIATE, ASSIGN A VALUE OF "2.5".

1.. Salt water intrusion present in wells.
Contains connate water. Under wellfield
protection ordinance. Wellfield is directly
connected with water table aquifer. All poject
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wetlands will be constantly drained by
wellfield pumping.

Surface wetlands will remain wet only
following heavy rain events. Degree of
confinement inadequate to protect wetlands
from induced ledkance.

Witer levels in wetlands will be lowered, but
shallow standing water will still remain.
Cone of de#ression minimized by linear
distance separating wellfield and wetlands.
Pumping will adversely affect wetlands only
during extended |drought.

Well-drained sandy soil, suitable for local
aquifer recharge'“coastal ridge. Within
Reduced Threshpld Area. Existing wellfield
inadequately protected by local ordinance.
Water supply aquifer separated from water
table by confining layer of very low
permeability with low leakance. Project
discharges to Class I surface water.

Delineated on. comprehensive plan for
wellfield development. Class I surface water
flows through project. Existing wellfield not
under wellfield protection ordinance. Water
supply aquifer is well below ground or not
hydraulically connected and will have no
adverse impact oh water table.

CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION
OF WATER RESOURCES

Development piohibited by state or local
program. All uplands. No significant water

resource areas.

Development restricted by state or local

program. Viabl
development.

e natural area isolated by
Minimal wetland areas or

irreparably altered wetlands.

Within the ‘watershed of an Outstanding
Florida Water (OFW), Aquatic Preserve (AP)

or Area of Crit
Strong public su

ical State Concern (ACC).
pport exists for protection.

Isolated, seasonal wetlands. Restorable
wetland syslems.

Buffers lands adjacent to OFW, AP or ACC.
Strong local government support for
protection. Considerable portion of the site
consists of mixed/upland/wetland system, with
Minimal

a diversity of ‘habitat types.

restoration needed.




Property is adjacent to OFW, AP or ACC. A
significant natural community exists with no
regulatory protection. Large contiguous
wetland sloughs exist totally on site or extend
onto adjacent lands. Habitat in extremely
good condition, showing little or no signs of
stress or disturbance.

MANAGEABILITY

Too small or degraded for restoration.
Expense of restoration not justified by end
result. Highly vulnerable to external impacts,
making management nearly impossible.

Location and/or extent of degradation would
make management difficult and expensive.
Questionable whether restoration programs
would be successful. Historic
trespass/vandalism problems.

Could be restored to good condition, but would
require vigilant management. Exotic plant
removal/hydrologic restoration necessary.
Control burning will be difficult due to
external land uses. Trespass/ vandalism
correctable, but will be expensive.

Habitats in good condition, but will require
regular attention, such as burning. Size of
area permits extensive restoration or
manipulation of hydrologic regime without
impacting offsite property owners.

How maintenance habitats in excellent
condition. Control burning can be conducted
without fear of impacting offsite interests. No
restoration of natural systems required.
Location minimizes problems with trespassers
and vandalism.

HABITAT DIVERSITY

How species and community diversity.
Seriously degraded by human
activity“overdrained, wetlands denuded by
off-road vehicle use. Exotic plant infestation
beyond control. Site too small/isolated to
maintain normal flora and fauna.

Fair habitat. Moderate species and
community diversity. Might be capable of
supporting populations of relatively tolerant
species. Most animal species will probably
have Lo leave site to obtain all facters

necessary for survival. Exotics controllable
with great effort and expense.

Good habitat. Good diversity of species and
communities. Capable of supporting
populations of most typical species.
Food/forage, cover/nesting and water
generally present. Exotics controllable with
some expense. Minimal human disturbance.

Excellent habitat. Large enough to support
diverse species, communities and successional
stages. Exotics minimal and isolated. Good
potential as relocation site for rare plants or
animals.

Outstanding habitat. Contains large and
diverse communities which extend offsite.
Varying stages of succession present. Large
enough to maintain long term
disturbance/succession cycle. No exotics
present.

SPECIES DIVERSITY

Little or no wildlife present. Habitat not
suitable for migratory species.

Few varieties of wildlife present. Most are
associated with disturbed sites. No bird
rookeries on site.

Good diversity of wildlife. Size and diversity
of populations limited by project area.

Large diverse site. Most varieties of wildlife
present, except for large predators. Breeding
populations present. Habitat diverse enough
to support migratory or transient wildlife
species.

Many diverse species present, including large
predators and rare species. Large gene pools
present due to size/links to similar habitat
types. Breeding colonies of birds present.
Excellent potential as relocation site for rare
species.

CONNECTEDNESS

Isolated from other protected lands by an
impenetrable barrier or large expanse of
unsuitable/unrestorable habitat. No
significant connecting corridors. Project
isolated by urban development.




Isolated from other protected lands of
significant size by a moderate expanse of
unsuitable habitat, such as an interstate
highway. Wildlife movement beiween
protected lands restricted essentially to avian
fauna.

Isolated from other protected lands of
significant size-by an expanse of marginally
suitable habitat. Possible to connect with: or
create a wildlife corridor suitable for
terrestrial species, but will require
restoration.

Connected with protected areas, but not over a
wide expanse. Connecting corridors in good
condition or easily restorable. Good potential
for creating wildlife corridor simply by
acquisition,

Directly contiguous with protected lands over
a large boundary. Acquisition will create an
extensive wildlife corridor.

RARITY

Common community types in poor to average
condition. Habitat types widespread
throughout region. Norare plants or animals.
No unique ecological habitat.

Typical community types still represented by
extensive acreages throughout region. A few
uncommon species, but no significant
occurrences. Poor habitat for rare species.

Good examples of natural communities.
Habitat types well represented statewide, but
rare locally. A few rare species present. Good
habitat exists for rare species, but limited in
amount.

Excellent examples of natural communities.
Rare habitat available. A number of rare
species present, but none dependent on this
site for survival. Unique ecological habitat
types or old growth present. One of last
remaining free flowing streams or rivers in
region.

Extraordinary example of a natural
community. Abundant unique ecological
habitat. Critical habitat for a globally
endangered specie. Nationally significant
geological feature or wildlife site. Cited by
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state or federal government as a Wild and
Scenic river.

VULNERABILITY

Due to remotenéss and surrounding land use
it is highly unliklely this tract will be proposed
for agricultyral jor urban development in the
foreseeable futu e. Size of the tract allows it
to buffer critical internal habitats from offsite
impacts. ' |

How intensity aéricultural use, such as native
range, currently exists or is proposed. Low
intensity development would not impact
critical internal habitats, but buffers would be
affected. :

More intensive| agricultural development,
such as improved pasture, is proposed. More
intensive agricultural development, such as
citrus, has occurred on similar parcels, but
more suitable lapd still remains undeveloped.
Low intensity urban development, such as
rural ranchettes, is proposed on local land use
plan. Portions of buffer areas would be remain
undisturbed| bu{ development activities, such
as drainage, would shorten the hydroperiod of
internal wetlands.
|

Located in good! development site. Potential
for urban development is high. Conversion to
intensive agri¢ulture, such as citrus, is
occurring on surrounding parcels. Wetlands
would remain undeveloped, but upland buffers
would be developed as sub-division or orange
grove.

Prime real estafe, presently for sale. Last
remaining tract suitable for agricultural
development in area. Development for urban
or agricultural| purposes will destroy the
natural value of the site.

NATURE ORIENTED HUMAN USE

Unsuitable for passive recreation.
Aesthetically unappealing. Little scientific or
educational value. Not suitable for hunting or
fishing. Site inaccessible.

Suitable for limited passive recreation, but
special managet‘nent might be necessary to
prevent advers¢ impacts. Pleasant setting.
Useful site for school or nature center field
trips or studett research. Proximity of
surrounding users prohibits use of high




powered weapons. Sport fishing would require
removal of rough fish and restocking.

Suitable for limited passive recreation.
Attractive environment. Ecologically
interesting enough to be a good outing
destination for local groups like Sierra Club,
Audubon, ete. Useful site for scientific
research. Limited hunting with carefully set
bag limits. )

Good for several types of passive recreation.
Large enough to allow limited camping
without adversely affecting more sensitive
parts of the site. Scenic. Suitable for nature
trails and/or environmental center. Valuable
site for scientific research. Special enough to
be a regional recreation destination. With
proper game management, hunting with
primitive weapons could be allowed on an
annual basis. Many areas suitable for fishing.

Outstanding site for a variety of passive
recreational uses. Excellent for nature trails
and/or environmental center. Could support a
campground as well as back country camping.

Important, well documented scientific study
site. Features so exceptional the site could
attract national/international visitors. Could
be operated as a wildlife management area by
GFC. Offers excellent sport fishing. Easily
accessible









